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(United Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers of 


PART I 
I 


EA 
America: 


ane 


Farm Kq l pment W orkers Coun il. UERMWA) 


TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 1952 
REPRESENTATIVES, 
riil 


on UN-AMERI 


p Sratres House o1 
SUBCOMMITTER OI 


Unit! 


PUBLIC HEA NG 
A subcol mittee i Commit ( on l hi A) el 
pursuant to notice at | a.m room 237. Fede 
South Clark St ( igo, 11] Ho John S. Wor 
presiding. 
Committee members present: Representatives J 
> 


ry LnicIs kK Ww rite 
H. Velde, and 
Statfl n 


enivel } 


COomMMIT! 


rIVITLES 

(7) 

A 

B ft 9 
>. Wi ml, 
,dr., Ha 


W. Beale, Sr., sel; lI \ 
Jones, R ! B. B d Aly Stol f md J 
W. ( irringtol ele) 

Mr. Woop. Let ive order, please 

Mr. Reporter, you please let t reco! icting 

tho ft the mn estab o the Ce iittee on I \) 

Activities, Ho of Representati | et 
‘ ttee To! OT con 9 ul ! C 10, 
posea f the fi o | mbers Re} esentatls iran KE. W 
Morg M. Me J B. Fra ,dr.. Harold H. Velde, De 
L. Jar on,and! raschairm All of t! bel ire pl 
WW the ex ept M APY ( I im ad I 
here at 1 ! 

I} conn i eS I t has mad eXTensive rat of 
fascism in this country. When the Communist Party was p 
support ng H tler d ng ft pe | of t] sta H Ciel pact, 
conil ttee Was 1 hy eX \ vatiol ot naz mn | 
past Tew vears, mu e@ ¢ ! t¢ t be cle ec 1 
Investigal ol l. i | { 

| } } { 

Many forms of ( munist conspira | oO t 
. fo) . r { 

i i ) i f 
cr] c¢ = rit i ex ( 

tir to the e t, educatio 

ot r fields of ¢ i 








3622 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE CHICAGO AREA 
Investigations conducted in Baltimore, Md., the State of Massa 
chusetts, the State of Michigan, and other places, disclose a pattern 
of Communist concentration in major defense areas of the country. 
How the Communist Party has used its members employed in industry 
to keep the national organization of the Communist Party and the 
international Communist movement fully advised of industrial poten- 
tialities, how the Communist Party has sought to colonize defense 
industry, and how the Communist Party has endeavored to infiltrate 
and control labor unions in defense areas, 1s deseribed in the testimony 
of manv witnesses who have appeared before this committee. 
(nticipating, from our experience in holding hearings of this type 


other places, the smear campaign which will be directed against 


this committee by the Communist slandet apparatus, I wish to point 


out that this investigation began in January of 1952. and that during 
June of this vear the committee took action fix ng the date for this 
hearmng, thu ‘disprovi uv the charge of t] Daily Worker and other 
egments of the Communist apparatus that this hearing was timed by 
the committee for the express purpose of interfering with labor nego- 
tiation Che committee is not interested in internal disputes within 
labor o1 disputes between management and labor, but individuals 


engaged in union activities enjoy no greater immunity from investi- 
gation regarding subversive conduct or activities than individuals 
employed in the entertainment field, or education, or the Government, 
or any other of the professions. The committee has sueceeded to a 
¢ Communist infiltration into certain labor 
unions with the result in manv tstances that the local unions involved 


marked degree In eXposin 


have rid themselves of Communist domination and influence. In 
other instances, i} unions have endorsed and supported the com- 
mittees W rl 

An exar t of the decisions of the Comintern. Red Interna- 
tional of Labor | ons. and the Central Committee of the Commu 


nist Party of the lL nited States, shows that the most Important task, 


ind I quote from the Communist, official organ of the Communist 
Partv of the United States, is 


¢ 
' 


en f gravity of the daily a itv of our party, unions, and op 


nositic roul { e shops and factory » make the factories, mines, mills, 


If t be true t it the Communist Party f the OF ited States 1s en- 


deavoring in tl tren to use labor unions and its members for the 
final il and mora support of the Communist program, and if it 
be true that the Communist Party of the United States is endeavoring 
to nse the rat k ind-file members of labor minions to pr mote and ad- 
unce the Communist Party program, the Congress of the United 
State entitle tothat n for matior n order that it may take proper 
I \ esigned to protect the internal security of this 
country 1] re specifi ibiects of inquiry for the committee’s 
‘ i | IL rye | ttee Whi } ire 
kely { a heals nature, extent. character, and objects of Com 
(| vo defense a1 
tee-baiting section of the Communist Party charges 
l { ( lueting these hearings. mot vated by a 
ar ‘ ! i Phis typ | propaganda effort on the 


1 =| 11 ’ 
i rene rl reanactoare | e com- 
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mittee deplores explo tation of racial groups by the Communist Party 
or any other group. This committee believes in the basic integrity, 
character, and loyalty of all Americans, regardless of race or creed. 

I would like also at this time, before beginning the hearing, to make 
this announcement to the public: 

We are here at the direction of the Congress of the United States, 
trying to discharge 1 auty and obligation that has been placed upon 
us by the Congress No one who is present or who will be present in 
this room during Line earings, except the withesses who are sub 
penaed, Is required to be here. You are here by the permission of this 
committee and not by it compulsion. This committee will not coun 
tenance any attempt or effort on the part of anyone to make any dem 
onstration, either favorable or unfavorable, toward the committee’s 
undertaki gy or to What any person ¢ alled asa witness mia have to say. 


I donot mean to say this in any spirit of threat, but if such conduct 
should occur, Lam g g to promptly ask the officers to eject those who 
start or attempt to start any demonstration in the room, and if neces 


Saryv., Clear the entll room. 
Mr. Counsel. ire you ready Lo proceed ¢ 
Mr. TaAvENNER. Yes, sir. 
I would like to call as the first witness Mr. Lee Lundgren. 
Mr. Woop. Mr. Lundgren, will you come fory urd. please, sir? Will 
you raise your right hand and be sworn, sir? 
Do you solemnly swear the evidence you vive th s subcommittee shall 
be the truth, the whole truth. and noth ng but the truth. 39 help you 
God ? : 
Mr. Lunperen. I do 


Mr. Woop. Have a seat, sir. 


TESTIMONY OF LEE LUNDGREN, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
HAROLD A. KATZ 


Mr. Woop. Yo e represented by counsel. 
Mr. LunpGren. Yes: I am. 
Mr. Woop. Will counsel please, for the record, identify himself, g 


no s bu 


i — ffLcreire 


Mr. Karz. Haro \. Katz. 7 South Dearborn Street. Chicago. Ill. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Lundgren, during the progress of your examinatior 
here. vou are at perfect liberty to confer with vour counsel ” 

\ may such information from him vou feel 
voursel| n need of ; and he is at perfect liberty to confer with yo ind 
advise vouatanyvt e that he feels t proper. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Lunperen. Lee | dere} 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lunde I eve hee} el 
pena by the e 2ist y of M h 1950 
Ol e1 ve 

Mr. LunNperen. rrect. 

Mr. TAVENNER. A our appearance her pursuant t 
erved up ek:is that not true? 

Mir. LUNpGREN. 7] ( t. a I am o 
{ f pena that e( erved upon me 

Mr. TaAveEnNNerR. W ind ere were Vi Mr. v 
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Mr. Lunperen. Chicago, Il. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date of your birth ? 

Mr. Lunperen. July 17, 1915. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you explain to the committee briefly what your 
educational training has been ? 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, I had 4 years of high school, a year of college, 
and approximately a year at night school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us a brief statement of your occupa 
tional background ? 

Mr. Lunpcren. Presently or-— 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us begin at the period of the beginning of your 
work in labor. 

Mr. Lunperen. Well. I was working at the Goodman Manufactur- 
ing Co., and the plant was organized by the United Electrical Work- 
ers Union there: ind sometime shortly after that I went to work with 
the Un ted Ele tr al Workers Unio as a field represel tative. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you fix the period when you were employed 
by Goodman Manufacturing Co. ? 


“Mr. Lunperen. Well. I started there ipproximately in 1939 

Mr. TAVENNEI And vou continued to work there how long 

Mr. Lunperen. Until ipproximately 1945, somewhere in that gen 
eral 1 nity, a I nt t vork for the UE full-time around 1945 
or 1! i I t f UE til January 7, I believe it was, 
L950 bse ( the IUE-C1O, where I 
um pres ( ve 

Mr. 1] es N ly stat tance er | h 
\ I ‘ vthe Ul } 1167 

\! Wi | the oO eward e plant 
" r + t to the high 
ular plat Phe offi 
cial Ul e, Mr. Pat A L Ir Krane, asked 


lL] L ir 
loca 

Nir. | vENN | Vi we I ( ( c Ss a ll-time e ployee 
of the UE? 

Mr. LunpGren. That orrect 

Ml PAVEN? What was the natm f your employm« with 
the UE? 

MI I N N \ | iF eC] entative d mv job con 
S Lol 0 t! una t ill serv ne r rious 
sho] re ¢ hg | l l U ca . ad so 
0 | oO}! mnIZl? | 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, during the period you held those position 
were you also a memb r of another organization 

Mir. LUNpGrREN. Yes, I was. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What was that oreanization ? 

Mr. LuNpGREN. | 1 member of the Communist Party 

Mir. TAVENNER. Were you a member of the Comm st Party before 
you wer asked t ect ne " full-t ne emplover of the | Ie 

Mir. LUNpGrREN. No: I was not. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How ng aiter you be ie e]} lovee of the 


UE was it it \ ime a member of the (¢ munist P rty ? 
Mr. La GREN. VV ipproximately to 6 months aft I went 
Cre il | c ppl Ol rd ror the ( ! t Party 
Mr. TAVENNER. Do ye know what part the Communist Party 


Mr. Lunperen. As it 1 rned out, the two people that asked me to 
become a full-time member of the UE were members of the Comn 
Party. 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Who were they ? 

Mr. Lunp« REN, l) o Krane and P t Amato. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell the committee, please, just how you 


were recruited into the Communist Party ?¢ 


Mr. LunpveGren. Pat Amato, who was then the president of the UE 
local 1150, had talked to me over a period of time about joining the 
Communist Party. mat Bint that they would teach me 1. iot of things 
about the trade union mi vement and the role of the Communists in 
the trade-union movement: and that they would send me to a Com 
munist Party school if I joined up and signed wit the Communist 


Party. 


representative H lH. Velde left hea ne room, } 
Mi PAVENNI \ ited that | had Spoke to ia Del 
1 tin Ss. over a me ( ( time, ho t thos ] iftel ( yy ' ( ra 
period « me W y¢ 


Mr. Lunpcren. Approximately a month or so 
Mr. Tavenner. As a result of those inducements, vou became a 


er of the pa 


JUNDGREN. |] t is correct. 


7 


Mi 


I 
Mr. TAveNNER. H ong did you remain a member of t party / 
Mr. I 


Nii [PAVENNER 1) recall the date whet ou ieft the party 








3626 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE CHICAGO 


Mr. Chairman, I desire to offer this statement 11 
that it be marked as “Lundgren Exhibit No. 1.” 
Mr. Woon. It 


The document above referred to, 
Re filed herewith.) 


— SO ordered. 


marked 


“Lundgret 


AREA 


1 evidence and ask 


Exhibit No. 


Mr. Tavenner. And with the committee’s permission I would like 
to re id it into the record. 

CH 0, | Ii wy %, 1950 
N R Ss f I 1 ‘ 

As of t] l I} e handed in my resignations both as a field representative 
oO “sl 1150, UT ind as a member of the ¢ Pa \ 

As a trad nio I ive found that I could t serve two mas ~ My 
part pation in the ¢ munist Party made it impossible for me » pre serv 
the inte ts of tl rkers in building a democratic union, « t ed by the 
neu hip ed exclusive l eit { the ink and file I an 
now ed that the ¢ ! ire leading i LE works 
ad ! l Ira 

My cor d on tl eX] ‘ ‘ ! ited 1, when 
I w v t ti Iw ! T 
} | r i ( h ard a ( ad Via 
f ( b ye i full-time 
field rey } ' . 14 

St} ‘ work sa field ep! ‘ t e Tf ! Ul I was re 
cruited { Party by Pat A ito esidet oO. Ub 

I ned e tin I d heca I is told tl the ¢ mu 
Part In rite I rkers, and ft) DY n the 
party I ! rkers | ‘ ‘ da day py lel 

\ } rity ! d i | Con ! Party meet 
il UE offi n whicl nfer i f the UF were 
| ed In these ‘ i ' ' ‘ ear t 
‘ ( l’ ead 
} 

1 ‘ I’ | | } | ; 4 
\ ® fUED No. 11: Fred D uv} 

is hy ( 1’ ! ‘ 

[ ( ed 

you t | D> le 
} l ) business nagel 

I} | \ IN ( ! L | 

g be ¢ " sa ( 
I ! Krane neg he be 

i the 1 | , ’ 

| edge Fred ID) f rie ed i 

| 1 eading | I . 

‘ g h has ! ed ‘ hil Ul ‘ 
capa mn home trade ! ! l it rit ny 
ex } IE has ] t DeM ! ide! f «distr 11 er OF 
posed ( st Par determin he Ul 

I é he e! he | ‘ é I ‘ 

d ‘ fT t | CTO I rep ! ist 
} Tt; ' 
I Lt 

Ni Mr. Lundger refere) that tement to Pat 
\ I 0 ted with the UE to vo knowled 

\I | N EX \s fa is I | ) f I 

Mr. 1 Do vou know what } yn he ne iI 

Mr. | [ don't ov official t the 
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Mr. Tavenner. At the time you were recruited into the Communist 
Party by Pat Amato and others, as you have described, were you 
ned to any part ular group, branch. or cell of the party ) 

Mr. Lunperen. I was assigned to what we call t 
the Parsons Branch or Club. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do vou know how 

Mr LUNDGREN Well, the Parson Branch was the branch in w 
all of the Commu { Party members of the | I} were ass 


S10 


Chicago area. 
Mr. Tavenner. Was Pat Amato a member of that group or cell 
Mr. Lunperen. Yes: he was. 
Mr. Tavenner. You spoke in the course of your release a 

person by the name of Irving Krane. Was he a member of that 

branch / 
Mr. LuNbdGREN \t 1 t time he wa 


Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Irving Krane ha ft 
the Communist Party / 

Mr. Lunporen. Irvine Krane did leave the Communist Party, 
if I remember correctly, about October of 1949. 

(Representative Velde returned to the hearing room at this point.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Do y recall whether a pe} bv the 1 of 
Julia Gudinas—was she a member of that group! 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes: she was. 

Mr. TavenNer. | rence Crile 

Mii LUNDGREN } . e Was, 

Mr. Tavenner. He md. Richard Cril 

Mr. Lunperen. R Criley. if I reme 
offi ( Party Stat f J 

Mr. Tavenner. D snow what official 

Mi Li NDGRES | { t re ill | s off il positio 

Mr. Tavenner. At that time / 

Mr. Lunperen. Lad t recall his official posi ( 

Mr. Taverner. Ruth Levitova / | 

Mr. LuNpDGREN Rut Levitova was also mel r ‘ the ¢ 
nist Party at that time; it was the Parsons Bran 

Mr. TAVENNER. W ea member of the Parsoné Branch 7 

Mr. Lunporen. Yes: she was also on the staff as » field represent 
ative in oul parti lar local at that time. ' 

Mr. Tavenner. Do y recall the names of any other persons fron 
UE who were members of the Parsons Bi it the time vou became 
a member ¢ 

Mr. LuNpGrReN. I t k that is all at that particular time: the 
were others subseq ient to that time. but whe I actually joine | J 
Lioink that t if i | remem be! 

Repre entative Wood left the room at t Ss pont 

Mr. TAVENNER. ¢ vou recall the names of others 

that ra ol \ ie VO were al rn be or are \ 


wil \ Oo} \ riiyv / 
. . | 
\i | UNDGR \ i ] i | itl it r «i ‘ 
\i | + 
’ Lt AVI NEI eLiie | ( | | \ 
| ; 1? 
) i ‘ j | 
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after you }Oll ed al d persons who were members of the Communist 
Party and with whom vou met in Communist Party meetings? What 


I mean to sav is if it is difficult for you to determine between the 


tw lasses, I will not press the question at this time as to who were 


ictually members of this branch, this particular branch. 

Mr. Lunpcren. I would prefer that. 

Mr. Taverner. Now. when you joined this branch of the Com- 
} t Party. 1 Parsons ley neh. } Vi el vou notified as to where 
{ ries ( \ ild | ike p ice ¢ 

Mr. Lunper: Well, usually by phon or word of mouth or 
. vbe a ) ‘ ote o1 ething e that. and eve ything was 
verv secret as to where the meetings were act lly go g to bi eld 

\ir. Tavenner. Where were the meetings held? 

Mr. LUNDGREN he meetings were sually held in the homes of 


e of the Ce ! nist Party people. 

Nir | VENNER Were the meetings evel he ad ! } 

Mi Li NDGREN There was one held at the unio hall ind ifter 

t t meet rit was deemed that it wasn’t for the best of the people 
concerned to have anv additional meetings at the union hall. 

\i LP AVENNEI Well. expla n that. pl ise, What was the reason 


Mr. La NIDXIREN Well. for example. we had this Communist Party 
eeting in the hall, at the UE hall, at 575 uth Ashland, I believe it 


] } 


ie adoor to the room hy mustake 


was, and somebody | ippened to open t 
und it |e ked KK na of odd fo see a sm 1] group of people meeting ina 
ni tly ere wasn’t anv meeting scheduled for our particular 
oca that time. We thought it would create a lot of sus 
} ( 
Mr. Tavenner. Well, by suspicion do you mean that the rank-and 
hii mbers of the union would have objected to the use of its facilities 
c Communist Party meetings if they had known the true 
p ; } 
\ir. Lunpert That is correct. 
NI | ENNI | en coe that meat hat the ! bet {f the Com 
l t Part ed to neeal t] Commu t Partv me iber- 
rm ire | d file of the u \ h they ! tte pting to 
NI Ly ani \ tely ve 
Mr. Taverner. And because of the danger of exposing the Com- 
luenes t was being brought to bear upol the m n, you 
to ny further meetings in the union hall? 
Mi ws GREN | if riaht 
Mr. Tavi Can you recall at t time the names of the pet 
‘ ‘ he Commu t Party meet nes of the Par ons 
l} ( ld ? 
\I La ( EN Well, t] re ere two | es t] t we met n pretty 
{ ne was the home of I re Crile oO at that 
e | 7 West \1 oton street, a d the othe home 
\\ Mae S h. and ] lieve her address was 333 East 
Six ~ 
NI | N Do you knov hat off | position, if any, Willie 


NIaeS ‘ y 
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Mr. Lunperen. W e Mae Smith was the recording secretary of 


local 1150 for quite some ti However, she resigned it positi 
i 
when the local hilo went o1 record and signed the non-Commu! t 


affidavits and she resigned from the office of recording secret 
rathe Thanh sign t ( ( Commu) sf affidavit. 


Mr. Taverner. Did Willie Mae Smith hol. efficia? 


wa org 7 tel wmiona tafl l ite ‘ he b ime a 
trust ot « I { i he | | tO 0} ‘ k o1 vol tary 
basis, I understand, ome of the shops and t I think she was put 
into othe Shops on a idy Das D\ the loca nion as a sort of in 


Mr. Tavenner. And Julia Gui s, or her husband, what position 
did either hold, if : 

Mr. Lunpoeren. Well, Julia Gudina Lamsorry. Will vou reframe 
that question ¢ , 

Mr. ‘TaAvenner. D recall whether J iG eld a fh 
positio1 


Mii LUNDGR y rol ome t aly ECO ft et t 


rep. UU] ff} 
Mr. ‘l ‘ - P ; 
offi i ol UJ 
v“ | / 
Mr. Lunperen. V ' that I , 
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Mr. Tavenner. And you were paid a salary as a full-time employee 
of the UE? 

Mr. Lunperen. That is correct. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Were any of the persons whose names I have men- 
tioned as employs es of UE paid for any of their services rendered by 
them to the Communist Party by the Communist Party, to your 
kn mwwiedge ¢ 

Let me rephrase the question: At the time that these various em- 
ployees of the UE were receiving salaries from the UE, were they also 
receiving salaries or compensation for services rendered by them to 
the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. I don’t know whether they were or not. 

Mr. ‘TAvenner. Were you? 

Mr. Lunperen. No. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. Would it have been possible for you to have per- 
formed your services or ser\ ices that you were asked to perform for 
the Communist Party if you had not been at the same time receiving 
a living salary from the UE? 

Mr. Lunporen. Yes. 

Mr. Karz. Would you reread that question / 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me explain the purpose of my question a little 
further, and it might clear your understanding of it. I want to find 
out, if I can, to what extent the Communist Party was endeavoring to 
get its own members paid for work being performed for the Com- 
munist Party by having their members placed in high positions in 
labor where they would receive salaries from the unions. Have I 
made that clear ? 

Mr. L.t NDGREN,. Well, ] couldn’t have existed if l didn’t have n 
salary from the UE, I was working full time and that was my only 
income. 

Mr. Tavenner. And therefore you would not have been in a position 
where you could have rendered any valuable service to the Com- 
munist Party if you hadn’t been sustained by a salary from the union ? 

Mr. Lunperen. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. And isn’t that true of all of the other organizers of 
the UE who have been shown to be active Communist Party members? 

Mr. Lunperen. Of the people that I knew: yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, I don’t want to ask you what your union was 


paying you as a salary, but I do want to know whether the Com- 
munist Party paid you anything in the way of expense money or sal- 


ary or compensated you in any way for anything the Communist Party 
asked you to do or anything you did for it. 

Mr. Lunperen. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not the Communist Party 
h id a branch composed solely of persons who were affiliated W ith local 
L150 ¢ 

Mr. Lunpveren. Yes; they did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then that would be a separate branch, would it, 
from the Parsons Branch ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes; we had a separate branch for members of UE 
local 1150. 

Mr. Tavenner. What name did it bear? 

Mr. Lunperen. I don’t remember 
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Mr. ‘TAVENNER. How many members did it have? 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, it varied from time to time, we sometimes 
had as little as 5 and sometimes we had as many as 25 or 50, and there 
was quite a bit of turn-over. 

Mr. TAavi N NER, Irom what class or group of the members of loc il 
1150, I might say what level were the members of that branch, that 
is, were they rank-and-file members, and were they officers of 1950? 

Mr. Li NDGREN. \\ ell, there were some rank and file members, and 
others were officers of the local union. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Did you attend any of the meetings of those 
branches ¢ 

Mr. Lunporen. Yes: I did. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How many groups or branches were organized 
within 1150, local 1150? 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, again it varied, and we had for a while there 
we had one single club of everybody in UE loeal 1150 and then it 
seemed advisable to break it up into smaller groups, and then we had, 
| believe, three groups within L150. 

Mer. Pav NNER \\ it was the lara st number you think of groups 
within 1150 at any one time f 

Mr. Lunveren. Various branches, you mean ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes 

Mr. Lunporen. It was either three or four. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell me what shops or plants local 1150 
had contracts at that time? 

Mr. Lunperen. At that particular time, you mean? 

Mr. TAvENNER. Y¢ 

Mr. Lunporen. Now, is this going back to before 1950? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; back at the time that you are speaking of 
when you first became a member of the Communist Party and shortly 
thereafter. 

(Represent itive John =. Wood returned to the hearing room aft 
this point.) 

Mr. Li NDGREN. ] im: not exactly clear just what you want. You 
want the plants in the UE now or do you want the plants that were 
inthe UE at the time I went to work for them ? 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Well, I mean in the question for you to confine it to 
the plants with which the UE held contracts a* the time these various 
locals or branches existed in 1150, that you ust testified about, these 
branches of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Lunporen. | can give you sou, but L can’t give you all. Our 
local union lost quite a few shops during the period of between 1948 
and 1950, and it is a little hard for n » remember all of them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; I understand the difficulty of it, but just give 
us those that you are certain about. 

Mr. Lunperen. At that time? 

Mr. Tavenner. At that time; yes. 

Mr. La NDGREN Well. t hie re was W he leo I) strument Co.. whk h is 
presently in the LUE, CIO, and Thordason Electrix 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell it, please ? 


Mr. Lunperen. T-h-o-r-d o-n Electric, and that shop also left 
the UE and welt { IUE. Cid): nd \) ( “Uh { oOnadensel C"o.. 
which is still in the UE, I Phe Cinch Ma Pact ng Co 
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and there is the GM Laboratory Co., which I presume is still UE. 
Goodman Manufacturing Co. which is still UE. Jenson Radio 
Manufacturing Co. still in the UE. Pioneer GE Motors. It was 
Pioneer and then GE. and General Motors, which is still in the UE, 
ITassume. Standard X-ray Co and the William H. Welch Co. It 
st 1] ni ie | Ie 
Another shop I recall is the Chicago Transformer, which the UE 
lost, and I understand there is no union in the plant at the present 
Lime. Ss beam was also i? the low | at t] it time, wh eh | under 
stand has a contract with another uhion. and it is no longer UE. 
(Repre ntative Francis E. Walter left the hearing room at this 
pone. ) 
Mr. Lunperen (continuing). That is all I recall at the present time. 
Mr. Tavenner. Now, that covered the period roughly between 1945 


and 1948. did it not ? 


l 


Mr. Lunporen. That is correct. I am sure there are a number of 
use we had at one time 


other sh ps that were ih oul le i unron, bec 


il 
pa :' :' ’ : eas . , ' ; 
(200 members, and In around January 1, ito, Wwe only had about 
2000 members 


Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether a substantial number of these 
plat ts were engaged 1n work or contracts tor the national defense of 


the country? 


Mr. Lunperen. Well, are you going back to World War II—— 
Mr. TAVENNER. Through the period 1945 to 1948. 
Mr. 11 NDGREN. Yes: a numbe r of them had defense contra ‘Ts: for 


example, at Goodman Manufacturing Co. where I was employed, I 


they aid t ietense contracts. 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us whether the unions which worked 


: y of these separate plants were separately organized by the Com 
mu t Part to cells or branches or whether there was just a few 
orn é t went into the vai ous cells ? 

Mr. J NDGREN Well, for example, we doa special club at S 

‘ f . ‘ ‘ who of e ( st 
Part ici ft ‘ mad What we col ‘ a Ne ~ Branch 
yvhnere tiie re on the nort wi ld belo toa particu- 

ind l ihe south sick i the west side belonging to 

mother group tine uth side of the « Vy. 

Mr. Taven> Well, how was the Communist Party line brought 
own tot vari ells or how were the Communist Party directives 

parted to those cells ? 

\I LLUNDGREN Wi il, we have ofte id some of the top leaders 
| Co} i { Party attend our meetings. Ieven whet ‘t] ey d d 

t att ad the meet gs, Why, whoever had the job as edu it nal 
lirector for that part lar club would have a mimeographed pv of 
t order or pian or \ itever 1t might be, whatever the ft] Ing n ight 
e at the t ind they would bring this to the club and then report 
f that di ve they received § fr the Communist Party 
ead l . 

Mr. ‘J “e. Who were some of these high-level functionaries 
i the Ce { Party who attended your meetings and imparted 
ie Com t directives or line? 

Mir. Lit GRI Well, I remember Gil Green attending so of ou 
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Mr. Tavenner. What position did he hold? 
Mr. Lunperen. He was chairman of the Illinois State Committee 


of the Communist P irty ; and Fred Fine, KF 1-n-e, | wuess that is the 
spelling, who was. I think, labor secretary of the Communist Party 
the State of [ilinois for a while , 

Mii LT AVENNER Do ve know whether bot} I: rie d Gree ire at 


the present time fugitive 
Mr. LUNDGREN. I understand they are fugitives fro1 rust ICE t tine 
present time. In addition, there is Max Weiss, who I remember at 


tended a meeting at the home of Flo Hall. who was also a member 
the Communist Party 

Mr. Tavenner. I want to ask vou if any of the following-named 
persons who were alleged to be members of the UE attended ar y Con 


/ 


11) t Party meeting il wl ch you were present 
Mr. Lunperen. Iam sorry, sir, I didn’t get your questi 
nt to ask you whether or not the persons Whose 


Mr. TaAveNNeER. I wa 
imes I am going to eall attended Communist Party meetings at 


Now. the first one J want to ask about is Willie Mae Smith. 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes: she was a member of the Communist Part) 

Mr. TAveENNER. Now the next is Florence Hall. 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes: she was a member of the Communist Party 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether or not she held a position 
the district executive board of the Com LunIst Party of Thin OS ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes: she did. 


Mr. Tavenner. Betty Verri, V-e-r-r-1? 

Vir. LUNDGRED Yi ( eld some of our meet os at the ‘ | 
l Vi : th t Communist Party membe) 

\i PAY \\ ua quainted with her | ' 

Mr. Lunperen. \ I met Al Ver if Col 
st Pai e volng 

Mr. ‘Tay : it p e ] 
hq prt t VW 

\I ~La NDGRE> } - in org tt 1 I 
{ | No \\ ( mel e Ul 

\l TAVENNI \ ntioned in the course of \our state f 
J it I | Dutner, a Ul rhat ( 

W » ken | vO to veal I bel oft the | ol t Pr 


Mr. Lunperen. Yes. Fred Dutner was a member of the Co 
Party 
Mr. Tavenner. H vou attended Communist Party m« 
him 9 . 

Mr. Lunperen. } 

Mr. TAVENNER. J ; 

Mr. Lunpveren. Yes: he was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Thomas Brown, Jr. ? , 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes: 

Mr. Tavenner. Lottie Glicker? 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes: e was a member of the Communist Party. 


he was a member of the Communist Party. 


i | 
or she was, I should say. 


Mr. TAvVENNER. Ja 
Mr. Lunpoeren. Yes: Jack Birch was a member of the Commu 


Party. 


~ 
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Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you recall what position he held ? 

Mr. Lunpcren. He was the business manager of it, president, I 
believe, of UE local 1119. He was also a member of the section com- 
mittee of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. In what general work were the members of local 
1119 engaged / 

Mr. Lunvoren. They had a separate local of their own. 

Mr. Tavenner. What shops did they have contracts with, if you 
know ¢ 

Mr. Lunpveren. UE local 1119 had Allied Industrial Co., Brunswick 
Radio Co., General Laminated Co. Brand Sheetmetal, Jennet Manu- 
facturing Co., L. Hommedieu, H-o-m-m-e-d-i-e-u Co. It is the Mark 
Stone Manufacturing Co., Pastche Air Brush Co., United Motor Serv- 
ice Co. That is all 1 remember in 1119. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Were any of those companies engaged in the filling 
of defense contracts during the period 1945 to 1948, or even to 19507 

Mir. Lunperen. I don’t recall. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Pasco Soso? 

Mr. Lunperen. Pasco Soso was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what local he was connected with? 

Mir. Li NDGREN,. Yes, he was yresident of LCE local 1114. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, what plants or shops did that local have con- 
tracts with? 

Mr. Lunperen. UE local 1114. Alberg Bearing, American Corp., 
Armstrong Blum, Bamback Manufacturing Co., Bradfoot Gear Co., 
Chicago Metal Co.. Combustion Engineering Co., Excelsior Tool & 
Die Wor ks. Hat some Scale Co.. 1). ( ). James ( rear Co., Hubbard Spool 
Co.. John Wood Manufacturing Co.—— 

(Representative John S. Wood returned to the hearing room. ) 

Mr. LunNpeGren (continuing). Midwest Tool Co., Miehle Printing 
Press Co., Minneapolis-Honeywell Regulator Co.., Armatrude Ma 
ch e, ()nsr nd. and Skelley Jones Co. 

Phat is all I remember at the present time. 

Mr. Taverner. Was Frank Allen a member of the Communist 
Party. to vour knowledge ? 

Mr. Luxperen. Yes: Frank Allen was a member of the Communist 
Party 

NI) | \VENNFI Now. I would like for you, if you know, to state 
whether any of these people withdrew from the Communist Party, 
if they did withdraw. 

Let me rephrase the question: If any of the persons that I asked 
vou about have withdrawn from the Communist Party to your knowl- 
ede - I worl ld like for you to so state. 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes, I will. 

Mr. Tavenner. Up to this point have any of these persons with- 
drawn from the Communist Party as far as you know ? 

Mr. Lunperen. Not to my knowledge. 

Mh Cavenner. What local was Frank Allen connected with ? 

Mr. Lunperen. Frank Allen was on the international staff as an 
ranizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. John T. Bernard—was he a member of the Com- 
munist Party. to your knowledge ? 

Mr. Lunporen. Yes; he was. 


or 
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Mr. Tavi N NER. W hat position did he hold in the union ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. John Bernard was a field organizer and also the 
litical action director for district 11 of the UE. 

Mr. Tavenner. Milton Burns? 

Mr. Lunperen. Milton Burns also was a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. ‘T A\VENNER What official position did he hold th UE? 

Mr. Lunveren. He was an international representative for the UE. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How did you know that Milton Burns and these 
other persons whose hames you have mentioned ° re members of 
the party ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, all of these people whose names so far | have 
een them at Communist Party meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were those meetings in which the Communist Party 
matters were discussed and acted upon ¢ 
Mr. Lunpveren. That is correct. 





Mr. Tavenner. Were these meetings to whi i refer meetings 
nh the nature of the < losed meetings ot the ¢ oli Ist Pat tv. or were 


they meetings which the public could attend ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. They were closed meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Harry Freed. Are you acquainted with him? 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes; I know Harry Freed. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What official position did he hold ? 

Mr. La NGREN. Harry Freed was at one ftime an acting bu iness 
agent of UE local 1119 and was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with a person by the n ume of 
Ned Gorgolinski, G-o-r-g-o-]-i-n-s-k-i ¢ 

Mr. Lunporen. Yes, I was: he was a member of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do vou know that? 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, Ned Gorgolinski at one time was vice presi- 
dent of UE local 1150 ind was in the same party branch that I was in 
for a long time. 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean the Parsons branch? 

Mr. Lunperen. Mike Karpa was also a member of the Communist 
Party, and he was, I cuess he was on the international staff and also 
issociated with UE local 1119, brother-in-law of Ernie DeMaio. 

Mr. Tavenner. John S. Kelliher. 

Mr. Lunperen. John Kelliher was the president of the Local 1154, 
which was the UE local at Stuart-Warner before the UE lost that. 

Mir. Tavenner. Melvin Krantzler. 

Mr. LunpGren. He was a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall what his official position was? 

Mr. Lunperen. Krantzler was research director for UE district 11. 

Mr. Tayi NNER, Hy Vi do you know he Was a member of the (‘om 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. Lunporen. Melvin Krantzler was educational director for ow 
branch for a time. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the Parsons branch ? 

Mr. Lunperen. That is right. 

Mii 'TAVENNER. li 1 LaMaux. 

Mr. LunpGren. Ina LaMaux was a member of the Communist Party, 


est of my knowledge she left the Communist Party. 
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Mr. TAvenNerR. At the time she was a member did she hold any offi 

I} the U Ie 
Mr. LUNDGREN. Yes: she was first vice president. : 
Ir. TAvenNeER. Raynal Lofgren. 
Mr. Lunporen. Ray Lofgren was for a short period of time a mem 

ber of the Conn list Party, but hi definitely left the Communist 


Mr. ‘J \VENER Le rl ird J. McDonough. 
Mr. Lunperen. I don’t remember McDonough. whether he was a 
member of the Communist Party or not. 
bis ny Me 1} ~ 
Mr. LunpGren. Yes: he was. 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall? 
Mr. Lunperen. Yes: he was. 
Mr. ‘TAVENN Do you recall what official position 


he held in the 


Mr. Lunperen. | apptbenygs: ear you. 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall what os ial position he held in the 


Mr. LunpeGren. He ry Meihs was a field representive for the UE 
Local 1114 at one time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Art Rhodes, R-h-o-d-e 

Mir. LUNDGREN Art Rinodes was also a member of the Parson Club. 

Mr. Tavenner. Robert Scott. 


\} La NDGREN I Dert Scott was ilsoal ember of the Parsons Club 
. } ’ 1] P 

\I LAVENN Do you reca | wl it local he was a member of ? 

Mr. I paren. Ul Local 1150 

\] | \ ] \\ ere thre ] i? Ss Or Shops Vil wi ch Loca 
\/ ] ‘\ | eve | named the 


Mr. ‘T William J. Sheehar 
\l I I vy. V im J. Shee ! so al mber of thy 
( P nternational repr tative for the UI 
\j I I {) io Vo ba youl itement t] t Vii Hee 
‘ e Coo must Party 
\l 1.1 REN B = e| iso att ‘ i meet ’ Nn rhpes 
! ot the Co ! Par 


. \ 
5! LUNDGI \ Adam Sm Iso wa 1 member of the Communist 


Mi | VEN NEI Wi it position did Ad m Smith hold the unio 


one til e he was vice president of UE Local 1119. 


M I e Smit Was 2 meni of the Commu { 
Party, a e was a member of the section branch, the section co1 
rifts ( . Party of the | I 

\I | ENNI \\ it do vou mean by “the section committee’? 

Mr. Lu . Well, the section committee was a committee made 

l es from the varie lub n other words, t] 
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section committee Wo ld nave members from l EK Local LLD0O, | EK 
Local 1119, UE Local 1114, and the other UE locals who were in the 
UE at that time. And Alice Smith was at that time vice pre ident 
of the district 11 UE 

Mr. Tavenner. Walter Stempel, S-t-e-m-p-e-l. 

Mr. Lunperen. Walter Stempel was also a member of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. On what do you base your statement ? 

Mr. Lunperen. Walter Stempel attended some of the meetings ut 
I did in the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Louis Torre. 

Mr. Lunperen. Louis Torre was not a member of the same branch 
that I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Therefore, you are unable to sa 

Mr. Lunperen. I am unable to identify him as ember « 
Communist Party 

Mr. Tavenner. Leo Turner. 

Mr. Lunperen. Leo Turner, who is now with t 
Workers, was also a member of the Communist Party. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. How do you know that ? 

Mr. Lunperen. Leo Turner attended some of the Communist Party 
meetings that I attended. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Now, all of the persons whose names you have iden- 
tifed as members of the Communist Party were members of the UE: 
were they not ¢ , 

Mr. Lunperen. That is correct 


Mr. Tavenner. Now, during the course of your experi t 
member of t e Col l st Party, did you meet n Commu! I Party 
meetings W th othe Del ons know1 to vouto! members of the part) 


who were not me} hers of the UE? 
Mr. Lunperen. Yes: I did. 
Mr. Tavenner. Would that include high functionaries frora the 
State of Illinois? 
Mr. Lunperen. That is correct 
Mr. Tavenner. That is. high functionari the Com t Part 
Mr. Lunnoren. Yi 
Mr. Tavenner. Who were some of those high tionaries. and 
der what cireumsta ( n 
Mr. Lunperen. Well, as I previously testified, I met Gil Green, 
Fred Fine, and Max Weiss | met nother HePrso) vf , { 


o was Illinois State secret: 


} 
Cs « 


> ’ ,sY , . 1 ; ' . 
Richard C1 iwe?”y.,. W o 1 believe had sor etrhing to « vitht © ¢ itie 


> Hammersmark ho operates the Modern Bookstor 

Mr. Tavi NNER. Where does he opel ite that store / 

My La NDGREN Well, the last I remembe) [ i 0 W a | 
treet, and I don’t ember the exact addre 

Mr. I \VENNFEI | 1 tv of Chi Of 
Mr. Lunperen. Y It is ] 


© oT onT Meet 


—_ 
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Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you name other persons ¢ 

Mr. Lunporen. Well 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were not members of UE, but whom you 
learne cl to ky ow us menibers of the C‘ommunist Party ? 

Mr. Lunperen. There was Leon Katzen, who was a full-time fune 
tionarv of the Communist Party. who was also on the UE staff at the 
recommendation of ernest DeMaio for a short pel lod of time. Sam 
Kushner was business manager of UE Local 1119, and he resigned 
from that position and went to work full-time for the Communist 
Partv: and Claude Lightfoot and Herbert March. William L. Pat 
terson was a director of the Abraham Lincoln School at the time, and 
William Sentner of the Chicago Star when it was in existence. Luther 
Talley 

Mr. | \VENNER J st a moment. What position did William Sent 
ner have with the Chicago Star ‘¢ 


Mr. Lunperen. I believe he was publicity director at some official 


cap tv with the Chicago Star. 

ly | VENNER Now. these persons whose names you have mel 
tioned. other th the officials on a hicl evel. and whom Vou sav were 
members of e Co nist Partv. were known to you as Communist 
memb my it basis 


Mi La NDGREN, VV . Vi men where | met thes people ¢ 
\I PAVENNEI Yo How did y um KNOW them ¢ 


Mr. Lunperen. Well. at Communist Party meetings. sometimes thx 


higher section committee meetings, Communist Party school that ] 
ittended rious Communist Party affairs that were strictly for Con 
mul Party mbers only 

\ Pay . \\ lid vou meet Luther Talley at the Con 
I ! t Pa ( 


NI | L\VENNEI Wer Vol iequainted wW t! Alfred W iwenknecht ? 
Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to vou to be a member of the Con 


Mr. Lunporen. He was one of the top officials of the Ilhnois State 
Communist Party 

Mr. Tavenner. Were vou acquainted with Abe Feinglass? 

AY lwNpGREN. Yes: I was 


\I TAVENNER. What was his position within the union? 


Mi Li NIM \ Wi I}. he was revo! | a rector, o1 had some title 
hike that, of e Fur and Leather Workers’ Union. 

Nin PAVENNEI Was he known to vou to be a member of the 
Commu t Party ( 

\I i Gren. Yes: he was 

\] i Bl Vhat was the basis of yvour kno ledge ¢ 

Mi LL.UNDGREN Well, at that time Lhe Feinglass was ah opel 
(‘commu (i) tted pubhiely t| hi hye Wi 1 member ot th Com 
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Mr. Lunperen. Joseph Starobin is the foreign editor for the Daily 
Worker. | atte nded it lw cheon at one time with Joseph Starol in as 
the principal speaket 

Mr. Tavenner. Bernard Lucas? 

Mr. LUNDGREN. Yes: he was a memibe r of the Commu t Party 

Mr. | \VENNER, How was he identified W th the union ¢ , 

Mr. Lunperen. He was an official of the Harry Bridges Long 
horemen’s Unio 

Mr. Tavenner. Ho did you know he was a member of the Con 

nist Party 

Mir. LuUNIx RES | ttended Commu st Part) meeting with h 

Mr. Tavenner. Aaron Bindman / 

Mr. Lunperen. Aaron Bindman was also an official of the Long 

oremen's Union. | is also a member of the Cor t Part 


Mr. Tavenner. Hilliard Ellis? 


Mr. Lunperen. Hi id Ellis was an official of Loca > of the 
United Auto Wo . I understand .: also Was n open member 
of the Commu! Party ) 

Mi I I Ni I ive spoken of loeal disti { { 

t your testimol ! | nk would be we t ive al rh 
in explanation of the organization et-up of dist | of the Co 
munis Party Las you understood It 


‘ { 
‘ ' 1 
ir. Lit t be L positr ; eatin ae 
rite Viinn \ k Wa \\ 
Lt dow st L¢ i i | off tha | ‘ I pe 
ell ve how mia ‘ ere Wert nthe entire ¢ 
\i | VENNEI i? Vu kno VW | e Lol Lie l ) j Oo! 
, ‘ CE wy / 
\i | NDGURES 1 lye ( ‘ twasa a bO) OM 
I LAVENNER., ( break that owl a tel ( pp \ 
} } r ml I's oT local \ ( have bee I L)] t or you! 
Lest iO mptteo ( t time. tha i. L150 Li.’ 1 { 1 re Lil 
I «l nt t | | ( ive hamed ot Cl oO! i! { UK 


Mr. Moutprr. Were those union 1 nbers ¢ 

Mr. TAVENNER Yes, s 

Who wer the o Cl 0 

Mr. LunNperen. At that 

Mr. TAVENNE! ! 
Communist Party. 

Mr. Lunpcren. Well. I don’t recall all of the officers, but I di 
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Mr. Tavenner. Now, you mentioned the fact in the early part of 
your te mony that you attended a meeting in the home of Willie 
Mae Smith Do ve i recall the date of that meeting / 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes, I attended a meeting at the home of Willie 
Mae Smith on December 16, 1949. 

Mr. lL AVENNER. What w is the purpose of thi meeting 
Mir. LUNDGREN he purpose of th particular meeting was to draw 


1} i il Ot andidates which would e nominated at ow regular 
on meeting o7 December IS, 2 davs later, and outline the renel ul 
program for the membership meeting. 
~ Mr. Tavennet Now, what kind of a meeting was this? Was this a 
committee meeeting of the UE, or was it a meeting of some othe 
revanizatio 
Mr. Lunperen. It was a meeting of the Communist Party to plan 
tl nominate ind the slate of officer : that would be nominated at 
the regular union meeting. 


Mr. Tavenner. Was that the common practice in the UE, that a 
late of the officers would be selected first by the Communist Party 
before being presented to the UE for action / 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes: it was. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER, Now, was such a slate prepared at this meeting of 
ember 16, L940 4 

Mr. LunpeGren. Yes. 

Mr. Taverner. Was that slate presented to the rank and file mem- 
bers of the UE at its regular convention or official meeting? 

Mr. Lunporen. Yes: it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. And was it put over? 

Mr. Lunporen. Yes: it was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was t 

ime appeared on that slate was deft ated for election 


Nir Lo N DORE N No Che entire inte wa selected if thy ( ommu 


here inv Instance in which a person whose 


/ 


Part eeting o1 December 16. was nominated at the union meet- 
! on Dece Pr ios al 1, sub equent to that time. were elected, with 
except 

L alse Oo mention that not all of the people that were selected 

by the Com st Party group were men bers of the Communist 

Party. Many times, as in this case, they select non-Communist Party 

mem . let us say, give the appearance of respectability to them 
Mr. 1 SE ee ren 

( who wer ol ered n the leht their 

\ the Cor ’ t Party line lf ao t } mM 


\I I ( N I ld iv that ) of the people } { didn’t 
1] he party felt that they wouldn't 
1) fron ple, | use the were a litth 
ro von, 
Mr. 1 W point that 
f r by Com nist Party the eet ‘ Oo 
( i ( t Partv meet en lid thev go about getting 
i] ! 
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who would nominate certain people, and who would second the nomi- 
nation, and the slate was thus selected and nominated. 

Mr. TAVENNER. The persons selected at the Communist Party meet 
Ing made the nominations from the floor i 

Mr. Li NDGREN. Well. people that were selected by the Communist 
Party members, wh not necessarily were Communist Party mem 
bers themselves, made nominations, but they made the nominations of 
the people who were selected by the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. How were the Communist Party members to know 
whether or not their choice would be recogn zed by the chairmat 
If the ( hairman rec ognized someone else, it would have disrupted thie 
plan, would it not? 

Mr. LunpGren. I would say that the chairman of the meeting did 
expect any opposit on trom any particulai group, and that a Lhe 
people were nominated, or the officers, or 1t was time for the certair 


j } 1 j ! " 
oO} to he nom ated. that po sibly ontv one Mmnd we ild pe ra eq 


fo nominate a part ular person for that oflice. And they also had 


people arranged that would move to close the nominatior 

Mir PAVENNER Who is the chairman of the meeting at which t 
slate was selected / 

Mr. Lunpcren. Pat Amato—pardon me. The chairman at what 
meeting ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Of the meeting which elected the slate of officer 
chosen by the Commu} t Party. 

Mr. LuNpereEN. 71 on meeting 

Mr. TAvVENNER. ) 

Mr. LUNpGREN. 7] nm mee ow eha r A ( 

Mr. LAVENNI \ | Pat Amato 

M LUNDGREN mk lent of local 1150 at the t e 

Mr. TAVENNER. A d I understand that Pat Amat 

‘ f the Pars ott Communist Party / 

Mr. ] YDGI * \ rac in er of e 
Party up u ‘ (Netober of 4 rie re ‘ ( 
t ( P L non-Com) 

M LAVEN \\ ‘ Pat Amato resigned a 

Conmmeniet Pa e attend any Con t Party meeting 

! no lore ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. N it I remember 

Mir. TAVENNER. D ive access, to your knowledge ( 
it the Comm i vy took on certa matters a ‘ 


Mr. Tavenner. Well, tell us about that. 
LUNDGREN. Well. after we would have a Communist Part, 

vl ) Yr aay I would tell Pat Amato o1 report te 
‘at Amato just exactly what had gone on at the Communist Party 


eeting. to kes eg > te 

Ol t P 

Mr. ‘J NNI So he s fully aware of t ( ( 
p> /: 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did you advise him of the meeting at which the 
slate Wits prep ired of those who were to be elected as the officers ot 
the UB? 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes: I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. So that when he acted as chairman of the UE 
meeting, he knew the names of those that had been selected by the 
Communist Party at its prior meeting, who were to make the 
nominations 4 

Mr. LunpoGren. Yes. 

Mr. TAvi NNER, And he also knew who composed the list which was 
to be crammed down the throats of the members of the UE / 

Mr. Lunperen. He knew the list in advance. 

( Representative Harold H. Velde left hearing room.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the business manager of local 1150 at the 
time of this Communist Party meeting which selected the list of 
proposed candidates for UE? 

Mr. Lunperen. Irving Krane was the business manager of the local 
it that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have already testified that he was a member 
or had been a member of the Communist Party, and was he a member 
it that time? 

Mr. LuNperen. No: he was not. He had resigned in about October. 

Mr. Tavenner. And this was in December ? 

Mr. Lunperen. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, what position did the Communist Party at 
this preliminary meeting take with regard to the then present business 
manager, Irving Krane?/ 

Mr. Lunpoeren. Well, in particular, Sam Kushner, who was a full 
time member of the Communist Party, ind also Flo Hall, who I have 
testified about previously, had said that the Communist Party had 
met, the State executive board of the Communist Party had met, 
and that thev had said that it was unwise to have Krane continue 
onas the busi less manager of the loc il. und that he should be replaced 
by Fred Dutne 

Mir. ‘Tavenner. So that the State committee of the Communist 
Party made the decision that Irving Krane was no longer to be busi- 
ness manager of the UE. 7 
Mr. Lunperen. That is correct. That is what I was advised: that is 
hat I was told by Sam Kushner and Flo Hall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any reason assigned why the Communist Party 


; 


\ 


ould not permit the UE to elect its own business managet 
Mr. Lunperen. Well, the question wasn’t really discussed; T mean 
nS - St meno} ed that he was pol tically unreliable. 


! 


Mr. ‘TTAVENNER Politically unrehable. Krane had been considered 


politically reliable as long as he was a member of the Communist 
Party: hadn’t he? 

Mr. Lunporen. Yes 

Mi PAVENNER Well, what occurred that | inged his statu oO 
‘ State leaders of the Communist Partv ? 

I Li GREN. L woul vy that Irvine Krane was beginning t 
qu of e Cn st Party, and as such he wa 
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handed him, he becomes politically unreliable: is that in substance 
what you mean‘ 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Was the State organization of the Communi 
Party successful In eliminating Irving Krane as business Manavel 
local 11504 

( Representative Harold H. Velde returned to hearing room, ) 

Mr. Lunperen. He was eliminated. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was it that led the fight to oust Krane becaus 
‘of his political unreliability ¢ 

Mr. LunpGren. Sam Kushner and Flo Hall. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the last name / 

Mr. Lunperen. Flo Hall, Florence Hall. 

Repre entative John S. Wood left hearing room. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Can you give us the names of the list prepared at 
the Communist Party meeting of the slate which was to b adopted 
by the UE at its next meeting! Iam speaking now of the meetmg 


of December 16, 1949: that is, at the home of Willie Mae Smith. 


ot 


Mi LUNDGREN. | remember the names of the cand dates who were 
selected, but I want to emphasize the point that some of these people 
were not members of the Communist Party, and also had no idea that 
they had even been sele ted by the Communist Party. 

Mr. | A\VENNER. Phen I will change my question, and ask you to 
state only the names of those on that list who were known to you Lo 
be members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. LunpereN. Starting off with the president, | 


at Amato, who 


ul previously ‘resigned from the Communist Party, was selected 
(nd then there was Fred Dutner selected for the business-manage 
posit on, and he also had been a member of the Communist Party dl 


Was Il ittendance at that meeting at which we selected the sl te. on 
December 16, at Willie Mae Smith’s home. 
Then there was Jul i Grudinas, who was also a membe) t tire 
nist Party, who was selected on the slate as trustee. 


Mi \VENNER \\ hat position Was she bell vr recotnmended Tor, ado 


ou know ? 
Mr. LuNperen. Trustee of local union 1150 
\nd also, James Dawkins, who was also selected for the position 
oft t istee f [ ‘~~, | Ociu | LP ina he also Was a ember of the Com 
nist Party 
Mir. PAVENNER. \\ it position Was Fred Dutne put »p ior? 
Mr. LuNpeéren. Fred Dutner was put up for business manager of 
il 1150: and, as | mentioned prey ously, Fred Dutner was in at- 
tendance at the meet ne al Willie \l e Smith's home o ie ibe! 
and that was the Communist Party meeting at which lhe is I 
umended for that position: and, as I understand it, at the pre t 
time he still holds that position 
Mr. Tavenner. What experience had Fred Dutne id 
ld have qualific for the position of b hag 
ch | ito (ile Ve for the oth e 
\i | IM \ We itually. | ed Dut } 
i] ! i i mad to \ rw ied | i ( 
) ci { ‘ ot i 1 i i 
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Mr. Lunperen. He had merely been an organizer, and getting work- 
ers into the UE, but had participated not in negotiations. 

Mr. Tavenner. What had Irving Krane’s record been as a business 
agent f 

Mr. Lunporen. Prior to Irving Krane’s coming on the staff, Irving 
Krane was a lawyer, and he had negotiated the contracts in the local 
there for a period of 7 or 8 years, and in my opinion he was an excel 
lent negotiator of contracts. 

Mr. TAavenNer. Excuse me a moment. 

Mr. Watrer. The committee will stand in recess for 10 minutes. 

(A short recess was taken. ) 

(Representative John S. Wood returned to hearing room.) 

Mr. Woop. Let us have order, please. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mr. Lundgren, do you recall the date when the 
UE took action at its convention to comply with the non-Communist 
affidavit provisions of the Taft-Hartley Act? 

Mr. Lunperen. I believe it was at the 1949 national convention of 
the UE. 

Mr. Tavenner. And was it the decision of the UE to comply with 
the provisions of the act by having the proper officers execute a non- 
Communist affidavit # 

Mr. LunpGren. That is correct. 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Do you recall what position Willie Mae Smith held 
at that time? 

Mr. Lunpveren. At that time, Willie Mae Smith was the recording 
secretary of UE Local 1150. . 

Mr. ‘TAvenner. Was she required, under the provisions of the act 
and the decision of the UF, to sign the non-Communist allidavit ¢ 

(Representative Francis E. Walter left hearing room.) 

Mr. Lunperen. The decision of the UF nationally was referred 


to the various locals who deemed it advisable to be in complance 
with th t. and our local went on record in favor of signing the 
non-Commt t aflidavit, which we subsequently did. 


Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did that include the position of the recording sec 
retary of the local 1150? 
Mr. LunpGren. Yes: it did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did Willie Mae Smith. as the recording secre- 
tarv of local 1150. execute the aflidavit ¢ 

Mr Li NDGREN,. No: she did not. 

Mir. TAVENNER. What did she do? 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, she resigned her position as recording secre- 
tary rather than to sign the non-Communist affidavit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, when action was taken by the local to com- 


ply with the provisions of the Taft-Hartley Act with regard to the 


ening of the non-Communist affidavit, did your branch of the Com 
mu =f Party, that 1s, the Parso1 S$ branch, also consider the matter ? 
Mr. LuNparen. Yes: we had a meeting of our branch of the Com- 
mu { Party. i! d we ci scussed who would sigh the non-Communist 
atlidavit, what officers would actually sign and which officers would 


Mh 'TAVENNE! Was that before the UE took its action ? 
Mr. Lunpoeren. That is correct. That is UE Loeal 1150. 
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Mr. TAvVENNER. So just as in the case of the preparation of the 
list of officers that were to be elected, so the Communist Party again 
met in a secret meeting ahead, and decided what the policy of the 
local UE should be with regard to the signing of the non-Communist 
affidavit ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes; in all cases where matters of importance were 
going to come up before the local membership meeting, those matters 
were discussed at the Communist Party meeting prior to the union- 
membership meeting, and that also included the selection of dele- 
gates to conventions, and any official business like that, always the 
names of these people were selected at the Communist Party meeting 
first. Then it was brought to the attention of the people at the regular 
union-membership meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Would it be fair to say that the action of the UE 
was just merely a matter of form in carrying out the decision that had 
already been made by the Communist Party? 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, that was what always happened. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know of any instance of any importance 
where the decision of the Communist Party in a prior meeting was 
turned down in a UE meeting later held? 

Mr. Lunperen. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. Tavenner. Right at that point, let me ask you, when these 
meetings were held in which the Communist Party decision was fol- 
lowed and adopted, were those meetings fully attended by the rank 
and file of the UE? 

Mr. Lunpveren. The union membership meeting, you mean ¢ 

Mr. 'Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Lunpoeren. No. For example, when we had 7,200 members 
in our local union, when we had 100 we had a pretty good meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Therefore, it was only necessary for the Communist 
Party to be certain that it had a majority of about 100 that would at- 
tend these meetings, or a majority, say, of 51 out of 100 that would 
attend these meetings, to adopt its program / 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, they didn’t actually have 51 members, but 
all they needed was the 51 people out of 100 who would go along with 
the program of the party, knowingly or unknowingly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Therefore, if the rank and file of the UE would 
desire to oust Communist control and influence, all it would have to 
do would be to come out and vote; isn’t that about the solution ? 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, to some extent that is true, but if they had 
even turned out in greater numbers, they probably would have been 
met with a lot of parliamentary procedure and tactics of the Commu- 
nist Party, which would tend to slow up the people’s desire. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, now—excuse me. 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, another point that would probably happen 
is that they would drag the meeting out to some great length, which 
the average person would then go home, but the hard core would 
stay through and see that the policies of the party would be carried 
out. 

Mr. Tavenner. That conforms with the pattern that has been 
shown to the committee in various fields of endeavor—the moving- 
picture industry and other places. 
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I would like for you to describe a little more fully, if you can, the 
means that would be adopted by the Communist Party to put over 
in UE meetings the decisions which it had made secretly, ahead of 
the meetings. Now, can you explain it in a little more detail? 

(Representative Francis E. Walter returned to hearmg room.) 

Mr. Lunveren. Well, the local was under complete Communist 
control, and we really never had any major opposition, so that the 
people were not aware of the fact that actually a Communist Party 
meeting had been held to work out the details before the membership 
meeting, and therefore the people just went along with the policies 
without knowing too much about actually what was happening. 
Actually, the people thought they were making the decisions, and 
little did they know that they were only carrying out the mandate of 
the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long has that situation continued to exist, 
to your know ledge, W ithin UE’ 

Mr. Lunveren. Well, as far as I knew, up to the time that I left 
the UE. I would assume that it is still going on, and I don’t know of 
any change. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, returning to the question of the non-Com- 
munist affidavit, I believe you stated that the policy of the UE with 
regard to that was determined by secret session of the Communist 
Party members prior to the meeting ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of the UE? 

Mr. Lunpveren. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us just what occurred in the Com 
munist Party meeting with regard to that question of non-Communist 
affidavit ? 

Mr. Luxperen. Well, at that particular meeting, which was also 
at the home of Willie Mae Smith, Florence Hall was in attendance, 
and Florence Hall said that she had talked it over with the top mem 
bers of the Communist Party here in the State, and that they deemed 
it advisable that she should not sign the non-Communist affidavit. 
and that she should issue a statement to that effect and, in fact, Flor 
ence Hall said that she would draft up a statement for Wille Mae 
Smith to sign, and issue that as her statement, as to why she did not 
sign the affidavit. " 

Mr. ‘I A\VENNER, Wasn't Florence Hall one of the defense witnesses 
in the trial of the 11 Communists in New York ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. | remember reading a statement to that effect. in 
the papers. 

Mr. Tavenner. And it was decided that she should not be required 
to sign ‘ 

Mr. Lunperen. That is right. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. So through her, it was decided that Willie Mae 
Smith should not be required to sign the affidavit / 

Mr. Lunperen. That is correct. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Now, what officers were selected at that meeting 
to sign the non-Communist affidavit, or may I ask you a question in 
this form: Was Pat Amato, president, one of those selected to sign 
the non-Communist affidavit ? 

Mi Lt NDGREN Yes: he Was. 
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Mr. Tavenner. And were not the following also required to sign: 
Ned Gorgolinski, who was the first vice president; Walter Rogalski, 
second vice president: Anthony Koss, financial secretary-treasurer ¢ 
Were they not chosen at the Communist Party meeting as those who 
should sign / 

Mr. Li NDGREN. ‘] he list of officers as you named there were se 
lected by the Communist Party group, and again knowingly or un 
know ingly, and they followed out or they signed the aflidavits so that 
the local would be in compliance. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, did Pat Amato resign from the Communist 
Party in order to sign the affidavit ¢ 

Mr. Lunpveren. As far as I know, he did. He sent a letter of resig 
nation to the Communist Party. 

Mr. TAvenner. He sent a letter of resignation / 

Mr. Lunveren. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any action taken expelling him from 
membership in the party ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. Not to my knowledge. 

Mr. TAVENNI R. But In the case of Irving Krane. who had become 
politically unreliable, he was expelled from the party by action of 
the party after sending in his resignation, was he not / 

Mr. Lunperen. I don’t recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I asked you the question earlier as to whether 
or not you kept Pat Amato informed of the Communist Party action 
at its various meetings after he resigned. 

Mr. Li NDGREN, I already answered that question, and it is “Ves.” 

Mr. Tavi NNER. Did vou also keep any of the othe: officers advised, 
that 1S, other offic ers who had resigned in order to sign the non-Com 
munist. affidavit ? 

Let me preface that question by another: Did the other officers whose 
names I have mentioned, that is, the first vice president, and so on. 
resign from the Communist Party in order that they might sign the 
non-Communist affidavit ? 

Mr. La NDGREN,. Well. some did. but the only one that I actually 
kept informed of what went on at the Communist Party meetings was 
Pat Amato. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which of the others resigned, according to your 
knowledge / 

Mr. Lunperen. Well. I mentioned earlier that Ned Gorgolinski was 
a member of the party, and I know he resigned; and Irving Krane 
resigned. And I think that those, Pat Amato and Irving Krane and 
Ned Gorgolinski, were the three members of the party, if I remember 
correct ly, who did resign. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. Now. do you know whethe or not other members 
of the Communist Party kept those who had resigned, informed of 
Communist Party activities ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. IT don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. The only one that you kept infermed was Pat 
Amato? 

Mr. Lunperen. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Pat Amato consulted othe: 
members of the Communist Party regarding Communist affairs, that 
is, after he resigned from the membership in the Communist Party ’ 
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Mr. Lunperen. Well, I do know that he met with members of the 
Communist Party after that time, but what was actually discussed, 
I don’t know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you tell us about the circumstances of those 
meetings ? 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, for example, I remember Sam Kushner, who 
was then a full-time organizer for the Communist Party, coming into 
our local union office at 37 South Ashland, and then Pat Amato and 
Sam Kushner would leave and walk across the street and have a cup 
of coffee. or something like that. I remember Leon Katzen coming 
into the UE oflice. Katzen was also a full-time member of the Com- 
munist Party, and talked to Pat Amato, and then would leave the 
office. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did Pat Amato at any time discuss with you 
the position that he was in, in having formally resigned from the 
Communist Party, and had taken the oath that he was not a member 
of the Communist Party, and yet continued in Communist Party af- 
fairs? 

Mr. Lunporen. Well, I remember cautioning Pat Amato at one time 
for being so open about meeting Communist Party functionaries in the 
UE office, after he had signed the non-Communist affidavit; but Pat 
Amato just shrugged his shoulders and didn’t seem to care whether 
or not he was seen. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then it would appear that his resigning from the 
Communist Party was a mere subterfuge in order to be able to comply 
with the Taft-Hartley Act through the signing of the non-Communist 
affidavit ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, I have given the facts, and I think that you 
will have to draw your own conclusions on that. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the earlier part of your testimony, you referred 
to the fact that Pat Amato, in inducing you to become a member of 
the Communist Party, told you that you would be sent to school. Were 
you sent to school ? 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What kind of a school was it? 

Mr. Lunporen. I was sent to a full-time Communist Party school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was the school held? 

Mr. Lunperen. The school was held on Division Street, west of Ash- 
land, above the Russian Cooperative Restaurant. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was its name? 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, I don’t recall the actual name of that par- 
ticular school. It was just a Communist Party school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you sent to more than one Communist Party 
school ? 

Mr. Lunperen. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. What are the names of other persons who attended 
that school with you? 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, I don’t remember too many of them, but I 
do remember Luther Talley and James Tate as so-called fellow 
students of this class. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the general subject or subjects which you 
studied ? 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, they gave us a brief study course on Marxist- 
Leninist theory, and the main purpose actually seemed to be how 


i 
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wonderful conditions were in the Soviet Union, and that we ought 
to have the same thing here. 

Mr. Waturer. Did they give you a course in staging the kind of a 
demonstration which we witnessed here this morning? 

Mr. Lunperen. They did discuss programs of mass action for 
various reasons and causes; in how to actually put on a show and, say, 
make it appear that you are a lot stronger than you actually are, that 
you are bigger than you actually are. 

' Mr. Tavenner. Who were the instructors, particularly those in the 
field that you have just mentioned ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, 1 remember a few of the instructors, but I 
don’t particularly remember which instructor talked about that par- 
ticular subject. I didn’t retain much of the course. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, now, will you give us the names of the in- 
structors ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, there was David Engelstein, and Gil Green 
spoke there, and I believe it was Lem Harris and John Gray, Fred 
Fine—and I think that is about all I actually remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Engelstein was the educa- 
tional director for the State of Illinois, of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. I believe he was at that particular time. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you attend this school ¢ 

Mr. LunpeGren. One week. 

Mr. Tavenner. Lem Harris has appeared as a witness before this 


committee, and can you tell us what position he held in the Communist 
Party at that time, or at iny time ? 
Mr. Lunperen. I don’t know what his official capacity is, or was. 


I do know that talked about the aork ultural situation in the Soviet 
Union. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date of your attendance at this 
school 7 

Mr. Lunperen. I don’t recall offhand. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at the time an organizer of the UE? 

Mr. Lunperen. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you on vacation, or did you have a leave of 
absence when vou attended this school ? 

Mr. Lunperen. No: I was still on the pay roll, and I received my 
regular pay from the UE, even though I attended the Communist 
Party school. and I was not on a vacation or not on a leave of absence. 

Mr. ‘'TAVENNER. Wi ll, did the UE know that you were attending a 
Communist Party school at the time that they were paying you a 
salary as an organizer of the UE? 

Mr. Lunporen. Well, the officers of the UE did, because it was 
worked out at one of our Communist Party clubs that I would attend 
one of these classes for a full week, and I would not do any union work, 
and I attended the classes in the morning and all of the way through 
the evening, and I had both Pat Amato and Irving Krane take over 
some of my work in the union while I was attending the Communist 
Party course. Those arrangements were made ata Communist Party 
meeting prior to my attending the school. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether other members of or organ 
izers of the UE received their educational instruction in the Commu- 
nist Party at the expense of the UE, in addition to yourself ¢ 


24044—52—pt. 1 
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Mr. Lunpveren. I actually can’t say that Ido. I do know about my- 
self: that is all. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive any expense money or compensation 
from the Communist Party during the period you were attending this 
school while being paid a salary by the UE? 

Mr. Lunveren. The Communist Party did not pay me anything. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Have you at any time been affiliated with the Civil 
Rights Congress in Chicago ? 

Mr. Lunperen. I may have, but I don’t recall offhand. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a list of the officers of the organization, 
and I would like for you to look at it and tell us the names of any of 
those who appear as officers and who were known to you to be members 
of the Communist Party ¢ 

(Document was handed to the witness.) 

Mr. Lunpcren. Will you repeat the question, please / 

Mr. ‘TAVEN NER. I would ke for you to look at the list of names of 
the officers of the organization, and state which of them, if any, are 
known by you to be members of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Lunpveren. Tillie Carle. 

Mr. Tavenner. Spell the last name. 

Mr. Lunperen. C-a-r-l-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is she known by any other name? 

Mr. LunpeGren. She married Frank Rogers, who at one time was 
on the UE staff of local 1114. 

Sam Kushnet 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she | Tillie Carle] also associated or affiliated 
in any way with the Modern Book Store in Chicago ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. I don’t recall. 

Sam Ky shner. who at one time was the business manager for UE 
Local 1119, and later on was a full-time official of the Communist 
Party of the State of Illinois. 


John Grav. who was one of the teachers at this Communist Party 
school which | ittended. 

That includes the officers and executive board members. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lundgren, in your statement made on January 
7, 1950, at the time you withdrew from the Communist Party, you 


made this statement: 

In these meetings 
referring to Communist Party meetings— 

was made \ clear that serving the interests of the Communist Party wert 
p na e ahead of the welfare of the union 

W I] you be more specific than that. or can you tell us more definitely 
just what you had in mind when you made that statement ¢ 

Mr. Lunpveren. Well, I can give one example. We had a problem 
at the Goodman Manufacturing Co., and | remember Fred Fine 
mia! v the statement that we had to carry out the policies of the 
Communist Party regardless or even if it meant the losing of the shop 
from the UE And | questioned him on that, and he said that the 
Communist Party must come first at all times. 

Another point, I remember distinctly that there was a dance being 
held at the Cinch Manufacturing ( o., and Pat Amato approached me 
to sel some ft ckets, concerning the dance, and he asked that I not 
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sell any tickets to the Negro people because it was an all-white shop 
and they didn’t want any Negroes present at the dance. And I ques 
tioned him on that, and he told me that that was the policy of the 
party at that time, which was contrary to the policy of our union. 

Mr. Tavenner. You withdrew from the Communist Party on Janu 
ary 7, 1950, and are you now a member of the Communist Party ‘ 

Mr. Lunperen. I am not. 

Mr.Tavenner. Is there any further statement you desire to make 
regarding the reasons for your withdrawing from the Communist 
Party and abstaining from reuniting with it ¢ 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, I would like to say this in conclusion: That 
I found out that the Communist Party did not carry out the interests 
of the working people as they claimed they did. and that the Com 
munist Party consistently distorted the facts, lied, just did every 
thing contrary to what a good trade-unionist would do, and that the \ 
were more interested in carrying out the policies of the Soviet Union 
than they were 1n the interests of building a wood, strong, democratic 
union. 

One further point I think should be emphasized. and that is th 
overwhelming majority of unions, I would say probably 98 percent of 
the unions, are free democratic American unions, and not controlled DY 
the Communist Party; and I don't thing the people should get the 
impression that labor unions are bad just because a small handful of 
unions in America today are still under the domination of the Com 
munist Party. 

Also, I am happy to say that in very many unions the workers have 
taken it upon themselves to get rid of the Communist Party leader- 
ship of their particular unions. 

Mr. Tavenner. But in order to do that they must be acquainted 
with the facts. 

Mr. Lunperen. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Walter ? 

Mr. Watrer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Moutper. I have just one question. 

You say the total membership in the local union 1150 was approx 
mately 7.200 ? 

Mr. LunpGren. That is correct, at one time. 

Mr. Movu.per. And at that time can you give us an estimate, ac- 
cording to your best knowledge and information, as to the total 
number of Communists that were then working in that union ? 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, at the peak, when we had 7,200 members, I 
would imagine we probably had about 35 to 40 members of the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. Mot LDER. And what percent of the ofhicers were Communists 
at that time? 

Mr. Lia NDGREN. Well. t! roughout the whole period the ( ommunists 


always kept the key positions, like president and business manager, 


which were the full-time jobs. 
Mr. Movuiprr. When you were a member of the Communist Party, 
how much were your dues? 


Mr. Lunperen. Well, the dues. I think, when I first joined. the 
dues were o1 Ly Sl a month, and they raised them to S2 on the actual 
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dues; but we are more or less required to contribute 10 percent of our 
salary to the Communist Party. 

Mr. Moutprer. Do you know, or have any information, as to whether 
or not any union money or dues were diverted or used in connection 
with the Communist functions? 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, for example, I don’t recall whether it was the 
local executive board—I think it was the local executive board bought 
a certain amount of subscriptions to the Chicago Star, and they were 
given out to certain key members, which the local union paid for. 

Mr. Mou.tper. Who were some of the top leaders that you mentioned 
in your testimony that hadn’t already been named? You mentioned 
some top leaders of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Lunperen. Well, I mentioned all of the ones I knew in my 
testimony. 

Mr. Movurper. That is all. 

Mr. Vexvpe. Did you carry a membership card in the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Lunperen. I did for probably the first couple of years, and 
then, I forget just what time or what year it was, Il imagine it was 
around 1948, the Communist Party took the position that it wasn’t 
too wise to carry cards any longer, and we eliminated the use of Com- 
munist Party cards. 

Mr. Vetpe. How did that order eliminating the use of cards come 
down to you, do you recall ? 

Mr. Lunperen. I don’t recall who the exact person Was, but nor- 
mally what would happen in a situation like that, one of the top offi- 
cials of the Communist Party would come to one of our club meet- 

ngs and tell us what the party polic Vv was. 

Mr. Vewpe. By word of mouth and not by writing ? 

Mr. Lunperen. More by word of mouth, and sometimes by mimeo 
graphed sheet or something like that, but more so by word of mouth. 

Mr. Vecpe. Mr. Lundgren, I want to thank you for appearing and 
giving the splendid cooperation al dl your great contribution to this 


committee 


Mr. Mounper. To clarify mv understanding on the record, I 
would like to know the proper name of UE. What is the correct 
name 


‘ir. Lunperen. The UE, the full name of the UE is the United 
E! trical, h ido, ‘ nd Machine Workers of America. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Lundgren, I would like to express to you on behalf 
of the committee, as well as on behalf of the loyal American citizens 
n this area and throughout the entire country, our very deep ap 
preciation for your cooperation here. It is not always easy for a man 
to cis harge the duties of citizenship, and I think those of us who 
have been here in the room today have had a typical illustration of 
that. It has been, perhaps, the most disgraceful spectacle that it 
has ever been my misfortune to witness. But it shows the utter 
contempt and disregard of the democratic processes on which this 
(;overnment has been founded and which have nurtured its growth 
to its present high state—the contempt that is entertained by those 
who lend themselves or their sympathies to a movement designed in its 
ultimate analysis to the destruction of the things that have made this 
great Republic. 
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We wanted to bring these hearings here for whatever value they 
might be to the people of Chicago and this area, that they might 
know and ascertain what is going on in their midst. For your con- 
tribution to that, we are very grateful to you. 

Is there any reason, Mr. Counsel, why this witness should not b 
excused under his subpena from further attendance ‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. It is so ordered. 

We will stand in recess until 2: 30. 

(Whereupon, at 1:10 p. Mm., a recess Was taker intil 2:30 p 
of the same day.) 


AFTERNOON SESSION 


Mr. Woop. Are you ready to proceed, Mr. Couns 

Mr. TAveNNeER. Yes, we have Mr. Irving Krane. 

Mr. W oop. Are you Mr Krane / 

Mr. Krane. Yes, I am 

Mr. \\ OOD, Will you Stal d and be sworh, please, ir. 

Do you solemnly swear the evidence you will give this subcomn 
tee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothu a but the truth, so 
help you God ¢ 

Mr. Krane. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF IRVING KRANE 


(The subcommittee reconvened at 2:45 p. m., Representative John 
S. Wood (chairman), Francis E. Walter, James B. Frazier, Jr., Harold 
H. Velde, and Donald L. Jc kson being present. ) 

Mr. Woop. Will you have a seat, Mr. Krane. Are you represented 
by counsel ? 

Mr. Kranr. No, I am not. 

Mr. Woop. In the course of your examination should you deter- 
mine that vou desire to have counsel, please let it be known, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your full name, pleas 

Mr. Krane. Irving Krane. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Krane 

Mr. Krane. I was born in 1905 in Russia. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to this country ¢ 

Mr. Krane. I must have been 2 or 3 years of age. 

Mr. Tavenner. You are a naturalized American citizen ? 

Mr. Krane. I am 

Mr. Tavenner. How were you naturalized ? 

Mr. KRANP. By an act of Congress, ves, while vet a minor. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state to the committee, please, what your 
educational training has been ? 

Mr. KRANE. | ama gl iduate of DePaul University In the year 1925 
and I am a practicing attorney. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What employment have you had in addition to the 
general practice of your profession ? 

Mr. Krane. Well, I was affiliated with the UE, United Electrical 
Workers, from about 1941 to 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you appeared here today under subpena 
served upon you é 

Mr. Krane. Yes: I have. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lundgren, in the course of his testimony, ad- 
vised the committee that you at one time were a member of the Com- 
munist Party, and that you withdrew from the Communist Party, 
I believe, in October of 1949. Is that substantially correct ? 

Mr. Krane. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you become a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Krane. Sometime in 1936 or 1937, although I don’t know the 
exact year or the exact month, but in that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time you became a member of the Communist 
Party. what in general was the organizational set-up of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. Krane. Well, if by that question you mean whether we met 
as a group in any particular locality, 1 can say that the set-up 
as far as I knew it was branch units, neighborhood branch units. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever progress in the Communist Party 
beyond that of being a member of a branch or unit 4 

Mr. Krane. No: I never did. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the name of the branch or unit to which 
you were assigned ? ' 

Mr. Krane. I can’t recall that, sir. That has been too long ago, 
it was a branch unit somewhere in, as I think of it now, in the forty- 
fourth ward of Chicago. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you tell us the circumstances under which you 
were recruited into the party ? 

Mr. Krane. Yes; I will. Prior to the time of my coming into the 
party I had taken a very active part in the anti-Fascist movement 
which was then coming into existence. I believe I held the title of 
executive secretary of the Committee to Aid Victims of German Fas- 
cism. In those years we ran some very large mass meetings to pub- 
licize the events that were occurring in Germany under Hitler. We 
had such personages come to the United States and to Chicago for 
the purpose of speaking at these meetings as Sonia Branting, the 
daughter of the former Prime Minister of Norway; the Earl of Lishoul 
of England: and Dr. Kirk Rosenfeld, who was a former Prime Min- 
ister of Justice in Russia and was then in exile. John Spivac, who 
had done a terrific job exposing the Fascist groups in America, was 
i principal speaker. It was the result of that activity plus my legal 
defense work about that time of those unfortunates who were without 
work, who had been dispossessed of their homes, who found a struggle 
on their hands for relief that prompted me to come into the Com- 
munist Party because it appeared at that time that that was the party 
undertaking that struggle. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you remained constantly in the party from 
that time until the present time / 

Mr. Krane. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. I mean up to 1949. 

Mr. Krane. No; for atime, and I don’t remember when it was, pos 

bly inthe vear 1938 or 1939, I dropped out from active participation 
inthe party. I came back into the party again either shortly before or 
just about the time I came to the UE. 

Now. there again I can’t recall the circumstances, but that is in a 
general sense what happened. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Well, can ‘you tell us what connection there was be 
tween your reuniting with the Communist Party and your becoming 
an employee of the UE 

Mr. Krane. Well, the only connection I can think of, if it is a con- 
nection, and I have my serious doubts, is that I had gone to see Al 
Glenn, whom I had known from the anti-Fascist days. Al Glenn then 
had a position with the CLO. I had gone to him with the idea of 
coming into some trade-union and at that time he suggested that I 
come over and see DeMaio, because the UE was a young organization 
ind was a developing organization at the time. 

Now, I can’t recall the details of whether I was then a dues-paying 
member of the Communist Party, or whether—probably I was, let us 
put it that way, because I can’t recall any specific incident. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the time you were advised to confer with Ernest 
DeMaio, what position did he hold in the DE? 

Mr. Krane. DeMaio at that time was district president of district 
11. In other words, he was the head of the UE set-up organization- 
ally. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he an active member of the Communist Party 
at the same time ¢ 

Mr. Krane. That I can’t say. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, when you were sent to him, do you recall 
whether you were a member of the party or not at that time? 

Mr. Krane. I believe I was, sir. That is the point that I am a little 
bit uncertain about, whether I was at that time or that I became short- 
ly thereafter. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, when you did reaffiliate with the Communist 
Party, regardless of the exact time, did you learn that Ernest DeMaio 
was a member of the party ‘ 

Mr. Krane. No; the fact of the matter is that outwardly and pub- 
licly Ernest DeMaio is in no way affiliated or associated with the Com- 
munist Party. However, I attended meetings, one meeting in particu 
lar, at his home at which Communist Party members were present and 
the reason I recall that meeting was because of some remark that was 
made that I don’t think I will forget for a long time. It was made by 
Fred Fine, and was to the effect that if in pursuing the party line we 
will lose a union or lose the labor movement, it is of no great concern 
because the labor movement was lost before and has risen again, and 
that struck me as being a most—well, 1 would rather not characterize 
t, but I put in 16 hours a day for about 8 years building a local union 
ind when a remark like that was made it just went a little bit against 
my understanding of trade-unionism. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, by that statement if there were a 


conflict in purposes of the union and the Communist Party, little 


ought should be given to the preservation of the union as It would 

ive a chance to rise again. 

Mr. Krane. That would be the import of that, sir, and in my ex- 
perience W ith the UE, I saw that thing happen at least once. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now before you come to that, let us see a little more 
about the character of the meeting that you attended in Ernest De- 
Maio’s house, who were present ? 

Mr. Krane. At that meeting Fred Fine was present; there was 

me party leader, and I don’t know his name. I never saw him be 
fore. He was from Minneapolis, and there was another leader from 
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Wisconsin. Alice Smith was there, and there might have been some- 
body there from Locals 1114 and 1119, the other two locals. The 
other two locals of the city of Chicago. 

The discussion generally was about the situation that then pre- 
vailed in Minneapolis. It was getting rather serious. Threats of 
break-aways were coming in. 

Mr. Tavenner. Explain that a little more in detail, break-aways 
from what ¢ 

Mr. Krane. Break-aways of the membership from the UE. In 
other words, a breach had developed in Minneapolis and there was 


a general discussion, personalities were discussed, the details I don’t 
recall right now, and they didn’t make too much impression on me. 
Che thing that stands out was that remark by Fred Fine that the im 


portant thing was to carry out the party line whatever it was, and if 
the labor movement were destroyed in the process, not to worry about 
it. because it has hap pe ned be for e and the labor movement has risen 
again. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there any disagreement expressed with that 
statement ¢ 

Mr. Kran \bsolutely none, I n ot say that that same statement 
gain by another member of the Communist 
Party who played a rather sinister role there, and I am talking about 
Florence Criley. or Flo Atkinson, one was her maiden name and the 
other was here married name. 

Mr. Tavenner. Tell the committee about that. 

Mr. Krane. Well, this a a meeting of some kind, and I can’t re- 
call the place particularly, but Florence Criley stated if you couldn't 

‘arry out the line of the party in any given shop, you didn’t have that 
sian and we might just as well lose it. Well, I think she demon- 
strated that she could do just that thing, lose a shop for the UE. 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean ‘ 

Mr. Krane. Well, what happened was this, that in 1947 I believe— 
and I may be off a year or two, and that is not the important thing— 
but in 1947 I had negotiated a union shop and a 161%4-cent increase 
at the Chicago Transformer. There was a change in the personnel in 
the local I nad assigned Pat Amato to take charge of the shop. I 
thought that with the union shop then in Chicago Transformer he 
wouldn't have too much work, being rather notorious for one who 
didn’t love too much work, and his way of handling that shop was to 
get Florence Criley to get a job in Chicago Transformer. Within a 
vear’s time the y comp vlete ty upset the ¢ appar: atus in that ape brought 
manew apparatus, an id in an NL RB election which took place in the 
follow ng fall we lost the » shop. The workers broke away from us. 

Mr. Taverner. Well, do you claim there was a connection from 
that breaking away, with the method of operation—— 


Mr. Krane. The connection was very obvious. It was not an 
idea of taking the leade ‘rship that you have in a shop and trying to 
devolop it and to strengthen it and to bring unity to the shop. The 
operation was to discard one group of leaders who are not amenable 
to you, and impose others that suited you better regardless of a divi- 
sion that might develop. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, what connection was there between the im- 
posing of a new group upon that shop and the Communist Party? 


Wil repeated essence a 
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Mr. Krane. Well, obviously the old group of officers in Chicago 
Transformer were not amendable to Florence Criley and Pat Amato, 
whatever program they had. I didn’t know of these developments 
until they had actually occurred. The report was made and we had 
an election of new chief shop steward and this is what happened: 
Later on we find out what happened in the shop. Then an election 
Is ordered and NLRB and everything is rosy and we are going to 
win that shop and so the reports come through. And when the elec- 
tion is over, then the bitter tears start flowing, and what happened, 
and what went wrong? That wasn’t an isolated instance. We had 
a similar experience in Hurley Machine, a shop where we had an 
excellent contract, and 1 don’t know if you have any of the workers 
from Hurley who might come here, but it would be important for the 
workers in the rest of the UE to know. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, I want to understand clearly the point that 
you are making there. And if I do understand it clearly, it is this: 
That on occasion, members of the Communist Party have indicated 
that the imposition of the Communist Party line in the union is more 
important than the advancement of the worker or the union itself. 

Mr. Krane. That is a correct appraisal of the situation. 

Mr. Tavenner. And these are instances which you have given of it. 

Mr. Krane. Whenever I draw a generalization as a lawyer I would 
like to base it on concrete facts. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the approximate date of the meet- 
ing in the home of Ernest DeMaio to which you refer? 

Mr. Kraner. The closest I can come to it was that it was in the 
summer of 1949 and I can’t say which month, and possibly June. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall who invited you to the meeting? 

Mr. Kranr. No, I don’t, I don’t recall the details, I was told by 
some one there was going to be a meeting at DeMaio’s home and would 
I be there, and I think the meeting was held on a Sunday. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Lundgren has testified here this morning about 
an incident which occurred at a meeting of the Communist Party on 
December 16, 1949, in which a slate of officers was being proposed by 
that group. At the time I believe you were business manager. 

Mr. Krane. That is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were business manager of the local? 

Mr. Krane. I was business manager at the time. 

Mr. Tavenner. You were not a member of the Communist Party 
at that time, as I recall. 

Mr. Krane. No, I was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. You had resigned from the Communist Party in 
October of that vear, I believe. 

Mr. Krane. About that time, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you learn of the fact that the Communist Party 
had formed this list for presentation at the local’s meeting and that 
vou had been supplanted by another / 
~ Mr. Krane. Lee Lundgren got in touch with me the following day, 
and told me what had happened, and he gave me the details and who 
was present, that is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you elected to an office that year ¢ 

Mr. Kranr. I didn’t run, I resigned. That was the year I severed 
my connection with the UE. Following that meeting and following 
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a meeting in Ernie DeMaio’s office about a week prior to this meeting, 
in which De Maio indicated that because of the friction that had devel- 
oped between Amato and myself, that it might be advisable that neither 
of us run for office; however, if I decided to run he knew how to 
inobilize the apparatus of the UE to fight. That statement by DeMaio, 
followed by the decision of the Communist Party to supplant me, I 
believe was more than mere coincidence. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you issue a statement on January 5, 1950, and 
release it to the public regarding your resignation ‘ 

Mr. Krane. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. | hand you what purports to be a copy of you 
statement, and ask you to look at it and see if you can identify it as 
a COps ot the statement you made. 

(Document was handed to witness. ) 

Mr. Keane. That is my statement. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you read it into the record ¢ 

Mr. Krane. It will be a little trying on my voice, but I will be glad 
to do it. It is under press release date of January 5, 1950, and ad- 
dressed to the me mbe s of Local 1150, UE: 


lo the members of Local No. 1150. UE: 

Kiffective in ediately, I am resigning as business manager of Local No. 1150, 
Uk, to which position I had been reelected each vear for the past 7 years 

L dle ed to ru! rr business manager again this year, despite assurances from 
the membership of the local that, had | accepted the nomination which was 
tendered to me by the chief steward of Sunbeam, and seconded by members from 
major shops in the local, that I would have been overwhelmingly reelected. 

My decision to decline renomination and to resign my post in the local is based 
upon the following considerations 
lL have found that I can no longer tolerate a situation wherein the membership 
of the UE is not permitted actually to determine the conduct of their own union 
affairs, nor to decide the policies of their own union 

The apparatus of the UE is controlled by the Communist Party in such a 
manner as to make it impossible for the UE membership to freely exercise their 
fundamental right to run their own union in the way they best see fit 

rhe members of Local No, 1150 have been wondering as to the manner in which 
the single slate of candidates in the current local election came to be selected. 

Their wonderment can be cleared up by stating that the slate had been deter 
in advance by the Communist Party and Ernest DeMaio, without any 
regard to the fuadamental right of the membership of Local No. 1150 to deter 


mine who their candidates for local officers should be. 

(on the 16th of December at a private meeting held on the South Side, at which 
some of the il candidates were present, it was reported, by Sam Kushner, 
former business manager of local 1119 and at present full-time Communist Party 
organizer, that Gill Green and other leaders of the Communist Party were 
opposed to n n acy because of political differences 

hen proceeded to determine the candidates for the forthcoming 


This meeting the 
election in local 1150 
DeMaio’s support of the Communist Party's position was made clear by the 


activities of the UE staff members working under his direction 

During my entire term of office in the local, my first responsibility and concern 
was for the welfare of the membership rhe record speaks for itself 

Feeling that I can no longer make myself party to the undemocratic set-up in 
the UE, I am therefore impelled to submit my resignation. 

With warmest personal regards, I remain, 

Yours fraternally, 
IRVING KRANE. 


Mr. Tavenner. When did you first conclude that it was the purpose 
of the Commu Ist Party to impose its will upon the UE regar¢ less 
of how it may affect the UE? 
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Mr. KRANE. There were several incidents that occurred. The most 
important, of course, was the one involving Ray Lofgren who was 
chief shop steward at Sunbeam. I might say that Ray Lofgren had 
been chief shop steward at Sunbeam for about 6 years. He Was prov 
ably the hardest working union member in the plant. He had day 
after day, summer and winter, appeared in front of the plant at 6 
o'clock in the morning, had probably signed up more members ii 
Sunbeam than the entire total signed up by all other stewards. He 
was exceedingly popt lar. He was a man who « ould settle grievances 
without creat oO il] will or friction. Despite that. the Communist 
Party decided that Ray Lofgren had to go. 


Mr. Tavenner. Why? 


Mr. Krane. One day—I am going to give you the reasons in relating 
the widents, sit I can say that for 2 vears a most unp! neipled ma 
scurrilous attack was | hoe leveled agaist him mn de that plant, 


especially by wo indi a als. both party memibe rs. al al | 1hi Ve fer) he 


: . 
to Ned Gorgolinski and Julia Gudinas. The situation became so 
scandal us that ih opel rift began In the plar {. Jul a Gudinas an 
Ned Gorgol nsk1 in the r entire membership in the loc lin their entire 


membership hadn't brought in a tenth of the members that Ray 
Lofgren brought in in | month’s time. Obviously they were favorites 
of the Communist Party under Flo Hall. Flo Hall held some title 
in the Communist Party, and she was a worker in Stewart-Warner, 
but apparently had time to mingle into the affairs of other locals and 
other situations. 

One day, I think it was the spring of 1949, I was asked to meet wi 
a committee of stewards and party members from Sunbeam. It was 
to discuss the situation. That meeting was held one evening at thi 
union headquarters. Present was Flo Hall, Ned Gargolinski, Julia 


Gudinas, Ray Lofgren, and one other individual, I think John Rogal 
ski. and l am not sure and ] am hot positive about John Rovgal 


ski. The meeting then proceeded to discuss not how to trengt] en 


+} 
} 


the union in the shop by bringing in more members and bolstering 


the weakest department in the shop, Julia Gudinas’ department, which 


probably had a quartel of the workers organized, but the meeting 

poceeded about how to get rid of Ray Lofgre because he wasn’t 

militant enough. In the course of that conversatiol Flo Hall be dae 

insistent that I get Ray Lofgren not to run for chief shop steward 

and instead place Ned Crorgolinski in that positlol I refused. | 
" > 


said, “It is my understanding that Ray Lofgren is popular, the worker 

like him, certainly on the basis of the record he has done a better jol 
to build the union than Ned Gorgolinski.” “But he is not militant.” 
said Flo Hall, and I don’t know what she meant by that, but that 1 

n favorite expression, “He snot militant.” 

She said.“ You have Got to do it.” 

“Well,” I said, “I am not going to do it.” 

l said, eo am only concerned lh one thing. who do the workers 
want for chief shop steward in that shop, and now if you think that 
Gorgolinsk is the more popular of the two and | am not going to 
say you are right or wrong, I think Lofgren is—let them both run.” 

With that Ned Gorgolinski jumped from his seat and said, “If Ray 
runs, I won't run, that is the end of that.” 

After more conversation it became very clear to Flo Hall that she 

f | 150. The 


wasn t roing to tell me how to conduct the affairs oO ocal J 








3660 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE CHICAGO AREA 


election took place for chief shop steward shortly thereafter and Ray 
Lofgren was elected with acclamation, and I happened to see Flo 
Hall shortly thereafter and I said, “Have you heard about the election 
in Sunbeam?” and I said, “Now don’t you feel you were a little bit 
mistaken about wanting Ray not torun?” Her answer was, sir, “That 
never was my suggestion.” 

I don’t mean to cast aspersions on her veracity, sir, but that is the 
record. That was the first point. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let me ask you the question: Was Flo Hall a mem- 
ber of the Sunbeam local ? 

Mr. Krane. Flo Hall worked in Stewart-Warner, but she held some 
title, and I don’t know what she was. 

Mr. Tavenner. And was attempting to interfere in the matters of 
this local ¢ 

Mr. Kranz. She was speaking in behalf of the Communist Party, 
in attempting to dictate who shall be the chief shop steward in a local 
not even of her own. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the point, all right. 

Mr. Krane. The other incident, this happened possibly 3 or 4 
months prior to this particular incident—no, I am sorry, this incident 
happened later. This was a meeting that was held in Flo Criley’s 
home somewhere on the West Side. Again you are asked to come 
to a meeting and you are not to know what is being discussed and 
we are going to have a meeting; will vou please come there ? 

Mr. Tavenner. What kind of a meeting? 

Mr. Krane. The meeting turned out to be a Communist Party meet- 
ing, and present at the meeting, of course, was our hostess, Flo Criley, 
Flo Hall, Ned Gorgolinski, Julia Gudinas, Pat Amato, Dutner, and 
Lee Lundgren. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is Dutner’s first name? 

Mr. Krane. Fred. Well, after a lot of discussion about other 
matters, which don’t particularly come to mind, Flo Hall turned to 
me and said, “You ought to put Flo Criley on the staff of the local, 
out of consideration for what she has done for the union. I might 
explain here that Flo Criley had previously worked for the Mine, 
Mill, and Smelter Workers and had been let go. But I don’t know 
why they let her go there. But after they let her go at the Mine, 
Mill, and Smelter Workers she came to work on the international 
staff of the UE, and after a year or more of fruitless effort on her 
part, not being able to organize a single shop, they let her go. It 
was obvious her design was to find a place somewhere on the staff of 
the UE. 

I told Flo Hall at the time that our finances would not permit 
putting on another member on the staff of the local, and I didn’t 
want to put it on any other grounds. The significant remark made 
by Flo Hall at that time was that, “I think you ought to put her on 
regardless of where the money comes from.” If she weren’t a lady, 
gee, I would say something to her that probably shouldn't fit into 
this record. But let it suffice, Flo Hall was not put on the staff of 
the local. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. You mean Flo Criley? 

Mr. Krane. Yes; Flo Criley. 
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Mr. Tavenner. That effort to place her upon the staff regardless 
of where the money would come from came from the Communist 
, Party ¢ 

Mr. Krane. Obviously. 

Mr. Tavenner. What other incidents can you recall which con 
vineed you that the Communist Party was endeavoring to put itself 
out to give its own instructions to the UE Atanieel hg of the conse 
quences to the UE? 

Mr. KRANE. Well. there is a set of circumstances that come to mu dl 
which indicate the dup! city, the double dealings. and the hy pocris 


s some of the leadersh p ; f the U KE, and at the me me mbe rs of ye 


Communist Party. I am Bsc ec to a situati on that developed a 
Cinch Manufacturing Co., which was one of the sh« yps in our eisdie. 


tion. Cinch had no Neg rroes working in the shop. The policy of the 
UE was against discrimination, against anyone because of race, color, 
Ol political beliefs. It came to ny knowledge one clay that a cdlance 
had been organized at Cinch and that Pat Amato had turned some 
tickets over to Lee Lundgren with specific instructions to see that 


those ti kets do not get into the hands of Negroes in our other shops. 

I called a meeting with Pat Amato, and Lee Lundgren was present, 
and we had it out with him. He had nothing to say, al d he sat | ke 
a bump on a log. Yet this same Pat Amato some time later, with 
out discussion with either Lee Lundgren or ms self, sent a letter out 
to the membership of Goodman Manufacturing centering around 
rather unfortunate situation on the South Side involving a Negro 
family. 

{ Representative H irold HH. Velde left the hear gy room. ) 


Mr. KRANI (coOntTINUINE ). Previous to that time the workers 
Goodman had advised Pat Amato not to send out any letters of that 
nature without discussing it with the stewards. I didn’t know any 


such letter was sent out until I recelved a telephone eall from the 
chief shop steward at Goodman. His hame slip Ss my m nd at the 
moment, And he said, “Some ‘body wants to talk to vou.’ and turned 
over one other steward ] will have to rec all his name later o1 who 
Sil d,. “What was the dea of you sending out that letter to the mem 
bership in Goodman ¢ Didn't we olive instructions to the « iflicers not 
to send out any letters without first clearing with the stew il 

The chief shop steward’s hame is Ernie Judth. and | the other lame 
might come to me later o1 


I said, “I don’t know what lette1 you are t iking about: what is it 
about & 
He said. “Well. it ms a letter telling t] workers ! Goodman to 


mobilize some action aro ind this issue.” 
] said, “Well, | pr rsonally un mn favor of t iking actiol because it 


isa case of discrimination o1 the South Side of Negroes But I don’t 
know anything about the letter. Who signed the letter?” 

He said. “I w ll look and see and let you know,” and na few econds 
he same back and d. “I am sorry, the letter w Sioned by Pat 
Amato.” , , 

Now, here is the same Pat Amato who in a shop that he not 
handling, ind he hasn't any problems, will proceed to send out i letter, 
ep | am sure that he didi y send it out on his ow) trative beea 


ly doesn't have such initiat ve, and vet will turn around a d actively 
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take part in a dastardly discrimination against the Negro members 
of our union in a shop that he does not have control of. He is in 
great favor, I dare say, with the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was there an occasion at any time when you were 
of the opinion that Communist Party members who were officers in 
the UE were reluctant to carry out their normal duties as officers of 
the UE in preference to any other kind of work ? 

Mr. Krane. Well, Pat Amato was notorious for his laziness, and 
he was characterized as such by the same Flo Criley I mentioned. I 
am sure he woudn’t do anything that wasn’t definitely requested of 
him. 

Now, if that is your question, that is the answer: and, if it is 
something else, [ misunderstood. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is in partial answer to my question, but I am 
wondering if there was any incident, or instance, where one of the UE 
officers indicated more interest in carrying out some proposal of the 
Communist Party than to carry out the normal functions as an officer 
of the union. 

Mr. Krane. I think I know what you are driving at. Well, this 
is a situation which to this day I don’t know the meaning of, but 
it is rather peculiar. During this period that I spoke of before where 
Julia Gudinas and Ned Gorgolinski and the Communist Party were 
nterested in deposing Ray Lofgren as chief shop steward, Julia 
Gudinas spoke to me one evening after an executive-board meeting and 
complained that Ray Lofgren wasn’t militant enough. I said, “Well, 
Julia, it would come with much more effect from you if you were to 
make criticism to first go out and organize your own department.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, by organizing your own department, you are 
speaking of a department of the UE? 

Mr. Krane. No: Lam speaking of Sunbeam. They had something 
like 60 departments, and Julia Gudinas was the steward of one of 
those departments, the weakest one in the shop. When I said that to 
Julia, her remark—which to this day I don’t quite understand—was: 
“T have something more important to do than to sign up members in 
the union.” 

Now, someone here can fathom that remark. and I would be thank 
ful for it. Tecan’t. Tecan imagine what she might have had in mind. 

Mr. Tavenner. You do know that she was active in Communist 
Party affairs, at that time? 

Mr. Krane. Yes: she was. 

Mr. Tavenner. What dues did you pay as a member of the Com- 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Krane. I don’t recall now. I think it was $2 a month. 

Mr. Tavenner. To whom did you pay them ? 

Mr. Krane. Well, at various times I paid it to various persons, and 
sometimes at one period it was paid to Fred Dutner, and others to 
Pat Amato. and others to Milt Krantzler, and vet others to Flo Cri- 
ley. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you pay any special assessments made by the 
Communist Party ? 

Mr. Kranr. Occasionally there would be either special assessments 
or contributions, and the last contribution demanded of us was $100 
to raise funds for the defense of the Communist leaders then awaiting 
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trial. I recall in that respect and by the way the last request followed 
a previous request of about 6 weeks before where we had contributed 
$100 once before, and prior to that time possibly another $50, and 
they would come periodically, and in that respect I remember Ernie 
DeMaio complaining very bitterly to me of the demands made upon 
him, successively, for these contributions. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall any instance where the making of 
these contributions was passed on to the union; that is, that union 
funds were used as donations to any organization or cause sponsored 
by the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Krane. Sponsored by the Communist Party? That I can’t 
ay, and I know we made contributions to various causes. We made 
i contribution to a social center on the South Side—and I forget the 
name of the one right at this moment—rather a substantial contribu 
tion. I think we made a contribution and we became a subscribing 
member of the Chicago Star. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you say “we,” do you mean the union as a 

sole? d : : 

Mir. KRrane. The local voted the contribution. 

Mr. Tavenner. A contribution ? 

Mr. Krane. That is correct, a contribution in the one case, and a 
membership in the other. 

Mr. Tavenner. As a result of the contribution that was made to 
the Chicago Star, was the Star mailed to each member of the union 
without any charge to the individual ? 

Mr. Krane. I don’t recall the details of tl at. and I don’t believe so: 
I think that the program was to go out and get subscriptions from 

1@ Wie mbers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall who was instrumental in making of 
donations to the Chi avo staré 

Mr. Krane. I don’t quite grasp your question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was it in the union or in the Communist Party 
vho was responsible for the contributions being made to the Chi ago 
Star, or who took the lead in promotion of the projec Ct? 

Mr. Krane. Well, the way those things are done, a committee is 
et up, and it is not altogether a Communist committee. It is a com 
mittee, as I recall it, to promote the launching of a newspaper, and 
then out of the committee headquarters come requests for you to sup- 
port and soon. I don’t think that there is any one particular person, 
ilthough in that connection there is a rather amusing incident, and I 
don’t know how effective it is here, but it throws light on some of the 
ndividuals in the set up. 

Just before the Chicago Star was to be launched, there was a meet 
ing called of all of the subscribers to determine a matter of policy, the 
launching date of the Chicago Star. At that meeting—it was quite 
a large meeting—Gil Green, who was the head of the Communist 
Party, had gotten up at that meeting and had protested the early 
launching of the Chicago Star, and he felt that before it was actually 
launched it should have the assurance of some real financial backing. 
Sam Kushner, who was there at the time, came up to me and said, 
“Now, look; get up and talk against that proposition, and insist on 
the immediate launching.” 


YT 
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I turned to this creature and I said, “Are you in favor of the imme- 
diate launching?” and he said, “Yes,” and I said, “You get up and 
talk.” 

That is just a little sidelight about the individual. Sam Kushner 
played a very pernicious role in the UE. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Are you acquainted with what took place in the 
UE at the time it was decided that the non-Communist affidavits 
should be executed by certain officers under the provisions of the 
laft-Hartley Act? 

Mr. Krane. All I know about that is that it was generally under- 
stood—at least by me—that every officer will determine for himself 
\W hethe he "\ il} comply or not, l determined for my self. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you present at any meeting of the Communist 
Party where a decision was reached as to who should or should not 
comply with the provisions of the act / 

Ni) IK RANI | dor | recall, alt] 0 ioh | heard ot that meeting, and 
I don’t reeall being present at that meeting, but I know that some 
cle on was reached because one of our officers refused to on and 
of the oth did sign. 

Mr. LAVENNER Who wa the offi rwho refused tosign! 

Mr. Kranr. Willie Mae Smith, an employee at Thordason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know the circumstances under which she 
refused to comply ¢ 

Mr. Krane. No. Apparently that decision was one that came out 
of this meeting that you referred to, which I did not attend. 

Mr. Taverner. Do you know whether,any of those who signed the 
non-Communist affidavit maintained their connections with the Com- 
THLUIPLIST Party, although organizationally speakin they had with- 
drawn from the party ¢ 

Mr. Kranr. I can't say, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with James Dawkins? 

Mir. Krane. Yes: Ll am. 


Mr. Tavenner. Was he a member of the Communist Party to your 


/ 


Yr 


knowledge 

Mr. Krane. He was, and he came in very recently. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Anthony DeMaio, the 
brother of Ernest DeMaio? 

Mr. Kraner. Yes: I know Anthony DeMano. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he a member of the Communist Party to your 
knowledge ? 

Mr. Kranr. I can’t say whether he was a card-holding member of 

Communist Party. All I do know is that he attended this meet 
DeMaio’s home which IT had spoken of before, and whether 

that denotes membership or not I can’t say. 
Representative Harold H. Velde returned to the hearing room.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Walter Rogalski ? 

Mr. Krane. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did he have in the UE? 

Mr. KRANI . Well, Rogalski came out of Exide and came to the sta ff 
of the 1 Ie. ind I dor t recall] now whether he was first vice president 
or seco! d { presicde nt of the local, but he held an office ! the local. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known by you to be a member of the Com-. 
munist Party ? 
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Mr. KRANE. Yes. Walhie Rogalski was a member of the Commu 
nist Party, and as a matter of fact and here I want to divulge or rather 
ndulge in one bit of hearsay. 

Mr. Tavenner. Excuse me; I didn’t understand you. 

Mr. KRANE. I want to indulge in one bit of hearsay, but J think 

will be justified. Wallie Rogalski went back to work. 

Mr. Tavenner. | think that there should be a ruling of the chan 

il f vou state that it hearsay. I would rather not TO! you to stats 

Mr. Krane. It was told to me by Lee Lundgren, of what had trans- 
}) red at a meeting of ex de, where Rogalski called the lie ot Fred 
Dutner and Pat Amato that they were not member $ of t} e Communist 
Party, and he said, “Now you are lying, because I was and I know you 


Phat is when he broke with the Communist Party, and he took Exid 

t of the | E. 

Mr. Tavenner. That was Walter Rogalski ? 

Mr. K RANE. Wall Rog il ki: yes. 

Mr. ‘TAvi NNER, You referred several times in the course ot youl 
estimony to Sam Kushne1 Do you know whether or not he became 
an official on a h oh level in the Communist Party in the State of 
Illinois ? 

Mr. Krane. Yes 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know what that position was ¢ 

Mr. Krane. Yes. He was supposed to supplant Fred Fine when 
Fred F ne was moved up to some higher position as ead of the labo 
secretariat or something. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a regular attendant at the Communist 
Party meetings during the period of your membership / 

Mr. Krane. No; I was not. If you paid attention to your job, and 
did everything that was required, you didn’t have much time to do 
inything else but come home and get some sleep and get out again in 
the early hours of the mornu fal the shop gates or at strikes and so on. 

Mr. Taverner. What were your duties in general, as business man 
iger of your local ¢ 

Mr. Kranr. Well. Iw business manager of the local. 

Mr. Tavenner. That is 1150? 

Mr. Krane. 1150, and I had responsibility for the local. When I 
first came to the local, it had a little less than 1.500 members, and pos 
ibly 8 or 10 shops. It crew to 7,000 in membership at the height. 
with 16 shops. The first 3 years that meant, in effect, approximately 
IY to 16 separate negotiations every year, with that many different 
compal ies, It meant regular shop meetings with each shop, and it 
meant your local membership meeting, and it meant grievance meet- 
nes, and it meant arbitration cases, al cd at that time we were in the 
\\ ir Lal or Board cl t\ i] dl we had to pend countless time before the 
War Lab I Board. and renel illy it was the responsibility for the local 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson entered the hearing room. ) 

Mr. Krane (continuing). In 1946 we had three strikes going at the 


it Sunbeam, one at Hurley Machi e, and one at Cinch. 
At Cinch, Pat Amato a 
the hours after the ear 


Same time, one 
parently thought it more important to spend 
y morning picketing playing poker with the 
workers, although there were other shops that needed attention. Wi 


24044—52—pt. 1 i 
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carried through two successful strikes in 1946 and we had to capitulate 
in Cinch. 

In 1947, I believe it was, we had a strike out at Benjamin Electric in 
Des Plaines, 20 miles out of the city of Chicago, and none of these great, 
stalwart labor leaders could find the time to come out there even once 
to get the workers on the picket line. It was much easier to sleep late 
in the morning and carry on. 

That is the general idea. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understand because of your very heavy duties in 
your position you were not a regular attendant at Communist Party 
meetings. 

Mr. Krane. That, plus the fact that those meetings quite frankly 
were very dull meetings, and were a rehash of situations that we had 
discussed at our competitive board and rather significant things. The 
less effective a Communist Party member is, in his or her shop, the 
more obstreperous and demanding they are at party meetings, and it 
almost works in inverse ratio. The real effective worker in the shop 
sn’t concerned to coming to party meetings and exerting influence and 
giving great and sage advice. He has done his job well. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mr. Lee Lundgren in his testimony has said 
that he was advised by Communist Party members that you had be- 
come politically unreliable. Do you know what was meant by that 
term ¢ 

Mr. Krane. The incidents I have described, where I would refuse 
and continue to refuse to allow Flo Hall or Kushner or anyone else 
to dictate to me the functions of our local, plus possibly one other 
thing that comes to mind, and this may have had a bearing, and I 
don’t know. But Kushner engaged me in a conversation about a year 
before I left and rather strange, because Kushner and I asa rule didn’t 
talk with each other too much, but he wanted to know my impression 
on the imminent economic collapse in the United States, and appar- 
ently I expressed an un-Communist thought when I said that I didn’t 
foresee an economic collapse in the United States for some time, but 
I thought that there was quite a bit of flexibility in the system that 
could cope with things, especially since we were able to secure in the 
past 20 years some of our social legislation. 

Now, that I take it might have been very much anti-Communist. 
Obviously it was reported back. That, plus these other incidents, sir, 
which made it obvious that as long as I was business manager I would 
continue to run that local as I thought the membership desired it to 
be run, and not as some creatures from the outside would have it to 
build an apparatus that they could possibly control. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then you think it is a fair definition of the term 
“political unreliability” that when one ceases to follow the party line 
he can’t be counted upon ? 

Mr. Krane. I think that that is obvious. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Water. Do you have any questions, Mr. Frazier? 

Mr. Frazter. I have no questions. 

Mr. Ve.pe. I have no questions. 

Mr. Jackson. I have no questions. 

Mr. Waurer. There is no reason why this witness cannot be excused ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 
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Mr. Watrer. It is so ordered, and you are discharged with the 
thanks of the committee. 

We will take a recess for 10 minutes. 

(A brief recess was taken.) 

Mr. Woop. We will come to order. Are you ready to proceed, Mr. 
Tavenner ? 

Mr. TavenNer. Yes, sir. Will Mr. Ernest DeMaio come forward, 
please ¢ 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear the ev idence you will give this subcommittee 
will be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so he Ip 
vou God? 
~ Mr. DeMaro. I do. 

Mr. Woop. Are you represented by counsel, Mr. DeMaio / 

Mr. DeMaro. Yes, sir 

Mr. W op. Counsel w i] please identify yourself. 

Mr. Rorustrerxn. My me is David B. Rothstein, Chicago. Do you 
want the address / 

Mr Sn ». The business addre 

Mr. Rorustrern. 188 West Randolph Street. Chicago. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. DeMaio, during the progress of your interrogation 
you are at perfect liberty to confer with your counsel and seek his 
advice at any time p00 it 1t occurs to you. 


Mr. DeMau . | uuld like to see that those photographers that 
want to take setae: take them now, Mr. Chairman. 
Ir. Woop. If they will cooperate with us, it will be advantageous. 


Mr. DeMato. I prefer that they not be taken during the testimony. 


TESTIMONY OF ERNEST DeMAIO, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
DAVID B. ROTHSTEIN 


Mr. Tavenner. Will you state your full name, please / 

Mr. DeMaro. Ernest DeMaio. 

Mr. TAvVENNER. When and where were you born. Mr. DeMaio? 
Mr. DeMato. November 26, 1908, Hartford, Conn. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state briefly what your educational back 


ground has been ? 

Mr. DeMaio. The grammar and high schools of Hartford, Conn.., 
and some extension Nae? at Columbia University. 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your emp sloyme nt record / 

Mr. DeMato. Shortly after | got out of high school I went to work 
for the Western Ele tric Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. When was that / 

Mr. DeMato. That was in the early June of 1927. I was employed 
by them until the latter part of August 1927, at which time I was 
fired out of an incident that developed from the Sacco-Vanzetti case 
at that time. I didn’t realize it at the time, but I had been black- 
listed by the company because I obtained employment at a num- 
ber of companies that would last 2 or 3 weeks and then they would 
call me in and they would say that the front office had informed them 
that they had to let me go. We ll, after about several such experie nces 
the depression came along in 1929, and blacklist or no blacklist, there 
were millions of Americans who could find no employment, and I was 
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among them. I went back to my home town around 1933 or 1934, and 
my brother—well, I had no employment until the labor movement 
began to develop into the organizational upsurge that brought about 
the C1O. 

Mr. ‘Taverner. What date was that, approximately ? 

Mr. DeMaiw. You mean what date was the CIO formed ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No; the date when you began employment agam, 
which you said was during the upsurge of organizational work in 
labor. 

Mr. DeMato. Well, I will tell vou how that came about. because 
the date itself I don’t reeall. One of mv brothers was employed in 
a Hartford plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, excuse me, I don’t want to go too much into 
detail, just to fix it approximately, the approximate year 

Mr. DeMato. I would say sometime tn 1935, possibly earlier or 
possibly a little later, but around that period. 

Mr. Tavenner. So your first employment then after returning to 
your home during the depression was 1935, about 1935? 

Mr. DeMato. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of that employment ? 

Mr. DeMaro. I was employed as an organizer. 

Mr. Tavenner. By whom 

Mr. DeMaro. By a local that was an offshoot of the International 
Association of Machinists, and it had disaffiliated and called itself 
the Machine Tool and Coworkers of America, Unity Lodge No. 1. 

Mr. TAveENNER. Where was it located ? 

Mr. DeMato. Hartford, Conn. 

Mr. Tavenner. And how long then did you remain as an organizer 
with that organization ¢ 

Mr. DeMaro. Approximately a year, | would say. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then if you will give us briefly what your next 
employment was and on up to the present time. 

Mr. Dy Mato. \f about that time a number of moves were taking 
place within the American Federation of Labor and certain forces 
within the American Federation of Labor were not satisfied with the 
organizational] progress within the A. F. of L. They had seen the 
efforts of workers to organize into industrial unions thwarted, and 
felt that if would be necessary to establish a new trade-union center 
in this country. Out of those discussions came some indication of a 


general development or trend in that direction. When the develop 
ment came about, | believe there was formed as far as our industry 
was concerned of course, there were meetings prior to the actual] 


formation — 

Mr. Tavenner. What do you mean by “our industry”? 

Mr. DeMato. The UE. It was formed in Buffalo, N. Y., April 1, 
LO36. I was hired by the UE as its first organizer and have been em 
ployed by the | 3 ever since. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What unions at that time were brought together 
to form the UE in 1936? 

Mr. DeMato. There were a number of independent unions, includ 
Iny this mia hu e tool local l referred to, and there were Federal local 
unions of the American Federation of Labor, and there was the Radio 
and Allied ‘T rades Department W ithin the American Fede ttion of La 
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bor, headed up by Jim Carey at that time, and a number of other 
independent unions in Springfield, Mass., and Lynn, Mass. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names of them? 

Mr. DeMaro. I couldn’t recall it, the local unions had some rather 
fancy names at that time, and I couldn’t remember all of those names, 
but they were local unions in the electrical and machine-building in- 
dustry in those towns. 

Mr. Tavenner. What positions have you held with the UE since 
your first employment in 1936? 

Mr. DeMaro. Organizer, international representative, district pres 
ident, and general vice president. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your present position / 

Mr. DeMato. I am president of district 11, and general vice presi- 
dent of the UE. That is district council 11: that is the correct term. 
Mr. TAvENNER. Mr. DeMaio, the committee 1s endeavoring to deter 
mine the extent of Communist penetration into labor organizations in 
this area, and the effect that such penetration, if it exists, has had upon 
the operation of the labor organizations, especially those which are 
connected with defense industries. , In order to make that study and 
this investigation, the committee needs the assistance of those persons 
who are in positions such as yourself to know the inner workings of 
the Communists insofar as they may affect top-level officers of the UE. 

Now, due to your long connection and experience with the UE, we 
think you are in a peculiar position to be of aid to the committee in 
making that investigation, and we would like to call upon you to 
cooperate with the committee in giving it the benefit of such informa- 
tion as you may have which would be important to it. I trust you 
will be willing to cooperate in that respect. 

Mr. DeMato. Well, Mr. Tavenner—you are Mr. Tavenner / 

Mr. Tavenner. My name is Tavenner. 

Mr. DeMato. Our union on a number of occasions, when involved 
in strikes, and when involved in key election situations throughout the 
country, has had this committee visit the particular locality or area 
where that strike or election was taking place, and it was always accom- 
panied with a great deal of headlines, newspaper-whipped-up hysteria, 
and the sole purpose of the committee was to defeat our union, and to 
defeat the union workers involved in the strike or in an election. 

Now, if you are asking me to cooperate with this committee to defeat 
a strike which is currently taking place at the International Harvester 
Co.. obviously I can’t do that and | won't do that. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have not been requested to do anything of that 
kind. We are interested only as the chairman has said this morning 
in following the movements of the Communist Party, whether it be 
in labor, whether it be in the field of entertainment, or whether it may 
be in others, and we are searching for the activities of the Communists. 

Mr. DeMario. But while you say that, Mr. Velde, a member of this 
committee, issued a statement that the workers of my union in the 
International Harvester Co. went on strike against this committee. 
Now. I don’t know whose statement I could believe at this moment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Whether or not your organization went on strike 
against this committee seems to have no bearing as far as I can deter- 
mine upon ascertaining from you what you know about Communist 
activities in your union. 
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Mr. DeMaio. Mr. Tavenner, I have a statement I would like to read 
to this committee today. 

Mr. Woop. The rule of the committee has been and is that if you 
want to submit for the record any written statement you have, you can 
do so and turn it over to the reporter. If you will answer the ques- 
tions asked of you we can proceed with much more dispatch. Just file 
the statement and it will vo in the record. 

Mr. DeMato. 1 don’t want to prolong the proceedings, but I did 
notice that witnesses prior to my being here did have an opportunity 
to read statements for the record or had them read by the counsel. 
The only thing I want to know is this: Will this appear in the written 
pr ] 


} / 


oceedings of the hearings! 
\ir. Woop. It will be filed for the record. 
Mr. DeMat It will not appeal in the proceedings 
Mr. Woop. Not necessarily, unless the committee desires to do so. 
Mr. DeMato. I see. 

Whereupor the statement was filed with the reporter, for the 


/ 


formation of the committee. ) 

Mr. DeMato. Now, Mr. Chairman, I have in support of this state 
ment which I have submitted to the clerk, some documentary ev 
dence in support of that particular statement, and | think it might 
be interesting to this committee to understand why it is workers do 


strike and what it is that brings people out on the street 


1! 


go out on 
denying themselves their wages, with a considerable sacrifice to them- 
selves and their families. I would like to be able to bring these docu 
ments to the attention of this committee. 

Mr. Woop If you clesire to file any of the documents for the use 
of the committee, you are at liberty to do so, and we are very happy 
to have them. and you can filé them with the reporter. 

I might clarify the situation at the moment by telling you, sir, that 
I have seen the handbills that have been circulated here, and we take 
note of your statement, but, with reference to International Harvester, 
I for one did not know there was a strike in progress 1n this town until 
| irl ved here. 

Mr. Di M sro. There have been a remarkable series of coincidences 
regarding the entire matter, Mr. Chairman. One member of this 
committee announced last April that this committee was coming to 
ftowh and it was just about that time we were preparing our negotia 
tions with the Harvester Co. 

Mr. Woop. I hope you were listening this morning when this hearing 
ope ed and heard the statement | read, which speaks the facts of 
what this committee actually has done. 

Mr. DeMatro. That is one set of facts that you present, and we have 
an entireiy a fferent set of facts by which we govern our own actions. 

Mr. Woop. The purpose of this hearing now is to ascertain the 
character and the extent of the Communist movement, if there is such 
in that neighborhood. Evidence has been produced before the com 
mittee this day which indicates that, if it is true, and no one has 
disputed it yet—and you are at liberty to do so if you desire—that 
you are in a position to know and to tell us something of that. 

The questions, as I understand it, from counsel, will be directed to 
you, and will be directed for the purpose of eliciting that information. 
I hope that you are in a position to answer it, and if you are we will be 
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happy to have it; and if you are not no good purpose can be served 
by entering into a controversy between you and me, or you and 
counsel, and it is just a question of what you want to do about it. You 
ire at liberty to do either one you want. 

So proceed, Mr. Counsel, and ask the questions and let us Set 1 
the witness will answer them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. DeMaio, let me ask you, how are international 
organizers of the UE selected and appointed ¢ 

Mr. DeMato. Any member of our union may place a name in non 


nation for that particular post, and Lam referring to the international 
operation, if that is what youl question is. That name is submitted 
iu? application blank to the 1 itional office. to the organizationa! 
department. This department then circularizes that name to all of 
the vice presidents and general officers. Any general officer on 
president can at that pont ol lect, and if there ; object on from one 


ber of the general executive board, that person will not b d. 
Now, that is the usual procedure. 

Mr. ‘| A\VEN NER, 1] it originates then as far as the hatiol | 

| is concerned, with a name submitted CoO Vou, and who submits 
name ¢ 

Mr. 1) Maro. Anv member of the union can submit 

Mr. Tavenner. Who does normally submit it / 

Mr. DeMato. Member of the union. 

Mr. TAvi NNER. Are the members of the union normally office: of a 
local union ? 

Mr. DeMato. Some are and some are not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, in the main, which are they? 

Mr. DeMato. Let me put it this Way: All officers of the local union 
are members of the local union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of course. 

Mr. DeMaro. And they as members of the union as well as any ra k 
and-file member may nominate a person for appointment to the staff. 

Mr. Tavenner. We have had a great deal of testimony in different 
areas of the country, the State of Ohio. and we have had some of it 
here, and we have had it in other places, to the effect that manv or 
ganizers of the UE are members of the Communist Party. What 
knowledge do you have of Communist Party membership on the part 
of any organizers of the UE? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question; I am asserting the 
fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. TAVENNER. In what way does the assertion of that pris lege 
affect your answer ! 

In other words, what is the basis of your refusal to testify on that 
matter ¢ 

( Whereupon the witness discussed the matter with his counsel. ) 

Mr. DeMato. I am discussing that now with mv counse |. 

(Whereupon the witness « onferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. DeMatro. I am advised that you may not inquire into my reason 
for asserting the fifth amendment privilege, and so | again assert the 
privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am certain counsel will advise vou that the matter 
of pleading the fifth amendment is a matter of good faith on vow 
part, and that we have a right to test that good faith. 

(Whereupon the witness conferred with his counsel. ) 
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Mr. DeMato. Well, I want to assure the counsel for the committee 
that I am asserting the privilege of the fifth amendment in good faith, 
but in view of the proceedings so far today I again must assert the 
fifth amendment privilege, and do so. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what provision of the fifth amendment is it 
that you are asserting? 

Mr. DeMato. The fifth amendment as I understand it, among other 
things, states that no person shall be compelled to be a witness against 
himself, and that is the privilege I am asserting. 

Mr. Wavrer. That is only part of it. 

Mr. DeMato. It is the part of the fifth amendment, that part I am 
referring to. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you advise the committee whether or not you 
would reject the appointment or refuse to appoint a person as an 
organizer of the UE if the fact were made known to you that he was 
an active leader in the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. DeMato. I am advised by counsel that I may, if I desire, assert 
the privilege on that question, and I do. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you-io desire to assert the privilege ? 

Mr. DeMato. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you refuse to answer the question? , 

Mr. DeMato. Yes: that is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you have been in the hearing today, during 
the course of the entire hearing, have you not? 

Mr. D1 M AIO. Yes: I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you heard the testimony of Mr. Lee Lundgren, 
and Mr. Irving Krane, did you? 

Mr. DeMato. Yes: I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hear their testimony to the effect that cer- 
tain individuals who were organizers of the UE were active members 
of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. DeMato. I heard the testimony, Mr. Counsel, and I have already 
answered that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hear the testimony that I referred to? 

Mr. DeMaro. I heard their testimony this morning. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hear the testimony that certain individuals 
who were organizers of the UE were members of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr DeMaro. I heard them make some such statements of that 
effect. 

Mr. TavenNer. Some statement to that effect ? 

Mr. DeMaro. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Don't you recall positively that that statement was 
made ? 

Mr Dy NI ATO ] don’t have the record before me, and | don't recall] 
all of the words that were said he re. but to that effect I heard such 
statements made. 

Mr. TaAvenner. Was it true or false? 

Mr. DeMaro. I decline to answer that question; I am asserting the 
fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. DeMato. The same answer, and the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. And what is that answer / 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question. I am asserting my 
priv ilege under the fifth amendment. 
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Mr. TavenNer. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer: the same reason. 

Mr. ‘TAvenNeR. As an official of the UE, have you signed a non 
Communist affidavit? 

Mr. DeMato. It is a matter of record that I have signed an affidavit 

Mr. ‘TAvenNer. At the time you signed it were you a member of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question, asserting the priv 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What was the approximate date on which you 

ened the non-Communist affidavit ? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question, asserting the pri 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the witness be directed to 


inswer the question. He testified that he did so sign it. 
Mr. Woop. I can’t see that since you have actually signed the nor 
Communist afliday t, @1\ ng the dates can possibly tend to in riminate 


you or could be construed as giving evidence against yourself. 

Let it be noted in the record that there are present five members of 
the subcommittee, ippointed for this hearing, and the witness is 
directed to answe! the qu stion last asked him by counsel. 

Mr. DeMato. I would like to consult with my counsel. 

(Whereupon the witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Rorusretn. May I ask a question, please? Mr. Tavenner has 
advised me— 

Mr. Woop. Just advise your client. 

Mr. Rornsrein. I am not going to address myself to any quest 
except procedure, sir. Mr. Tavenner has advised me that I may not 
be heard in the aid of a client in anything resembling oral argument, 
and I have no reason to doubt Mr. Tavenner’s statement to me. 

Mr. Woop. You can confer with the witness all you desire. 

Mr. Rorusrerx. May I not be heard by the committee ¢ 

Mr. Woon. No. . 

(Whereupon the witness conferred with his counsel 

Mr. DeMato. I assume you are referring to the first affidavit I 
sioned / 

Mr. TAveENNER. First I will refer to the first one; yes. 

Mr. DeMato. I would say sometime in October of 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you subsequently sign another? 

Mr. DeMato. Each year at about the same time; I don’t remembet 
the exact dates. 

Mr. Tavenner. For how long a period ? 

Mr. DeMato. Since 1949. 

Mr. Tavenner. Up to and including the year 1951? 

Mr. DeMato. Yes. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Have you signed one for the year 1952? 

Mr. DeMarto. No. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Now, since the signing of your first non-Communist 
affidavit, have you met in Communist Party meetings with members 
of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. DeMaro. I decline to answer that question ; I assert the privilege 
of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you meet at any time since the signing of your 
first non-Communist affidavit with Fred Fine? 


on 
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Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question; the fifth amendment 
privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hear the testimony of Mr. Krane at the 
point he described a meeting in your home ‘ 

Mr. DeMaro. I heard his testimony this morning. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hear the testimony of Mr. Krane this 
afternoon relating to a meeting which was held in your home? 

Mr. DeMato. I heard something of that effect; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hear Mr. Krane testify at that meeting 
there were persons present who represented the Communist Party 
of other States, States other than the State of Llinois/ 

Mr. DeMato. He said something to that effect. 

Mr. T\venner. He repeated, did he not, in his testimony, a state- 
ment allegedly made by you; did you hear that u 

Mr. DeMato. I heard him say something about something I was 
supposed to have said. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What was it that he said you were supposed to 
have said? 

Mr. DeMato. I really don’t remember now. I think that you ought 
to go back in the record on that, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. What is your recollection of what the witness 
said / 

Mr. DeMato. I have no recollection, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the testimony of Mr. Krane as to 
what Fred Fine said in your home, at that meeting ¢ 

Mr. DeMato. I heard his name mentioned several times today, and, 
now, I don’t recall this particular one. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, the essence of what the witness said was 
that in the event that the action of the Communist Party might re- 
sult in the loss or destruction of a labor union, that was not too 
serious a thing, because labor had lost before and had revived. Do you 
recall that testimony ¢ 

Mr. DeMaro. Something to that effect, I heard. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Mr. Krane accurately represent what Mr. Fred 
ine said? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question. I assert the privi- 
lege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, you refuse to testify as to whether 


or not that statement was made at the meeting in your home ¢ 

Mr. DeMatio. I have already answered. I decline to answer the 
question. I assert the privilege unde: the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Mr. Fred Fine in your home at the meeting in 
question ¢ 


Mir Dy AY smo. IL dee line to answer that question, | assert the priv 


lege of the fifth amendment. 


Mr. Tavenner. Has he ever attended a meeting in vour home / 
Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question, the fifth amendment. 
Mr. Tavenner. Mr. DeMaio, in 1950, it is our information, you 
were elected by district 11 asa delegate to the World Peace Conference 
which was scheduled to be held in Sheffield, England, and which was 
transferred to Warsaw. Poland. Were you elected as delegate to that 
meeting ¢ 
Mr. Dy NM \l I «le line to answetl that question, asserting the fifth 


amendment privilege. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you denied a passport to attend that meeting / 

Mr. DeMaro. I am advised by counsel that I may properly—no, 
strike it. I refuse to answer the question. I assert the fifth amend- 
ment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Harold Ward, financial sec- 
retary 

Mr. Woop. I am not sure that people who are now in the audience 
were here this morning at the beginning of the session, so I will repeat 
that you are here by the courtesy of this committee and not by its com- 
pulsion, and you don’t have to stay. This committee will not tolerate 
your staying here unless you obey the committee’s regulation with 
respect to demonstrations, whether it is favorable or unfavorable to 
the testimony that is being oiven here. 

Mr. Officer, the first time you find anybody in this audience violating 
that instruction, please eject them from the room. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. DeMaio, do you know whether or not Harold 
Ward, financial secretary of International Harvester, Local 108, was 
elected asa delegate of district 11 to this same meeting and attended it ? 

Mr. Veutpe. What was the date of that meeting, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. Tavenner. The date of the alleged election of the delegates 
was in 1950, but I don’t know the month. 

Mr. DeMaro. I decline to answer that question and I assert the 
fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know who paid Ward’s expenses on that 
trip? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer; the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the People’s Publishing 
Association in the city of Chicago? 

Mr. DeMaro. I decline to answer that question and assert the fifth 
amendment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the People’s Publishing Association publish the 
now defunct Chicago Star? 

Mr. DeMatzo. I decline to answer that question, asserting the fifth 
amendment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether the locals in your union were 
required to subse) ibe to the Chicago Star or members were required 
to subseribe ¢ 

Mr. D1 M AIO. I det line to answer that question, the fifth amendment 
privilege. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. We have had testimony by Mr. Krane that contri 
butions were made by the UE to the Chicago Star. Do you ky ow the 
extent of those contributions, and whether or not on occasions they 
amounted to substantial sums of money / 

Mr. DeMatzo. I decline to answer that question, fifth amendment 
privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Krane read into evidence a press release which 
he gave the press at the time of his withdrawal from the Communist 
Party, and among the reasons given for his resignation, according to 
his statement, was that the apparatus of the UE was controlled by 
the Communist Party, and that the selection of officers for local 1150 
had been determined in advance by the Communist Party and Ernest 
De Maio. 

Was that testimony truthful, or was it false? 
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Mr. DeMaro. I decline to answer that question. I assert the fifth 
amendment privilege. But I might point out that I would like the 
same opportunity to read my press statement, that he was given. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Did you make a press statement at the time that 
Mr. Krane withdrew as a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. DeMaro. I am referring to the press statement submitted to the 
clerk here a short while ago. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you make a press statement at the time that 
Mr. Krane and Mr. Lundgren both resigned from the party and stated 
their reasons for resigning / 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question and assert the fifth 
amendment pl vilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever publicly deny the statements made by 
Mr. Krane and Mr. Lundgren as to the reasons for their resignation 
from the Communist Party ‘ 

Mr. DeMaio. The same answer; the same reason; I decline to 
answer; the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Walter W. Rumsey? 

Mr. DeMato. Will you identify him, please ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. He is a former equipment worker, farm equipment 
worker, from Moline, Il. 

Mr. DeMato. | never heard of him, not until today. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Victor Decavitch ? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question. I am asserting the 
fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wasn’t Mr. Decavitch at one time an organizer of 
the UE in the State of Ohio? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question, the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Decavitch testified before the Committee on 
Un-American Activities on July 14, 1950, and I would like to read a 
part of his testimony relating to you: 

After having identified certain persons as members of the Com- 
munist Party, he testified as follows: 


Next, going back to Dayton, I omitted one name of a person who came into 
the employment at the early inception of the CIO. As the condition of the United 
Electrical, Radio and Machine Workers of America got a little better they were 


able to place more people on the staff, and this person happened to be one of the 
first UE worker organizers, and his name was very prominent in the district at 
one time. He was Ernest DeMaio, who is now the general vice president of dis- 
trict 11, or, to make it more specific, it is the Chicago area. Ernest DeMaio is a 
general vice president at present of that district. I do not know how many States 
it comprises. On occasions he did solicit me to come into the party. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Was he active in the work of the Communist Party while you 
knew him? 

Mr. Decavircen. Definitely; very much so. And one thing comes to my mind, 
At one time one of the general vice presidents of the St. Louis district, William 
Sentner, thought it would be advisable to come out in a national magazine ad- 
mitting he is a member of the Communist Party, and he did. And I think this 
picture was opposite that of some industrialist in St. Louis where they had a 
debate in the magazine as to how a Communist and how an industrialist may 
work together. I think it was Time, or something like that. I cannot help 
recall a statement DeMaio made in New York City to him. He said, “Bill, 1 
do not -know how you can openly go out and admit you are one in print, as a 
member of the Communist Party.” 

Ernest DeMaio was outspoken, but I think he could hide his identity as a 
member of the Communist Party. He was prominent in district 7 for a couple 
of years, I think. 
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Now, is that testimony of Mr. Decavitch true ? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question. I am asserting 
the fifth amendment privilege. But I would like to point out to you, 
since you seem to be concerned about my activities, I have spent the 
greater part of my life organizing workers, fighting to defend and 
advance their economic interests and welfare. I have fought against 
Jim Crow. 

Mr. Tavenner. And have you fought for the Communist Party 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question, and am asserting 
the fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Woop. Why? 

Mr. DeMato. You are inquiring into my reason for asserting the 
privilege, and I decline toanswer. Iam again asserting it. 

( Representative Donald L. Jackson left hearing room. ) 

Mr. Woop. You are perfectly willing to give us your other activities, 
voluntarily, and no one asked you about it. 

Mr. DeMato. I have given you my answer. 

Mr. Woop. You want to stick by that? 

Mr. DeMaro. I am sticking by that. 

Mr. Woop. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. | AVENNER. You have no denial or explanation to make of the 
statement made by Mr. Deecaviteh 

Mr. DeMato. 1 have answered that. 

Mr. ‘TAvVENNER. That you solicited him to come into the Com- 
munist Party ¢ 

Mr. DeMaio. I have already answered that question, and I have 


refused to answer it, and Lam isserting the fifth amendment privilege. 
Mr. ‘Tavenner. I show you a photostatic copy of page A-7 of the 
Washington Star of October 50,1951. It contains an open letter to 


the \ttorney General of the United States in defense of trustees of 
the bail fund of the Civil Rights Congress. Will you look at the 
document and state whether your name appears thereon as one of those 
signing the statement / 

Mr. DeMato. You have handed me a photostat here with hundreds 
of names on it. 

Mr. Tavenner. We will endeavor to aid you so that you don’t have 
to read them all. 

Mr. DeMato. I will save you the trouble. I decline to answer the 
question. Iam asserting the fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. My question was whether or not your name appears 
on the list. I did not ask you whether you signed it. 

Will you examine the document and state whether or not your name 
appears there? I am not asking you whether or not you permitted it 
or authorized it or actually signed it. I am asking you if your name 
appears on that. 

Mr. DeMato. You have here marked off in pencil “E. DeMaio, UE 
field organizer, New York.” 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the name that appears? 

Mr. DeMato. That is the name that appears there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you sign that letter or authorize the letter 
to be signed ? 

Mr. DeMaro. I decline to answer that question. I am asserting 
again the fifth-amendment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. The matter of the furnishing of bail bond for mem- 
bers of the Communist Party has been the subject of investigation by 
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this committee and other committees of the Congress. Has any local 
of the UE or any branch of that organization made a contribution to 
the bail fund of the Civil Rights Congress? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that gestion. Iam asserting again 
the fifth-amendment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you made any contribution to the bail fund of 
the Civil Rights Congress ¢ 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question. I am asserting the 
fifth-amendment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner, I show you a photostatic copy of a program of the 
Abraham Lincoln School for the 1943 fall session, and will you look 
at the exhibit and state whether or not your name appears there as a 
member of the board of directors of that school ¢ 

( Representative Donald L. Jackson returned to hearing room. ) 

Mr. DeMato. What was the question again ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. The question is whether or not you see on that 
exhibit your name as a member of the board of directors of the school ? 

Mr. DeMatro. I decline to answer that question. I am asserting the 
fifth-amendment priv ilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you examine the paper and state whether or 
not your name appears on it, or whether or not the name of Ernest 
DeMaio appears on that document ? 

Mr. DeMato. Will you repeat the question again, please ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you see the name of Ernest DeMaio on that 
document ? 

Mr. DeMaro. On the document you have handed me, I see the name 
“Ernest DeMaio.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Does the name appear there as a member of the 
board of directors of the school? 

(Representative Harold H. Velde left hearing room.) 

Mr. DeMario. All this thing says here is “Board of Directors.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Does the name appear under “Board of Directors” 
along with other names? 

Mr. DeMato. There are other names on the page, yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I didn’t get your reply. 

Mr. DeMato. There are other names on this document. 

Mr. Tavenner. Appearing under the title of “Members of the 
Board of Directors”? 

Mr. DeMato. The title is just “Board of Directors.” 

Mr. Tavenner. With a list of names under it? 

Mr. DeMario. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. And the name of Ernest DeMaio appears as one of 
those ? 

Mr. DeMato. The name “Ernest DeMaio” appears here. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does the address of the school appear there ? 

Mr. DeMato. No: it does not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether or not the address of the 
school was 1110 South Oakley Street, Chicago? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question. Iam asserting the 
fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now. did you serve as a member of the board of 
directors of that school ? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question. I am asserting 
the fifth amendment privilege. 
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Mr. Tavenner. Does the name “William L. Patterson” also appear 
as one of the members of the board of directors in the list that you 
read from ¢ 

Mr. DeMato. I really don’t know that. 

Mr. Tavenner. I will withdraw the question. He is not on the 
locument that | presented to you. I am mistaken again. It is on 
there. 

Will you hand it to him? 

( Document was handed to witness. ) 

Mr. DeMato. Well, I have a document you have handed me here, 
on which that name appears. 

Mr. Tavenner. That appears in the list to which vou referred 
: moment ago, does it not / 

Mr. DeMaro. It is on this document; yes. 

Mr. Taverner. Do you know of your own knowledge whether 
William L. Patterson was a member of the Communist Party ‘ 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer, the fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. TAveENNER. Are you acquainted with a person by the name of 
Alfred Wagenknecht ? 

Mr. DeMaro. I decline to answer that, asserting the fifth amend 
ment privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photograph, and ask you to examin 
it and state whether or not there is shown on the photograph youl 
picture and that of Alfred Wagenknecht ¢ 

Mr. DreMato. I decline to unswer that. | am asserting the fifth 
amendment privilege. 

Mr. TAVENNI R. I desire to offer the photograph in evidence, and 
ask it be marked as “Exhibit DeMaio 1.” 


DeMario Exuistir No. 1 





he 


r part of picture ft to right, are shown Ernest DeMaio and Alfred Wagenkns 
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Mr. DeMato. May I see that again, please? 

Mr. Water. Is your picture on there? 

Mr. DeMaro. I have already answered that. I have declined to 
answer it. 

Mr. Wavrer. You did not answer that question: Is your picture 
on there? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer the question. I am asserting the 
fifth amendment privilege. 

(The document above referred to, marked “DeMaio Exhibit No. 1,” 
is filed herewith. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you another photograph, and I will ask 
you to examine it. You will note that there appears near the bottom 
of the photograph, directly under the picture of each individual, a 
number, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. Can you state whether or not you can 
identify those persons as follows: 

No. 1—Abe Feinglass. 

No, 2—Leon Katzen. 

No. 3—Charles Lawson. 

No. 4—Hilliard Ellis. 

No. 5—Bernard Lucas. 

No. 6—Ernest DeMaio. 

No. 7—Herbert March. 

Mr. DeMaro. I decline to answer the question, the fifth amendment 
pl! iN ilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that a photograph taken of you and others 
n the May Day parade of May 1, 1948? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question, the fifth amendment 
privy ilege. 

Mr. TavenNer. I desire to offer the photograph in evidence and 
ask that it be marked as “DeMaio Exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Woop. It will be admitted. 

(The document above referred to, marked “DeMaio Exhibit No. 
2,” is filed herewith. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Mr. Walter? 

Mr. Watrer. I have no questions. 

Mr. Frazier. I have no questions. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. DeMaio, have you ever applied for a pass- 
port ¢ 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question, asserting the fifth 
amendment privilege. 

(Representative Harold H. Velde returned to the hearing room.) 

Mr. Jackson. In your opinion, how do you distinguish, if you 
do, between an American Communist and a North Korean or a North 
Chinese now engaged in military operations against the United Na- 
tions ¢ 

Mr. DeMaro. I decline to answer that question on the fifth amend- 
ment. 

Mr. Jackson. You would be criminally implicated in case you an- 
swered that question ? 

Mr. DeMato. You are now inquiring into the reason of my assert- 
ing the privilege, and I decline to answer that question. 

Mr. Jackson. Not at all. I am merely stating the balance of the 
privilege you are claiming when you claim the privilege of the fifth 
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amendment against incrimination in a criminal matter. You failed 
to delineate that when you gave your original answer. It must be 
a criminal matter when you decline, and you must stand in fear of 
criminal prosecution. 

Mr. DeMato. That is correct, I do. 

Mr. Jackson. Do you still hold to your answer, then, that to an- 
swer this question that I have asked would implicate you in a criminal 
matter ¢ 

Mr. DeMaro. I repeat my answer. 

Mr. Jackson. You decline to answer the question ? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer the question, and I am asserting 
the fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Jackson. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Veipe. Do you consider communism or membership in the 
Communist Party a crime? 

Mr. DeMato. I decline to answer that question. I am asserting the 
fifth amendment privilege. 

Mr. Vevpe. That is all. 

Mr. Woon. Is there any reason why the witness shouldn’t be ex- 
cused from further attendance under the subpena / 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. It is so ordered. 

The committee will stand in recess until 10 o’clock tomorrow morn- 
ing. 

(Whereupon, at 5:05 p. m., a recess was taken until 10 a. m., 
Wednesday, September 3, 1952.) 





—— 
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(United Electrical, Radio, and Machine Workers of America ; and 
Farm Equipment Workers Council, UERMWA 





WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 3, 1952 


Unrrep States House or Representatives, 
SUBCOMMITTEE OF THE COMMITTEE 
on Un-AmMERICAN ACTIVITIES. 
Chicago, Lll. 


PUBLIC HEARING 


A subcommittee of the Committee on Un-American Activities met, 
pursuant to recess, at 10: 10 a. m., in room 237, Federal Building, 219 
South Clark Street, Chicago, Ill., Hon. John S. Wood (chairman) 
presiding. 

Committee members present : Representatives John S. Wood (chair- 
man), Francis E. Walter, Morgan M. Moulder, James B. Frazier, Jr., 
Harold H. Velde, and Donald L. Jackson. 

Staff members present: Frank S. Tavenner, Jr., counsel; Thomas 
W. Beale, Sr., assistant counsel; Donald T, Appell, William Jack- 
son Jones, Robert B. Barker, and Alvin Stokes, investigators; and 
John W. Carrington, clerk. 

Mr. Woop. Let us have order, please. 

Mr. Counsel, are you ready to proceed ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir, Mr. Chairman. 

The first witness is Mr. John T. Bernard. 

Will you come forward, please, sir? 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand, please, and be sworn? 

Do you solemnly swear the evidence you will give this subcom- 
mittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, 
so help you God? 

Mr. Bernarp. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN T. BERNARD, ACCOMPANIED BY HIS COUNSEL, 
DAVID B. ROTHSTEIN 


Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mr. Bernard, are you represented by counsel ? 

Mr. Bernarp. | am, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will counsel please identify his name for the 
record ? 

Mr. Rornstern. I am the same Mr. David B. Rothstein who ap- 
peared here yesterday; or, in the alternative, the same David B. 
Rothstein, without the “Mister,” sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please state your full name, please? 

Mr. Bernarp. My name is John T. Bernard, B-e-r-n-a-r-d. 
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Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born? 

Mr. Bernarp. I was born in France, March 6, 1893. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you arrive in this country ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. I arrived in America the Ist day of August 1907. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you a naturalized American citizen ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. I became a citizen through the naturalization of my 
father, who became an American citizen in 1905. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was your father’s name? 

Mr. Bernarp. Joseph Bernard, B-e-r-n-a-r-d. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, will you please state for the committee what 
your educational training has been / 

Mr. Bernarp. I will be pleased to do that if you give me the same, 
at least the pl vilege that you gave to the other side. | hope you 


will. 

From 

Mr. Woop. What do you mean, “the othe side”? 

Mr. ‘| A\VEN NER. W hicl ide ire vou on / 

Mr. Bernarp. I was referring to the stool pigeon who testified here, 
i you want me to speak very freely. 

Mr. Woop. Are you on the side of the Communists or are you on 
the side against them ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. Lam on the side of America, definitely. 

Mr. Woop. I am very happy to have you say that, and I hope you 
will beal it oul 

Mr. Bernarp. I am sorry. May I testify as to my education now! 


I attended parochial schools in southern France for approximately 
7 vears, to 1905, when the French Government separated itself from 
the Cathol church. I was the con pelled to attend public schools 
for | yea That was the term of 1906-07, when I left for America. 
[ left on the 14th of July 1907. We went directly to a mining town 
orthern M nesota, known as Eveleth, E-v-e-l-e-t h, in the heart 
of thre } ore co ntry, where they ] ne the ron ore, the lifeblood of 
Ame iustry 
I went public school ior » years; and by the w iV, | may say 
il Bt ( | of years, or al the beg) ! ng of the third vear, I 
reached the tenth grade. and I grad ite | from the tenth grade with the 
othe hildre ol my as 


i re. 
At 17. I went to work in the iron mines of northern Minnesota. I 
worked there from 1917, when there was work to be gotten 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Bernarp. Lam sorry. You only asked me about my education, 
that is cori L. my counsel] has ad sec me. 

Chat is the extent of my education, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. TAvenner. You stated that your father’s name was Bernard. 


i Te he « ial ed his hame by legal procedure ¢ 


Mr. Bernarp. Had he changed his name by legal procedure? Ido 
not know that. What do you mean ¢ 

Mi | \VENNER Were you born nae! the name of “Bernard” ¢ 

\ir. Bernarp. Was 1 born under the name of Bernard ? 

Mii PAVENNEI Yes. Had youl ime ever been changed / 


Mr. Bernarp. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment on 


that, Mr. Counsel. 


Mr. Taverner. Well, now, when was your name changed ? 





ID 
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Mr. Bernarp. I came to America as Bernard, and I left France 
as John Bernard. My father became an American citizen 2 years 
before I came to America, and he became a naturalized citizen as 
Julius Bernard. 

Mr. Woop. Just answer the questions that are asked you. 

Mr. TavenNer. What was your name before you came to America 

Mr. Bernarp. I invoke my privilege on that, under the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you came to this country, did you come 
inder the name of Bernard / 

Mr. Bernarp. I did, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you sign all papers relative to your admission 
to this country under the name of Bernard / 

Mr. Bernarv. I had to sign no papers whatsoever. Perhaps if 
vou look into it, you might know it wasn’t necessary for a child of 


/ 


l4 to sign any papers. 

Mr. ‘TAVEN NER. What was your hame before you came to the United 
States ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. I still invoke my privilege under the fifth amend 
ment. 

Mr. Tavenner. How could the giving of your true name before 
coming to the United States in any way subject you to criminal 
prosecution ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. I still invoke my privilege under the fifth amend 
ment. You are Ing ring mnto the reasons why l am invoking it. and 
lam not going to give them to you. 

Mr. Tavenner. You contend, as I understand, that to divulge 
your name might subject you to criminal prosecution ¢ 

Mr. Bernarv. Mr. Tavenner, I will try to make it very plain. You 
see, | realize that you didn’t call me here to do me ai \ cood. You 
realize that, don't you‘ 

Mr. Tavenner. We called you here to get facts 

Mr. Bernarp. Let me answer the question. 

Mr. Woop. We do not want any lecture out of you. Just answe) 
the questions that are asked you. ; 

Mr. Bernarp. That is the way you treated stool pigeol s. Allright. 
I will answer your question. I invoke my privileges under the fifth 
imendment of the Constitution, and | refuse to answer that bv nu 
voking that privilege. Is that clear? . 

Mr. Tavenner. Does your name appear in Who's Who in America ‘ 

Mr. Bernarp. Yes: it does. 

Mr. Tavenner. Didn't you 
Who? 

Mr. Bernarp. Did I give it the data’ They took that from the 
Congressional Record, | believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. I asked if you didn’t give the data to Who’s Who 
for your biographical sketch. 

Mr. Bernarp. I don’t remember giving it to them. I may have 

Mr. Tavenner. You know you did, you know you did. , 

Mr. Bernarp. I don’t remember that, that happened some years 


ive the biographical data to Who’s 


a 


ago. 
Mr. Tavi NNER. At d do you not know that Who's Who also sub 
mitted to you a copy of the biographical data to see if it was correct / 
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Mr. Bernarp. You might be correct on that. 

Mr. Tavenner. You know it is correct. 

Mr. Bernarp. I don’t remember. I knew that they tried to get me 
to give them some money to get in Who’s Who again, and I didn’t 
think it was worth while. 

Mr. Tavenner. I hand you a photostatic copy of Who’s Who, of the 
section of Who’s Who in America dated 1938-39, volume 20, page 306, 
relating to Bernard, John Toussaint, and I will ask you to examine it 
und state what it shows your father’s name to have been, and your 
mother’s hame, 

Mr. Bernarp. What was your question again? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state what the biographical sketch shows 
the name of your father to be? 

Mr. Bernarp. You want me to read this to you? 

Mr. Tavenner. No; my question is per fectly plain. 

Mr. Bernarp. I don’ t see my father’s name mentioned here at all. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the last name of your father when you 
resided in France and when he resided in France ? 

Mr. Bernarp. You want the last name of my father when my father 
resided in France? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. Bernarp. I assert my privileges on that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does it appear on the biographical sketch ? 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that on the privilege granted me 
by the fifth amendment of the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, read what the biographical sketch says. 

Mr. Bernarp. I read it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, let me hear what it is. 

Mr. Bernarp. If you want to read it, you are getting paid for this; 
I am serious about it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I ask that the witness be directed——— 

Mr. Bernarp. Do you want me to read it out loud or to myself? 

Mr. Tavenner. When I say read it, I mean to read it into the record. 

Mr. Bernarp. Out loud Y 

Mr. Tavenner. That is the only way you can read it into the record. 

Mr. Bernarp. I will read it to n vyself, I will ask advice from my 
counsel. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Tavenner. My only question was what does the biographical 
eketch show was the name of your father and your mother before 
coming to this country. 

Mr. Bernarpv. Bernard, John Toussaint. I will read it on advice 
from my counsel. Jernard, John Toussaint. 

Tavenner. Will you spell the last name, please? 

Mr. Bernarp. T-o-u-s-s-a-i-n-t. That is my middle name, in case 
you are a little confused, that is my middle name, which means all 
saints in French. “Congressman, b. Bastia, Corsica, March 6, 1893, 
only remaining son Joseph and Mary Toussaint (Mattei),” and I 
don't know what that means. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not asking you to read the whole biographical 
sketch. I want you merely to read the last name of your father before 
coming to this country. 

Mr. Bernarp. T am reading from this document which you 
handed me. 





Peed peed bee 
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Mr. TAVENNER. Well. what does it show with reference to the last 
name of your father ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. Let me read this document again, apparently you 
didn’t hear me or I don’t know what you have in mind. “Son of 
Joseph and Mary Toussaint Mattei.” 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not certain whether it does or not. Is Mattei 
the last name of your mother’s family ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. I am reading from this document, that is right, my 
mother’s name. 

Mr. TAveNNER. Does the record show the last name of your father 
before coming to this country ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. It doesn’t show it, I am reading from this document 
that you gave me. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say it doesn’t show it? 

Mr. Bernarp. Iam re ading from this document whi you are show- 
ng me, that is what I am saying to you. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right; that is all. 

Will you state for the committee, please, what your record of employ- 
nent has been since 1935? 

Mr. Bernarp. Since 1935, in 1935 I was working as a city fireman 
for the city of Eveleth, Minn. In 1936 I was elected to Congress as a 
member of the Farm Labor Party, served in Congress for 2 years. 
In 1936, I mean in 1938, from 1938 to November of 1942, let me see, 
from 1938 I think it was to the end of 1940, I may be wrong in that, 
but if you know better I will accept it. Iam really trying to give you 
an honest picture. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understand; just give the approximate dates 

Mr. Bernarp. From 1938 to 1940 I was unable to find employment 


of any kind because my opinion as a member of Congress I had 
refused to bow to the Steel Trust and I remained true to the people. 
[ challenge you o1 invone te show whether during mv term in Cor or 
I have voted against the welfare of the people who sent me there. 
From 1940, from the beginning of 1940 to 1941, approximately a year, 
! that period I] is [ y pl vilege accorded me bv the fifth ame i 
ent to the Constitution. 
Mr. Tavenner. Over what period of time do vou assert that ? 
Mr. Bernarp. One year, I think it was a full year, of 1941, I think 
t was the full yeal of 1941. I think I am correct in that. You 
ive th records there inyw iV. You can correct me it | im not ont. 
Mr. TAvenNeErR. The hat was your employment after 1941 4 


Mr. Bernarp. From, let us say from the beginning of 1942, if I 
remember correctly, | worked that 1 vear from the beginning of 1942 
Novembet or 1942, when | had already reached a rad us of 60 


iiles looking for work and unable to find it, 10 days after Pearl 
Harbor I sent a letter to President Roosevelt offerine mv services. 
l wanted to do somet! Inge. There was a period duri oe th it time 
when it looked as though I might be taken into the United States 
iorces | went to Fort what is the nar 1e@, that (rm) post in Min 


“apol S. kort Snell Oo and I passed a physical exam nat on and they 
ook me to the oF versity of Minnesota where there was a French 
protesso1 and the wanted to see whether I really spoke French o1 not, 
ind the Fret ch prote sor sa d, “He speaks French, he speaks as | do, a 
Frenchman.” 
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Then the captain of the Army intelligence who questioned me for 
about 2 hours said, “Bernard, you had better get home and be ready 
to go, I don’t think you will have to wait more than 48 hours.” I 
went back home and I had a confab with my wife, and she was sad 
to see me Go, of course: on the other hand she knew that this being on 
the blacklist: unable to earn my livelihood was working on me, and it 
didn’t make me feel like bowing to the forces of reaction, of course, 
on the contrary. 1 waited for that call to come: that call did not 
come. I called this major, not a captain, a major of the Army intelli- 
gence and asked him if he had heard anything, and he said, “I will 
call Washington.” And, by the way, I had received a telegram from 
the lieutenant commander, General Ulio in Washington, asking me 
if I would be willing to accept a commission in the Army for immedi- 


ate active field duty. I naturally answered in the aflirmative, not 
knowing where they wanted to put me, and not caring, to be frank 
with you. And it was shortly after that that I went into Minneapolis 
to the Army post, and to the university and anyway that call never 
came. That is why I didn’t go for the third time as a volunteer into 
the United States Army when my country called me. 


In November of 1942 I went to work for the UE, as a field organizer. 
I have been working at that since then. up to this time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where have you resided since 1942 ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. Where have I resided ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. In the city of Chicago? 

Mr. Bernarp. That is right: ves. 

Mr. Tavenner. Prior to that time where did you reside ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. Prior to that time I lived all of the time, outside of 
the time I was inthe Army and the short period In C‘ongress, l lived in 
Eve eth. Minn. 

Ir. Tavenner. Were you living there in 1941? 

Mr. Bernarp. In 1941. That was my home in 1941; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you living there ? 

Mr. Bernarp. Was I living there / 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes: in 1941. 

Mr. Bernarp. My address was there, and my family was there. 

Mr. Tavenner. That isn’t my question. 

Mr. Bernarp. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Bernard, the Daily Worker of April 29, 1937, at 
page 5, carries a picture of you greeting Angelo Herndon, national 
chairman of the Young Communist League. According to this article 
this occurred at a mass meeting in honor of Ben Leider, a Communist 
who was killed in the Spanish Civil War. Do you recall the occasion / 

Mr. Bernarp. Can I see the document ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, sir; we will show it to you. 

( Document was shown to the witness.) 

Mr. Tavenner. After looking at it do you recall the occasion ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment, 
Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you know Angelo Herndon at that time 
to be the national chairman of the Young Communist League ¢ 

Mr. BERNARD. The same answer for the Same reason and if you want 
me to state my reason at length, I will. 

Mr. Tavenner. I understand your reason is that to testify relat- 
ing to the matte! might tend to incriminate you and therefore you 
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claim the privilege of the fifth amendment. Is that what you intend / 

Mr. Bernarv. I invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment 
to the Constitution. 

Mr. Tavenner. On what basis’ 

Mr. Bernarp. I don't have to tell you on what basis: the fifth amend 
ment of the Constitution states very plainly that no person can be 
compelled in a eriminal case to testify against himself, that is the 


privilege | am invoking 
Mr. TAVI NNER ‘| he catalog for the 1945 spring term ot the Abra 
ham Lincoln School, according to the Daily Worker of January 7%, 


1945, at page o. reflects that you were an instructor at that school 
Were vou such Mm) mstructor / 

Mr. Bernarp. May I see the document, or don’t you want me to 
see it ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. | do not have the document immediately ava 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that question for the same reasor 
I stated before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether William L. Patterson was 
the director of the Abraham Lineoln School ? 

Mr. Bernarp. The same refusal, and invoking the same privilege. 

Mr. Taverner. Do you know whether William L. Patterson was 
a member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Bernarp. The same reasons. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. I show you a letterhead of the Friends of the Abra 
ham Lincoln Brigade, dated June 28, 1958. Will you look at the docu 

; 


ment and state whether or not your hame appears there as a sponsor ¢ 
Does your name appear there as a sponsor ¢ 

(Document was shown to the witness. ) 

Mr. Bernarp. I invoke my privilege, and refuse to answer for thi 


Ssaitne reason. 
Mr. Tavenner. | desire to offer the document in evidence and ask 
that it be marked as “Bernard Exhibit No. 1." 
Mr. Woop. Let it be received. 
Phe document above referred to, marked “Bernard Exhibit No 
is filed herewith. ) 
Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Abraham Lincoh 


Bi ivade 4 


Mr. Bernarp. I ret 
Mir. ‘TAVENNER Did vou Visit Spain during the period « 
war there on behalf of 1 le Span h Lovalist cause / 


Mr. Bernarp. | refuse that under the same reasons Why don't 


/ 


eto nnswer tT tif for Pie Sipe PHSONS 


vou ask me about my vote against Spanish arms embargo 

Mr. Tavenner. If you will explain your membership or your tr p 
to Spain, I think vou would be entitled to explain anything regard 
Ing any contrary action you Hay have taken at any time, and it would 
be perfectly agreeable for you to make a full explanation of it 

Mr. Bernarp. | invoke mv privilege, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Daily Worker of February 3, 1938, at pag 
arries a news item that you were to speak ata conference « f the Vet 
erans of the Abraham L nceoln srigade to be held 1] Washington oO} 
February 12 and 13 of that year. Did you speak on that occasion / 

{ Document was handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Bernarp. The same privilege, the same refusal. 
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Mr. Tavenner. I show you a letterhead of the American League 
for Peace and Democracy, dated May 18, 1939, and will you state if 
your name appears on that letterhead, as a member of the national 
committee of the American League for Peace and Democracy ! 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does your name appear on the document ? 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that for the same reason, and I 
invoke my privilege under the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the document in evidence and ask that it be 
marked “Bernard Exhibit No. 2.” 

(The document above referred to, marked “Bernard Exhibit No. 2,’ 
is filed herewith.) 

Mr. Jackson. I would also suggest the official citations of the Attor 
ney General and of this committee with respect to these organizations, 
as they are called, as subversive organizations and Communist-domi- 
nated organizations, be made a part of the official record in connection 
with the citations. 

Mr. Woop. The organizations which appear here on the list of sub- 
versive organizations have been cited by the Attorney General of the 
United States. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with the fact, Mr. Bernard, that 
Attorney General Biddle in the citation of this organization, Ameri- 
can League for Peace and Democracy, stated that the American League 
for Peace and Democracy was established in an effort to create public 
sentiment on behalf of a foreign policy adapted to the interests of the 
Soviet Union. 

Mr. Bernarp. That is rather—I didn’t quite grasp it all, it is rather 
lengthy. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with the fact that Attorney 
General Biddle in the citation of this organization, that is, American 
League for Peace and Democracy, said that it was established in an 
effort to create public sentiment on behalf of a foreign policy adapted 
to the interests of the Soviet Union Y 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. Bernarp. Well, Mr. Tavenner, you read that and I believe that 
is correct, but I had never heard it before. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, do you believe it is a truthful and accurate 
statement / 

Mr. Bernarp. On that I invoke my privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the American Leage for Peace and 
Democracy was cited as subversive and Communist by Mr. Tom Clark, 
Attorney General of the United States, on June 1, 1948, and was also 
cited by Attorney General Francis Biddle on September 24, 1942. 

The Daily Worker of April 7. 1941, at page D. reports that you 
resided over the afternoon session of a meeting of the American 
— Mobilization. Did you attend a meeting of the American 
Peace Mobilization held in New York City in April of 1941, and I 
will ask you to examine the issue of the Daily Worker for the purpose 
of refreshing your recollection. 

(Document was handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that for the same reasons. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the Attorney General, Mr. Biddle, 
cited the American Peace Mobilization as subversive and Communist, 
the first time. It was cited by Attorney General Clark, on December 
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4, 1947, and also September 24, 1942, by Attorney General Francis 
Biddle. 

The citation by Attorney General Francis Biddle said the organi- 
zation was formed under the auspices of the Communist Party, and 
the Young Communist League as a front organization designed to 
mold American opinion against participation in the war against Ger- 
many. You do know as a matter of fact, Mr. Bernard, do you not, 
that the American Peace Mobilization ceased to exist when Germany 
attacked Russia ? 

Mr. Bernarp. I invoke my privilege on that. 

Mr. TavenNner. The Daily Worker of May 24, 1937, at page 5, 
states that you, Earl Browder, and others were scheduled to speak at 
the American Writers’ Congress of the League of American Writers. 
Will you examine the photostatic copy of the Daily Worker, for 
the purpose of refreshing your recollection, and state whether or not 
you spoke at that meet ing ¢ 

(A document was handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that, invoking the same privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, Mr. Chairman, the American Writers’ Con 
evress of the League of American Writers, or rather, the League of 
American Writers was cited as subversive and Communist by At- 
torney General Tom Clark on June 1, 1948; but previous to that 
time, Attorney General Francis Biddle. on September 94. 194%. cited 
it. 

I show you a letterhead of the Committee for a Democratic Far 
Eastern Policy, dated May 28, 1948; and this letterhead, as you will 
see, reflects your hame as a member of the board of directors. We re 
you a member of the board of directors of that organization ¢ 

(A document was handed to the witness. ) 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that for the same reason. 

Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the letterhead in evidence, and ask 
that it be marked “Bernard Exhibit No. 3.” 

Mr. Woop. Let it be admitted. 

(The document above referred to, marked “Be rnard Exhibit No. 
3.” is filed herewith. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. The Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern 
Policy is reported to have held a meeting in New York City on 
January 23 to 25, 1948, and this meeting is generally referred to as 
the National Conference on American Policy in China and the Far 
Kast. The committee staff has information that you attended this 
meeting. Did you ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that for the same reasons, invoking 
the same privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Daily Worker of November 8, 1948, reported 
the American Council for Democratic Greece sponsored a telegram 
to intervene in what was referred to as Taft-Hartleyism in Greece. 
Your hame, as legislative director of the district 1] UE, is listed a 
hav ing been signed to the telecram. 

Mr. BERNARD. Sometimes the truth comes out. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, will you give us the truth about that, as to 
whether or not you signed that? 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Woop. Suppose you help us get the truth out by answering the 
questions. 
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Mr. Bernarp. I beg your pardon ? 

Mr. Woop. Suppose you assist us in getting the truth out by answer- 
ing these questions. 

Mr. Bernarp. No; the counsel said “Taft-Hartleyism,” and I con- 
sider that to be the truth. 

Mr. Woop. Is that as far as you want to go about the truth? 

Mr. Bernarp. Mr. Chairman, you spoke the truth in Congress, and 
so did I, and you can’t make me believe you believe in Americanism. 
I am not going to permit this committee to trap me, and I am going 
to assert my privileges. 

Mr. Woop. I was just simply trying to find out how far you were 
“ illing to goto help us. 

Mr. Bernarp. Let us discuss your record and mine, if you want to. 

Mr. Warrer. Now, just a minute. I did not quite understand. 
What did you mean by “trapping me’? 

Mr. Bernarpv. Well, you know, he is a clever attorney, and he has 
been doing this for a long time, and I am only a worker, and I am 
going to try to keep awake here. 

Mr. Water. What do you mean by “trapping” you / 

Mr. Bernarp. By trying to make me make statements that I refuse 
to make. That is what I mean. And I am protected from making 
them if I don’t want to, by our Constitution, the fifth amendment. 
That is what I mean. 

Mr. Warrer. You might find that your interpretation of the fifth 
amendment is erroneous. 

Excuse me. G70 ahead. 

Mr. Bernarp. We all make mistakes, I suppose. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, the American Council for Demo 
eratic Greece was cited as a subversive and Communist organization, 
formerly known as the Greek-American Council, by Attorney Gen 
eral Tom Clark, June 1, 1948. 

Did you attend the peace conference held inh Mexico ( ‘ity in Septem 
ber of 1949 4 

Mr. Bernarp. | refuse to answe! that, invok ng the same pri ilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. A Conference on Constitutional Liberties in Amer- 
ica was held in Washington in June of 1940. A call to that confer 
ence refle ts your name as one of the Sponsors. 

(A do ument was shown to the witness. ) 

Mr. Taverner. Will you examine the call which is heing handed to 


state whether or not you were a sponsor of that conference ! 


you, and 

Mir. Bernarp. Is the date 1940, you said / 

Mr. Tavenner. In June of 1940. 

Mr. Bernarp. The question was: Did I attend the conference / 

Mr. ‘| A\VENNER Were you a sponsor of the conference, as indi 
cated on the document handed you— 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Which is a call for the conference ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. | refuse to answer that. invoking the same privilege. 

Vir. ‘| A\VEN NER, | desire to otfer thi document in eV idence, and ask 
that it be marked “Bernard Exhibit No. he 

Mr. Woop Let it be received. 

(The document above referred to. marked “Bernard Exhibit No. 
£7 is filed herewith.) 
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Mr. TavenNER. Were you in attendance at the conference that was 
held in response to that call? | 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that for the same reason, invok 
ing the same privilege. 7 at by 

Mr. TAVENNER. Was the National Federation for Constitutional 
Liberties the outgrowth of that conference / 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that for the same reason, invoking 
the same privilege. te 

Mr. Taverner. Mr. Chairman, the National Federation for Con 
stitutional Liberties was cited as subversive and Communist by At 
tormey Gener: al Tom ( ‘ark on Decembe1 t. 1947, and prior to that it 
had been cited by Attorney General Francis Biddle on Se ptember 24, 
1942. 

Do you know whether the Internation al Labor Defer se Organiza 
tion is still in existence ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that, under the same privilege. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Isn't it a fact within youl knowledge that the hh 
ternational Labor Defense and the National Federation for Constitu 
tional Liberties merged in 1946 to form what is presently known as 
the Civil Rights Congress / 

Mr. Bernarp. I invoke the same privilege. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. Is it a fact that the International Labor Defense 
was an arm or branch of the Communist Party movement ? 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that, invoking the same privilege. 
Mr. Tavi NNER. I hand Vou a letterhead of the N: ational Li ibor Ly 
fense, which has at the bottom of it a list of those who were members 
of the national committee, and there I see the name of John T. Ber 
nard:; and will you examine if and state whether or not you were a 
member of the national committee of the International Labor 

Defense 4 
\ document was handed tothe witness. ) 
Mr. Bernarp. I am glad you called me John T. Bernard. 
| refuse to answer that for the same reason. 
Mr. Tavenner. I desire to offer the letterhead in evidence. and ask 
t be marked as “Bern ira Exhibit No. 5.” 
Mr. Woop. It will be admitted. 
(The document above referred to, marked “Bernard Exhibit No 
"Is filed | herewith. ) 
Mr. TAVENNER. I hand you a photostatic copy of a pamph ilet pub- 
shed by the International Labor Defense entitled “Under Arrest. 
and L will ask you if you have ever seen that pamphlet before ? 
document was handed to the witness. ) 
Mr. Tavenner. Or a copy of it. 
Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that for the same reason. 
Mr. Tavenner. M1 Chairman, this is the same publication of the 
International Labo Defense which has previously been admitted 
evidence in connection with other testimony. 
(Representative Francis E. Walter left hearing room. } 
Mr. Tavenner. I will read at this time only one part of this pam 
phiet. Itis entitled “The Work of the ILD.” 
The principal work of the International Labor Defense consists in arousing 
widest mass protest is the chief effective method with which to wrest the 


working-class 1! liitants fre the bosses’ c¢luts hes It also aids the families 
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the class-war prisoners while their breadwinners are in jails, and of murder 
victims. It supplies prison comforts to the imprisoned class fighters. It fights 
for the class-war prisoners’ rights and privileges inside the prisons, and against 
the attempts of prison administrations at petty tyranny and persecution. 

The International Labor Defense likewise helps to provide as far as possible 
legal aid and bail, but an ever-increasing burden is being thrown upon the forces 
of the International Labor Defense by the great increase in the number of 
arrests. It cannot always provide the assistance of lawyers unless the serious- 
ness and political importance of the case absolutely requires it. Therefore, we 
print this pamphlet. 

The pamphlet then goes on to describe what to do when arrested, 
and how to enter pleas to the charges that may be made, and various 
other matters. 

Did you take any part or do you have any knowledge, Mr. Bernard, 
of the methods used by this organization to furnish bail? 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that, invoking the same privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. I show you a letterhead of the United States Council 
of United States Veterans, and I will ask you if your name appears 
there as a member of the advisory board ? 

(A document was shown to the witness. ) 

Mr. Bernarp. I invoke the same privilege; I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. I offer the letterhead in evidence, and ask that it be 
marked “Bernard Exhibit No. 6.” 

Mr. Woop. Let it be received. 

(The document above refered to, marked “Bernard Exhibit No. 6,” 
is filed herewith.) 

Mr. Tavenner. According to information in the files of the com- 
mittee, you were a member of the advisory board of Frontier Films. 
Is that information correct ? 

Mr. Bernarp. Just a moment. Frontier Films? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, Frontier Films. 

Mr. Bernarp. Let me consult with my counsel on that. 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that, invoking the same privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. According to the Daily Worker of February 20, 
1937, at page 2, you were scheduled to speak at a conference called by 
the Milwaukee section of the North American Committee to Aid 
Spanish Democracy. Did you speak at that meeting? 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that, invoking the same privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you affiliated in any manner with the North 
American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. I am invoking the same privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, this organization was cited as Com- 
munist by Attorney General Tom Clark on April 27, 1949. 

According to information in the files of the committee, you were a 
member of the National Committee to Win the Peace. Is that infor- 
mation correct ? 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that, under the same privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, this organization was cited by the 
Attorney General as subversive and Communist on December 4, 1947. 

I show you a photostatic copy of a letterhead of the National Fed- 
eration for Constitutional Liberties, dated November 6, 1940, which 
reflects your name as a sponsor. 

(The document was shown to the witness.) 
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Mr. TavenNeR. Were you a sponsor of that organization ? 

Mr. Bernarp. The same objection, the same privilege, the same 
refusal. 

Mr. TAVENNER. The organization was cited as subversive and Com 
munist by the Attorney General on December 4, 1947. 

[ desire to offer the letterhead in evidence, and ask that it be marked 
as “Bernard Exhibit No. 7.” 

Mr. Woon. It is received. 

(The document above referred to, marked “Bernard Exhibit No. 7,” 
is filed herewith.) 

Mr. Bernarp. I have a brief statement here, made by the chairman 
of the national board of the National Association of Manufacturers. 
It is only one sentence, and I would like to read that, if you will let 
me. Can I? 

Mr. Tavenner. If you will just answer the questions, I believe—— 

Mr. Bernarp. I thought you would like to hear this. It is only 
one sentence, Mr. Counsel. 

Mr. Tavenner. After I conclude my questions, you may address 
your request to the chairman. 

Mr. Bernarp. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Bernard—— 

Mr. Woop. I think we can adjust that subject at the present time. 

What I am concerned about at the moment is some of the answers 
from the witness, rather than letting him use an answer of someone 
else, and he doesn’t seem very cooperative in that respect. 

Mr. Bernarp. I am sorry, Mr. Chairman. You see, yesterday when 
vou made your opening statement, it was in such a low tone of voice 
I couldn’t hear everything that you were saying. 

Mr. Woop. You understand the questions being asked you. 

Mr. Bernarp. I thought I heard you say something about fascism. 

Mr. Woop. You understand the questions, don’t you ? 

Mr. Bernarp. Very well; and I answer them very clearly, too. 

Mr. Woop. I fail to hear that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Bernard, the Attorney General of the United 
States made certain findings of fact at the time of the decision that 
he reached in regard to the Harry Bridges case. Now, those findings 
of fact related in part to the Communist Party, and these findings of 
fact I want to read to you. 

The third finding of fact was that— 
the Communist Party of the United States of America, from the time of its 
nception in 1919 to the present time, is an organization that believes in, advises, 
advocates, and teaches the overthrow by force and violence of the Government 
of the United States. 

The fourth finding of fact was that— 
the Communist Party of the United States of America, from the time of its 
nception to the present time, is an organization that writes, circulates, dis 
tributes, prints, publishes, and displays printed matter advising, advocating, 

teaching the overthrow by force and violence of the Government of the 
United States. 

The fifth finding was that— 
the Communist Party of the United States of America, from the time of its 
nceeption to the present time, is an organization that causes to be written. 
circulated, distributed, printed, published, and displayed, printed matter ad 
ng, advocating, and teaching the overthrow by force and violence of the 
Government of the United States 


is 
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The sixth finding: 


That the Communist Party of the United States of America, from the time 
of its inception to the present time, is an organization that has in its possession 
for the purpose of circulation, distribution, publication, issuance, and display, 
printed matter advising, advocating, and teaching the overthrew by force and 
violence of the Government of the United States 

Now, after the publication of those findings of fact, there was a 
pamphlet issued by the National Federation for Constitutional Lib- 
erties which was in the form of an open letter to the President of the 
United States, dated July 11, 1942, urging that the decision of the 
Attorney General in the case of Harry Bridges be rescinded. 

Will you look at page 16 of that document, that open letter, and 
state whether your name appears thereon as a signer ¢ 

(The document was shown to the witness. ) 

Mr. Bernarn. I refuse to answer that, invoking the same privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. I will read a paragraph appearing on page 15 of 
this letter 

s equally essential that the Attorney General's ill-advised, arbitrary, and 
warranted findings relative to the Communist Party be rescinded 

Now, did you agree with that statement in the letter to which your 
hame appears — 

Mr. Bern inp. I refuse to answer that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment—as desiring the Attorney General 
to rescind these findings of fact with regard to the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Bernarp. Are you through now 4 

Mr. Tavenner. I have asked you the question. 

Mr. Bernarp. I was wondering if you were through, that is all. 

| refuse to answer that, invoking the same privilege. 

Mr. Waurer. Does his name appear, Mr. Tavenner ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes, his name appears as one of the signers of the 
letter; and I desire, as proof of it, to offer the document in evidence, 
ind ask that it be marked as “Bernard Exhibit 8.” 

Mr. Woop. It is received. 

(The document above referred to marked “Bernard Exhibit No. 8.” 
is filed herewith. ) 

Mr. Movutper. Does it appear as John T. Bernard / 

(The document was handed to Representative Moulder.) 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you disagree with the findings of the Attorney 
General of the United States with reference to the Communist Party 
is L read to you a moment ago? 

Mr. Bernarp. I invoke the same privileges. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you disagree now with them / 

Mr. Bernarp. For that reason, I refuse to answer. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you disagree now with the findings made by 
the Attorney General of the United States with regard to the Com 
munist Party 4 

Mr. Bern ARD. | invoke my privileges under the fifth amendment 
of the Constitution, and refuse to answer that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that, invoking my privilege under 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you ever a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse that for the same reason. , 
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Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Woon. Any questions ¢ 

Mr. Mou.per. During the year of 1941, you refused to divulge you 
occupation or what you were doing during that period of years, i 
voking, as you say, the privilege of the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Bernarp. Mr. Congressman, please believe me that I wouldn't 
be ashamed to tell you where | worked, honestly > and let me say to 
the members of this committee. whether vou agree with me or not. 
but I want to say to you that all of the things that I have done dur 
ng my life, I am very proud of them, and I will do them again. 

Mr. W oop. Why do you object to telling us about it, then / 

Mr. Bernarp. Mr. Chairman, I ask you for the permission to read 
one sentence given by the chairman of the board of the Nation il As 
sociation of Manufacturers, and you refuse me that. 

Mr. Woop. You have been given an opportunity to answer a whole 
score of questions here. 

Mr. Bernarp. This man ts invoking fascism. 

Mr. MovuLp! R. W here clid you resict during thie veal 1941 / 

Mr. Bernarp. Where did I reside / 

Mr. MovuLp R. Yes. 

Mr. BERN ARD. Tl tf same question was asked of mie, and I refused 
to answer, and I would be willing to tell you when this committee 
adjourns if you Want to know, and I am not ashamed of it, please he 
lieve me. 

Mr. Movutper. What are your duties now, Mr. Bernard / 

Mr. BERN ARD. | inh working with the UE, as on field organizer, 
United Electric. Rad o. and Machine Workers of America. and | 
want to Say that | KHOW on this committee there are members who 
are decent LUVS, al (| | studied the record of ill of them. 

Mr. Vewpr. Mr. Bernard, vou say that you are a field organize 
for the UE. Is that the same as a legislative director / 

Mr. Bernarp. I think that I should try to enlighte: vou on that 
My real title IS field organizer on the international pavroll, tliat ~ 
what I am. and I get the wages of a field organizer. and vou would 
be astounded to hear what those wages were. 

Mr. \ ELDE. Well, istound me, then. How much are they ? 

Mr. Bernarp. After taxes are paid, I get S78 a week, 

Mr. Vevpr. How big a territory do you cover as field: organizer 

Mr. Bernarp. Merely Chicago, mainly Chicago 

Mr. Vevpr. How many plants nh Chicago does vou organization 
represent ¢ 

( Representative Morgan M. Moulder left the hearing room. ) 

Mr. Bernarp. You are asking me how many plants the union has in 
Chicago? 

Mr. Vetpr. Yes; how many they represent for bargaining purposes. 

Mr. Bernarp. I really don’t know the exact number. vou must have 
them in the record. 

Mr. Vevpr. If you don’t know it, all right. 

Mr. Bernarp. I don’t know just how many there are. 

Mr. Vewpr. How nian \ members of the UE do you have at the 
present time / 

Mr. Bernarp. In Chicago. in the Chicago area ? 


Mr. Vewpe. Yes = 


24044 59 nt. 1 ‘ 
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Mr. Bernarp. [ think it is about thirty-two or thirty-three thousand. 

Mr. Vetpe. Have you ever signed a non-Communist affidavit for the 
purposes of obeying the Taft-Hartley Act? 

Mr. Bernarp. I have never been asked to sign one. 

Mr. Vetpre. Do you consider that the field officer or the legislative 
director is not an official of the union? 

Mr. Bernarp. Well, I will try to tell you that I am a field organizer, 
and that is what I am, but because of my background I assist them on 
this legislative work, and that is all. I get the wages of a field organ- 
izer, and that is what I am. 

Mr. Vewtpe. Do you not consider yourself to be an official under the 
meaning of the Taft-Hartley law that requires you to sign a non- 
Communist affidavit ? 

Mr. Bernarp. No, I don’t know, the Taft-Hartley law tells you 
those things, and I was never asked to sign it, and apparently I don’t 
have to, apparently the position I have doesn’t require it. 

Mr. Veipe. Would you if you were asked to sign it? 

Mr. Bernarp. If I was asked to sign it, if I was in that category—— 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bernarp. I think I will invoke my rights under the fifth 
amendment on that, my privilege, rather. 

Mr. Vetpe. That is all. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Bernard, where do your sympathies lie in the 
present conflict in Korea? With the United States or North Koreans 
People’s Republic ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. I am glad you asked me that because I heard you ask 
the same question, something like it, yesterday. 

Mr. Jackson. I think it is very important. 

Mr. Bernarp. Do you want, whether you believe it or not, I am 
telling you the truth—— 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. Bernarp. That is all right. My sympathies lie with our boys 
who are being slaughtered there, in my opinion unnecessarily, and my 
sympathies lie also with those poor folks who are being murdered. 
If I were in your position I would try my level best to see that hostili- 
ties cease at once and then let us find ways and means of solving other 
matters and let us stop the bloodshed. 

Mr. Jackson. Would you in the event of armed hostilities with the 
Soviet Union enter the military forces of the United States willingly ? 

Mr. Bernarp. Mr. Chairman, I mean Mr. Congressman, the fact 
that Iam here, appear ing before this committee, in my opinion proves 
definitely that I have been always willing to defend my country, any 
nation which attacks America, I willingly will join and do my level 
best. I have done it before. I have never had to be drafted. Even 
in the last time, I perhaps found I was too old or too radical, and 
I don’t know what happened, but they wouldn’t let me go. I will 
fight any country which attacks my country. My father and my 
mother, and my son and my brother are buried here, this is my 
country and I am going to remain here. 

Mr. Jackson. You could render your country a great service by 
disclosing some of the nature of this international conspiracy. Either, 
Mr. Bernard, you have been and are a member of the Communist 
Party, or you owe them a great amount of money in dues, one of the 
two. You have perhaps as startling a record of Communist-front 
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affiiation as I have seen since I have been a member of the committee. 

Now, one more question: Did you ever belong to the Elks? 

Mr. Bernarp. Did I belong to the Elks Lodge? 

Mr. Jackson. To the Elks Lodge. 

Mr. Bernarp. Ask me that after the meeting. 

Mr. Jackson. I am asking you now. 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse to answer that, under the privileges. 

Mr. Jackson. Did you ever belong to the Knights of Columbus? 

Mr. Bernarp. I refuse for the same reason, with the same privilege, 
and I belong now to an organization that you might belong to. 

Mr. Jackson. You are not prepared to tell the people of the United 
States through a working committee of the Congress, fully authorized 
to inquire into things of this sort, you are going to te 11 them abso- 
lutely nothing which might be of service in helping to disclose the 
nature of the Communist attack upon this country. Is that correct ¢ 

Mr. Bernarp. You mean it will help you if I tell you that I belong 
to the Elks? 

Mr. Jackson. It will be of considerable help if you will tell us 
about some of these organizations with which you have been affiliated 
or with which you have been associated, organizations which have 
been prescribed by the Attorney General of the United States, and 
whose findings have been upheld in the Supreme Court, that they are 
seeking the overthrow of this Government by force and violence, 
and yet you, a former Member of the Congress of the United States, 
refuse to help that Congress or refuse to help the American people. 
I have no further questions. 

Mr. Bernarp. Can I answer that ? 

Mr. Woop. Is there any reason why the witne sss should not be ex 
cused from further attendance of the committee 

Mr. Tavenner. No. 

Mr. Bernarp. I wanted to answer that, may I put my application 
for a copy of the hearings, and may I get that / 

Mr. Woop. You may do that. 

Mr. Bernarp. And also my money for coming here. 

Mr. Tavenner. I will call Mr. Francis William McBain. 

Mr. Woop. I believe, Mr. Counsel, at this moment we will take about 
a 10-minute recess. 

(A brief recess was taken.) 

Mr. Woop. Who do you have, Mr. Counsel ? 

Mr. TAvenner. Will Mr. Francis W. McBain come forward, please ? 

Mr. Woop. Do you solemnly swear the evidence you shall give to this 
subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but 
the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. McBarn. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF FRANCIS WILLIAM McBAIN, ACCOMPANIED BY 
HIS COUNSEL, DAVID B. ROTHSTEIN 


Mr. Woop. Have a seat, please. Are you represented by counsel? 
Mr. McBarn. Yes. 

Mr. Woop. The same oe who identified himself a while ago? 
Mr. Rorusrein. Yes, si 

Mr. TAVENNER. State nal full name, please, sir. 

Mr. McBarn. Francis William McBain. 
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Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born ¢ 

Mr. McBain. I was born in North Dakota. Do you want the 
city! 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes. 

Mr. McBain. Bottineau, a litle town there. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date of your birth ¢ 

Mr. McBain. Julw 31, 1905. 

Mr. TavenNer. Will you tell the committee briefly what your edu 
cational training has been / 

Mr. McBary. I went through 4 years of high school, after grade 
school, in Bottineau, then I went to 1 year of college, the State College 
of North Dakota, and 1 year to, well, it is in a different town, it is the 
same thing, actually I have 2 years of college in engineering, and that 
is my general education. 

Mr. Tavenner. I believe you served in World War II, didn’t you? 

Mr. McBain. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the period of time you were in the Army ¢ 

Mr. McBain. I was in the Navy. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the Navy? 

Mr. McBain. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Excuse me. 

Mr. McBain. There is quite a difference, I was a little white-hat in 
the Navy. Lenlisted in the Navy: do you want the time ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. The period of time when you were in the Navy. 

Mr. McBain. It was I enlisted in the last part of 1942, and I am 
not sure, the exact date, it was some time before | was called, but it 
was near the last part of 1942 and I got out on points in September 
of 1945. 

(Representative John S. Wood left the hearing room. ) 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER. With the except ion from the period of the last part 
of 1942 until September of 1945, how had you been employed since 
the completion of your school work ¢ 

Mr. McBain. You want the time after I fimished school and skip 
ping that time I was in the Pacific / 

Well, actually I got out originally, I graduated from the first year 
in college I beheve in 1923 or 1924. 

Mr. Tavenner. Let us skip part of that period, begin with 1935. 

Mr. McBain. In 1935 I was in Chicago, and I am a tool maker by 
trade, and I worked in job shops in Chicago for quite some time: that 
is my trade. 

Mr. TAveNNER. When did you first come to Chicago / 

Mr. McBatn. I believe it was in 1926, I belhleve, and most of that 
time I worked as a tool maker, and beginning with 1930 the rest of it is 
the depression. In LSD | worked, | believe, near this period for Belke 
manufacturing plant, a plant on the West Side, and I will say up until 
1937 I worked, I am not too clear on it because I was pretty hungry 
and I worked in a lot of shops and I even ran lathes in basements to 
survive, but I actually worked most of that time in the trade, although 
one time I ran a tool machine for 23 cents an hour in order to eat. 
(round 1936, or I believe 1936, I had a job as a model maker and a job 
shop model maker, which is scale modeling, it is even more skilled 
than tool mak ng. 

Mr. Tavenner. In Chicago? 
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Mr. McBain. Yes, in Chicago: and I can’t think of the exact name, 
and I don’t know if they are in business, it was a job shop where they 
made exhibits for different companies, and you are familiar with gen 
eral model making, scale model making for exhibits. 

After I left there I worked as an experimental tool maker ina plant 
on the West Side of Chicago, I believe General Scientific, or some 
name similar to that, the same thing as a tool maker, and an experi 
mental worker. Then after that, or during all of this period | prob 
ably was out of work in between times. I went to work for the Rosen 
wald Museum. Industry and Science on the South Side as a model 
maker, following the same thing there, and I want to make clear the \ 
ire fall ly closely related, tool maker and scale model maker is related. 

Mr. Tavti NNER, | d dl t intend for you to go qu te Into so much 
detail, | just wanted to wet a veneral lea of youl employment, and the 


places of employment. 

Mr. McBatyn. After I left the museum, | worked for a while at the 
Westinghouse plant in Chicago. 

Mr Tavi NNER. (bout when cid you begin youl employment with 
the Westinghouse Co. ? 

Mr. McBary. I believe it was in 1939. 

Mr. ‘TAVEN NER. How long did you continue there / 

Mr. McBarn. I believe I worked through 1940, and I am not just 
clear on that, I think it was in 1940 that I quit that. After I quit there 
I went to work for the NYA, and I don’t remember the dates, but that 
would establish it. when they first opened up in Chicago, as a trial. 
they had a machine shop on Huron, it was the beginning of the NYA 
shops. I worked with them for over 2 years and I was a supervisor 
of the NYA machine s Op when I qu t. 

Mr. TAVENNER. 13) NYA you mean National Youth Administra 


; / 
rion 


Mr. McBary. That is correct 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you work for the National Youth 
Administration. 

Mr. McBain. I believe iround 2 years. 

Mr. Tavenner. Around 2 years? 

Mr. Mic Bain. Yes. sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that brin 
to the military 4 

Mr. McBain. I got leave from the NYA and enlisted in the Navy 
nd I was work ng, that is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. On your return from the service in 1945, what was 
he first employment you obtained 7 

Mr. McBarin. Well, first-—— 

Mr. Tavenner. Or were you self-employed ? 

Mr. McBain. I was, first I went out to Denver when |] 
rina little town out of Denver, my health was pretty 


rF Vou up rbot the time vo vent 


‘ 


‘ 
— 


rol out, my 
mother was living , 
md, and I put in for disability and I got some kind of a bug in the 
Pac ifie and | hever could vet it identified and ny health was pretty 
bad and I went out to Denver thinking I would bum around out there 
ior a while because the climate was very good, but the employme I 
wasn't too good, and so I started a venture of my own. a little macel ne 
shop. , 


Mr. Tavenner. Where was that ? 











3702 COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES IN THE CHICAGO AREA 


Mr. McBaun. It was in a town on the highway out of Denver, I will 
think of it in a moment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Strassburg / 

Mr. McBary. That is correct, it is a little town, and it has a lot of 
names to it, but that is correct. I bought the machinery through the 
veterans preference of the RFC. 

Mr. Tavenner. Rather than to go so much into detail about this, 
how long were you in business for yourself in Strassburg ¢ 

Mr. McBaun. I believe I ran out of money about the following fall, 
and I quit, and I went out of business. I couldn’t do it no more. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you at any time on the pay roll of the UE 
while you were in Strassburg ¢ 

Mr. McBain. Well, here is what happened: When I quit this ma- 
chine shop, and I went broke, I filled out an application for an organ- 
izer for the UE and I was accepted but I couldn’t say whether it was 
rig! t about that time, I didn’t work any place else, the application, 
when I got the job could have come back within that time, but that is 
approximately the time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you do any work as an organizer while you 
were in Colorado for the UE? 

Mr. McBary. I was on their staff in Colorado; that is true. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where did you work¢ And what was the nature of 
your work while in Colorado ¢ 

Mr. McBain. Well, first I was there all by myself, and I simply 
checked plants and so forth for possible organizing purposes, for new 
organizing purposes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you continue the work of an organizer 
in Colorado ¢ 

M Pa Me BAIN. | don’t know the exact time but they decided to dis- 
continue it and I got a transfer and I transferred into Chicago. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you come to Chicago on this assignment ! 

Mr. McBain. It was in the spring of 1947. I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you do any organizational work of any 
character in Colorado besides that for the UE ¢ 

Witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. McBarn. I will have to decline to answer that on my privilege 
under the fifth amendment. 

Mi Davi NNER. What was the date when vou left Colorado for 
Chicago ? ; 

Mr. McBary. I don’t remember the date, it was in the spring. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of what year? 

Mr. McBarn. I think I said before I thought it was 1947. 

Mr. Tavenner. I was not certain of it. 

Mr. Mou.per. Mr. Tavenner, does the committee have knowledge 
and information concerning what other organizational work he was 
engaged in? 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not certain it does. It was inquiring to find 
out. I wouldn’t state what full information the committee might have 
in the form of leads. 

Mr. Waurer. Proceed, Mr. Tavenner. 

Mr. Taverner. When you became an employee of the National 
Youth Adm nistration, were you required to sien an affidavit relating 
to possible Communist Party membership? 
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(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. McBain. I decline to answer that on my privilege under the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am asking what you stated in an affidavit, but 
did you sign an affidavit relating to it ¢ 

Mr. McBain. I still decline to answer under my privilege of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. On July 4, 1947, did you attend an affair at the Jus 
tice Park Gardens, Justice, Ill., under the auspices of the Illinois dis 
trict of the Communist Party, at which time Foster was the principal 
speaker ? 

Mr. McBarn. I decline to answer that under my privilege of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you in attendance at a meeting on June 6, 
1948, of the Civil Rights Congress rally, sponsored by the Civil Rights 
Col ogress, and held ut the ( ‘olliseum. Fifteenth and Wabash Ave! ue, 
Chicago, which conference related to the defeat of the Mundt-Nixon 
bill which was pend ng in the United States Senate / 

Mr. McBarn. I decline to snswer that under my privilege under 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state whether or not at that meetu hg there 
was a person by the name of Russ Nixon, among others. who spoke 
in that meeting? 

Mr. Me Barn. I decline to answer that under the privilege of the 
fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Russ Nixon? 

(Witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. McBaun. I decline to answer that on my priv ilege of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you know that Russ Nixon was the legislative 
director of the UE? 

Witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. McBarn. 1 decline to answer that under privilege of the fifth 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a convention of the Communist 
Party in Denver, Colo., on May 18 and 19, 1946? 

Mr. McBain. I de: e to answer that under my privilege under 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. ‘TAveNNER. Since coming to Chicago, have you acted as an 
organizer of the Communist Party in any way ¢ 

Mr. McBaty. I decline to answer that under my privilege under 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. ‘TavENNER. Are you now a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. McBaty. I decline to answer that. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. McBatn. I decline to answer that, under my privilege, under 
the fifth amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you at this time an organizer for the UE? 

(The witness conferred with his counsel.) 

Mr. McBain Will you state that again ? 

Mr. Tavenner. I say, are you at this time an organizer of the UE? 

I understood you came to Chicago when you transferred as an or- 
ganizer of the { E. 
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Mr. McBary. You mean am I on the UE pay roll ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No. 

Mr. McBain. No, I am not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, are you an organizer of the UE? At this 
time do you hold n position, whether you are on the payroll or not, do 
you hold a position with the UE? 

Mr. McBain. Yes, I do. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. What is that position / 

Mr. Mi BAIN. Well, do you mean In the shop or in the CE union 
where I work, as a tool maker / 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, there are rank-and-file members of the UE. 
i! d ther there are members of the UE who Oct lips official positions 
n the organizations. 

Mr. McBain. Well. I will state that now where I work in the In 
gersoll Products Division as a tool maker, I work as a tool maker, and I 
nin also the elected chairman oft the plant bargaining committee: as 
such, it is the shop bargaining committee, and an elected committee 
member and I am chairman of that committee: and also since you 
raised the point, | would lke to raise a question here that I believe 
that before we are in a little ton oh spot, being called down here at 
this time, that we are under negotiations in this plant at the time and 
lam chairman of the shop committee, and the company put out a 
letter stat ng that we were voing to be investigated before I was even 
subpenaed to this committee and right now whether this committee 
is tied up with that, it certainly is, the company certainly is taking 
terrific advantage of this by trying to do a job on us, and I have a 


letter 
Mii | \VENNER Now you say that you are put on a spot by being 
called here. You mean in connection with Communist Party activi 


ties, that is the on ly thing that could put you on the spot, isn’t it? 
If von were not connected with the Communist Party In any way, 
now would you be on the spot ? 

Mr. McBatn. Can I give my explanation of what I mean by being 
put on the spot / 

Mi PAVENNER. Well, if it relates to my question. 

Mr. McBain. I would like to. You asked me what I meant when 


I said it. and can I give vou mv meaning of what I said? 


Mr. Tavenner. If you answer my question: I am not going to con 
sent to your mak ny n speech ibout it. if you are not going to clo it 

onnection with my question 

Mi Mi BAIN If vou were chairman of a bargaining committee and 
the plant was about to go on strike, and you are responsible for the 
wctions of that plant, involving over 1,100 workers and you are dow) 
nere with a strike deadline coming up, and unable to meet with com 
pany, I think that I have a right tO say I am on the spot. That is 
what I am talking about. 

Mr. Tavenner. Unquestionably, if it interferes with your time that 
you ought to be devoting to something else. I can see how you mean 
being put ol the spot. 

Mr. McBain. Because this thing is pretty hot, there is a deadline 
on the strike coming up, and I am certainly the chairman of this com 
mittee that is elected in the shop and | work in the shop, and I am 
certainly. | would say, the thing involves a problem because the strike 
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Is set for a week from Friday, that issor days, and | have no chance 
to negotiate with the company, to find out what is happening. 

As chairman of this committee who is responsible for the bargain 
ing. by rights I should be there, so I could take care of it. 

Mr. Jackson. Mr. Counsel, was any request received from the w 
ness that his subpena be laid over ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. None that I have learned of. 

Mr. J A\CKSON. Was such it request made to the committee, that 
olt of the eircumstances, which you have detatled., ra | hardship would 
be worked upon you and that your appearance should be delaved ¢ 
Has any such request been made‘ 

Mr. McBarx. No. Well, the fact the company put out this letter, 
ind so forth. 

Mr. Jackson. Isn’t it a fact, Mr. McBain, that a large part of the 
tough spot in which you fir d yourself is the fact that 95 percent of 
the witnesses—and I take a minimum figure—who claim the prote 
tion of the fifth amendment before this committee have eithe been 
identified or will have been identified as members of the Communist 
Party, and is that not a large part of the tough spot you find youn 
self Ith. because here >the greatest forum 1h the world, f you have 
nothing to hide from the people with whom you work and with whom 
you are associated, here the hewspapers ot the entire ¢ ouncry are re] 
resented, and you have no greater forum than simply to answer the 
questions of the committee counsel honestly, fully, and frankly when 
they are asked ? There isa oreat chance for you to get otf that tough 
spot, if it has anything to do with the feelings of the people you work 
with mn connection with communism. 

Mr. Wavrer. We have gone very farafield. Did you make a request 
that you be permitted to testify at a future date ? , 

Mr. McBatiyn. I didn’t know that that was possible: I did not know 
that there was such a thing. 

Mr. Wat rER Well. you are represented by Cou sel, Did oul ce] 
make such a request ¢ 

Mr. Rorusrer. Counsel did not, and may counsel accept full respo 
sibility for the fa re to realize that sucha request m ht not be made 
successfully. 

Mr. Wavrer. In many instances this committee has deferred hea 
ngs for this very reason. 

Proceed, Mr. ‘| ivennel 

Mr. Tavenner. When you came to Chicago in 1947, you were a 
UE organizer, and how long did you remain a UF organizer / 

Mr. Me Barn. | qu t in the last part of 1947, and | am not exactly 
sure of the time, and I quit being an organizer, I believe, in 1947. 

Mr. Tavenner. You say that you quit: I didnt understand you 

Mr. McBarn. That is right; I quit. . 

Mr. Tavenner. You mean resigned as organizer ? 

Mr. McBain. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the purpose of your resignation ? 

Mr. Mi BAIN. Well. | don't know if you ean understand this: | tii 
1 toolmaker, and I feel I am a skilled worker, and I felt I would like 
to go back into a shop, and | have staved in nh shop evel since, because 
I decided for one reason, as a toolmaker. vou have skills which are 
very highly deve loped, over a long period of time can become very 
rusty. and I simply made a decision to go back. 





ae 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did you ever sign a Communist affidavit under the 
provisions of the Taft-Hartley Act? 

Mr. McBaun. State that again, will you? 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you ever requested to sign a non-Communist 
affidavit under the provisions of the Taft-Hartley Act ¢ 

(The witness conferred with his counsel. ) 

Mr. McBain. To my knowledge I have never been requested to 
sign one, as far as I know, as far as I can remember. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Moutper. I have no questions. 

Mr. Vevpe. I have no questions. 

Mr. Jackson. I have no questions. 

Mr. Watrer. Is there any reason why the witness cannot be ex- 
cused ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mr. Rorustrery. Mr. Chairman, may I have permission, please, to 
address a request to the committee. I am advised not later than 15 
minutes ago that this committee will honor a request for a delay for 
the reasons to the subcommittee if the persons subpenaed are heavily 
involved in negotiations, and I will state to you frankly I didn't 
realize it was a fact. 

Mr. Waurer. We have done it on dozens of occasions, and we have 
done it at the request of your union. 

Mr. Rorusrern. I am getting my feet wet here, as it were, and I 
didn’t know that. 

Mr. Wavrer. And you know your way around pretty well. 

Mr. Rorusretn. | asked Mr. Tavenner for a copy of the rules. 

Mr. Tavennenr. I said there are no printed rules of the committee. 

Mr. Wavrer. We operate under the rules of the House of Repre- 
sentatives. 

Mr. Rorusrery. All right, I will stop playing buyer. 

Mr. Wavrer. Your next witness. 

Mr. Rorusrer. I haven't finished my request. Mr. Fielde, who 
is subpenaed, and Mr. Oakes, who is subpenaed, and Mr. Gilpin, who 
was subpenaed, are heavily involved in the present negotiations with 
the International Harvester Co. in an effort to settle a strike in- 

olving 26,000 or 27,000 people. Their presence at the negotiations 
I am informed is materially necessary in order that progress be made, 


f progress cal be made, in the settlement of the issues, and therefore 
in their behalf, and I am requested to ask that their subpenas be ex- 
tended—is that what you call it—to another date. 

Mr. Wavrer. We will take it up in executive session. Your re 
quest comes very late, | might say. You should have made it before 


we prepared the agenda, vou ky ow, and you don’t put these hearings 


together in 5 minutes. 

Mr. Rorusrerm. I agree with you it comes pretty iate, and I trust 
my explanation as to why it comes late will be exempted with the 
candor with which it was made. 

Mr. Wavrer. All right, we will take it up in executive session. 

Who is your next witness ? 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Al Kratz is the next witness. 

Mr. McBaryn. Could I put the letter in evidence that the company 
sent out to the employees ¢ 

Mr. Wavrer. I would like very much to see it. 
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(Letter submitted to the chairman. ) 

Mr. Waurer. Raise your right hand. 

Do you solemnly swear the testimony you are about to give will be 
the truth, the whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you 
God ¢ 

Mr. Krarz. I do. 

Mr. Water. Be seated. 


TESTIMONY OF ALCIDE THOMAS KRATZ 


Mr. Tavenner. What is your name, please, sir? 

Mr. Krarz. My full name is Alecide Thomas Kratz, and I som: 
times go by the name of Al in business and various other activities. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell your first name ¢ 

Mr. Kratz. A-l-c-i-d-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you represented by counsel, Mr. Kratz? 

Mr. KRarz. Il am not. 

Mr. Tavenner. If you desire counsel, to consult counsel at any time 
during your testimony, you are, of course, at liberty to do so. 

Mr. Kratz. Thank you. 

Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Kratz? 

Mr. Krarz. I was born in Upland, Ind., November 25, 1902. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will vou give the committee a brief statement of 
your educational training ¢ 

Mr. Kratz. Because of my father being a glass worker, my educ: 
tT10n Was In Various cities. However. my education WAS ¢ ompleted at 
UL. Mary’s Cathohe S hool in Lancaster, Ohio, and ] completed t! 
« ighth grade there 

Mr. Tavenner. What has been your employment since 1935 / 

Mr. Krarz. International Harvester Co. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you first become employed by the Inte 

itional Harvester Co. ? 

Mr. Kratz. I believe it was in May of 1928. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you have been constantly with the company 

ce that time / , 


Mr. KRATZ. No: | Wiis laid ofl du Nn r the depres on. Al ad | wen}l 


business for myself: and then I came back in 1932, and I have br 


with them ever since, ever since 19352. 


Mr. Tavenner. During what period was it, over what yea 
that von were not employed by the Harvester Co. / 

Mr. Krarz. 1930 and 1931, up until July of 1932. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where is your place of employment / 

Mr. KRATZ. West Pullman W orks, 1015 West One Hundred “al 
I'wentieth Street. 

Mr. Tavenner. In Chicago? 

Mr. Krarz. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you been a member of the local union at tl 


plant, the West Pullman Works? 
Mr. Kravrz. Do you mean the one that is now there at the pre sent 

time ¢ 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes 

Mr. Krarz. I was only a short time. I was expelled from 

nion. 


Mr. Tavenner. When were you expelled ? 
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Mr. Krarz. I was expelled right after the affiliation with the Farm 
Equipment, with the United Electric Workers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall the approximate date of your 
expulsion ¢ 

Mr. Krarz. No; I don’t. I wouldn’t know that. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long had you been a member of that union ? 

Mr. Krarz. Since it won the bargaining rights. I think it was in 
1941. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What was the number of the local / 

Mr. Krarz. Local 107. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time hold a position in local 107¢ 

Mr. Krarz. Yes; I held various positions in 107. I held the job 
of recording secretary, legislative clirector— 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you fix the approximate dates of those offices, 
if you can? 

Mr. Krarz. In 1944, I was the recording secretary. In 1945, 1 was 
the legislative director. And in 1950, I believe it was, that I was the 
first vice president. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now a member of the Communist Party‘ 

Mr. Krarz. No; Il am not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever been a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. Kratz. I have. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you become a member ¢ 

Mr. Krarz. In March of 1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you issued a Communist Party card 

Mr. Krarz. I was. 

Mir. TAVENNER. Do you have it 

Mr. KRATZ, Yes: l do. 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to introduce it in evidence, with 
the understanding that a photostatic copy be taken, and the original 


/ 


returned to the owner. 
Mr. Wavrer. It will be marked as a part of the record. 
Mr. Tavenner. I will ask it be marked as “Kratz Exhibit No. 1.” 
Mr. Wavrer. It may be so marked. 
(The document above referred to, marked “Kratz Exhibit No. 1,” 


filed herewith. ) 
Mii | \VENNER. You have also handed me a ecard for the yeal 
LY4o. 


Mr. Krarz. That is right. 

Mr. TTAVENNER. So I desire to introduce it in evidence also. and 
isk it be marked as “Kratz exhibit No. 2.” 

Mr. Wal rer. It will be done. 

The document above referred to, marked “Kratz Exhibit No. 

2.” is filed herewith.) 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of the Com 
munist Party ? 

Mr. Krarz. I will have to consult this record here that I have. 
a letter that I sent in to the Communist Party August 21, 1946. 
I sent them a letter of resignation, registered mail, return receipt 
requested, through the Roseland post oftice. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive the return receipt ¢ 

Mr. Krarz. I did. 
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Mr. TAVENNER. Whose name was signed to it ¢ 

Mr. Kratz. Grace Zarniack. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do you have the return receipt ¢ 

Mr. Kratz. No: I don’t. 

Mr. TAvENNER. Will you let me see your letter of resignatior 
Document handed to Mr. Tavenner. ) 


Mr. Tavi NNER. Isthisa copy made by vou at the time ¢ 
Mr. Kratz. It is. 
Mr. TAVENNER. I desire to read it into the record: 

CHICAGO, I Lugn 1, 194 
DeAR COMRAD TI end my resigna ! ( l 
sld t believe |! fulfill the duties of ep | g 
ues books als 
I am AL K 

j \ 1 } f ] 
lo whom did vo biti ti s document / 


Mr. Krarz lo Grace Zarniack. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What position did she hold / 

Mir. Kratz. She was secretary of the Roseland bran 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you receive any reply, other than the ret 
receipt ¢ 

Mr. Krarz. No: I didn't receive any reply. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, let us go back to the time you joined the 
party. Will you give the committee i picture of the cel mstances 


/; 


under which vou he« mie a membe1 


Mi KRATZ. Well. rmonth or so pl or to that, | Te he mmpo 


by the international office executive board as a part-time field repr 
sentative: that is, I muita ork in the s Op ill dav. ind then orga 
nthe evening 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, of what organization / 

Ir. Krarz. Lo of the Farm Equipment Uni And the fiel 
epresentative, ( rie Ix llinger, he asked mie, O! hie wave rie evel 
pies of the Worker, and ud this was a \ rkers’ org Zut 

would help mea lot n ni work, and would I join: and I 

ird at that time 

Nii TAVENNER \\ if was the name of the pei oO 
Mr. Krarz. Charles Killinger, K |-] n-v-e-1 
Mr. Tavenner. Did you afterward meet in Comm t Partv me 
vs with him? 

Mr. Krarz. Yes: we did 
Mr. Tavenner. What official position did he have in the Cor 


st Party, if any? 

Mr. Krarz. None that I know of At one time they wanted 
o run for a State olflice, and he refused to run for that of 

Mr. TAvenner. Did he occupy at that time an official position 
ie Farm Equipment { nion 4 

Mr. Krarz. 1 was a part-time field representative, and because 


] } : ] 4 j 1 , 
© ocal tho? ruilhY nat no one ol the pavroll could ive 
I had to resion as recording secretary of local 107 in order to 1\ 


he part-time field representative job 
Mr. Tavenner. Now, at the time when Killinger gave vou a cop 
f the Daily Worker and asked vou to become 2 member of the Cor 
nist Party, did Killinger hold any position within the Farm Equ 
ent Union / 
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Mr. Krarz. Yes; he was a field representative, and I was his 
helper. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was your immediate superior ¢ 

Mr. Krarz. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether he endeavored to recruit 
other members of the union in the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Kratz. No; he didn’t in my presence at any time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether Mr. Killinger is still a mem- 
ber of the Farm Equipment Union, and whether he holds any official 
position ¢ : 

Mr. Krarz. That I don’t know. I have lost contact with him for 
some years now, and the last I heard he was on sick leave, and I don’t 
know how true it is, and I haven’t seen him for quite a few years. 

Mr. Tavenner. After becoming a member of the party, were you 
assigned to a branch or cell ? 

Mr. Krarz. Yes: the Roseland branch. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Roseland branch ¢ 

Mr. Krarz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. TAavenner. Who made up the personnel of the Roseland branch, 
and was it people in any particular line of employment ? 

Mr. Krarz. Well, we were mostly made up from the International 
Harvester plant. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many members were there when you became a 
member ¢ 

Mr. Krarz. Well, the full membership was never disclosed to me, 
and I never did find out the full membership of it, and there were 
in the neighborhood of around 15 or 20. 

Mr. TaveNNER. Where were the meetings held ? 

Mr. Kratz. Ina hall right off One Hundred and Fourth Street, on 
Michigan Avenue. I don’t know the address there. It is known as the 
Lithuanian Hall. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend meetings there ¢ 

Mr. Kratz. I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. How frequently did you attend ? 

Mr. Kratz. Once a month, at least, and sometimes oftener. 

Mr. Tavenner. Over how many months did you attend the meet- 
ings ¢ 

Mr. Krarz. Well, from the time I joined in March of 1944, until 
the early part of 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you state to the committee who were members 
of this branch, the Roseland branch, with you, as far as you can recall? 

Mr. Krarz. There was George Shanta. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the name? 

Mr. Kratz. S-h-a-n-t-a. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, just a moment. Did he hold any official posi- 
tion in the Farm Equipment Union at that tims? 

Mr. Krarz. Yes. Yes; he did. He was tie president of the local. 

Mr. Tavenner. The president of the local ? 

Mr. Kratz. Local 107; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether he holds a position in the 
local or in the Farm Equipment Union at this time? 

Mr. Krarz. Yes; he is the president. 

Mr. Tavenner. President of the local? 





fiy 
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Mr. Kratz. Local 107; yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, if you will proceed. 

Mr. Kratz. Andrew Rossi, R-o-s-s-i, was a member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he hold any official position in local 107? 

Mr. Kratz. Yes: he was the education and publicity director in 
local 107. 

Mr. TaveNNER. How do you know that these persons were members 
of the Roseland cell of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Kratz. Well, I held meetings with them, and whenever there 
was any money raised in the Communist Party, I went to them and 
solicited them for money. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Were you a dues collector ? 

Mr. Kratz. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Very well. Will you proceed ? 

Mr. Kratz. Then there was LeRoy Tribbite. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Mr. Tribbite hold any position in local 107? 

Mr. Krarz. Not at that time; no. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell his name, please ? 

Mr. Kratz. I believe it is T-r-i-b-b-i-t-e. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he hold a position at any later time? 

Mr. Kratz. Yes: he became the recording secretary of the local. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, sir; proceed. 

Mr. Kratz. And Mary Casaro—C-a-s-a-r-o, I think that is the 
spelling. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did she hold, if any, in the local 
union ¢ 

Mr. Kratz. She didn’t hold any at that time, but later she became 
the second vice president of local 107. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you proceed ? 

Mr. Kratz. Then there was Joe Balsis, B-a-l-s-i-s, and he didn’t 
hold any position at any time. 

Then from 161 or 163, I am not sure which local it is, it is the Great 
Lakes Forge and it was at that time in the Farm Equipment Union, 
ind it was Peter Hansen, H-a-n-s-e-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Peter Hassen, H-a-s-s-e-n, I believe it is. 

Mr. Kratz. That is what it is, H-a-s-s-e-n. He was the treasurer 
it one time of the local, I mean he was the treasurer of the Roseland 
branch of the Communist Party; and he was also, he held some office 
on the executive board of his local there, and I don’t know what it is. 
but it was affiliated with the Farm Equipment Union at the time. 

Mr. Tavenner. But a different local from that which you were a 
member of ? 

Mr. Kratz. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time collect dues from him? 

Mr. Kratz. No. He collected them from me. 

Mr. Tavenner. For our purposes, that is just as good. 

Do you have any record to substantiate your statement that he col- 
lected dues from you? 

Mr. Kratz. Yes; Ido. I have a receipt signed by him, and having 
hve Communist Party stamps on it. 

Mr. TavenNER. May I see that? 

(A document was handed to Mr. Tavenner.) 

(Representative Morgan M. Moulder left hearing room.) 
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Mr. Tavenner. This receipt reads as follows: 


October 22—Received of Al Kratz five and no/100 dollars for months June, 


July, August, September, October, for dues, at $1.00. P. Hassen—H-a-s-s-e-n 
And on the reverse side will be found five stamps for $1, each marked 
“Dues, CP, USA, $1.00.” 

What vear was it that that receipt was given to you! 

Mr. Krarz. In 1945. 

Mr. Wavrer. May I see the receipt, please ¢ 

(Document was handed to Representative Walter.) 

Mr. Veupe. Was not the Communist Party called the Communist 
Political Association at that time / 

Mr. Krarz. Yes. The cards which he presented there bear that, 
“Communist Political Association.” 

Mr. Veipe. This receipt is just marked “CP” for that marking. 

Mr. W ALTER, Proceed. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you give us the names of others whom you can 
recall, who were members of the Roseland Branch / 

Mr. Krarz. Well. there was Zarniack, and then she had three sis 

rst one Was Jean Erickson, E-r-i-c-k-s-o-n 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you referring to a receipt ¢ 

Mr. Krarz. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. May I see it? 

Mr. Krarz. She was a collector of dues, also. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is this a receipt for dues paid by you and signed 
bv her 

Krarz. Y¥« 

Mr. Tavenner. I would like to rea 
Mareh 1945 

Receive f Al Kratz. three and no/100 irs, 2d q rter, April through June, 


in? 


1 it into the record. It is dated 


What was her first name / 

Mr. Krarz. Jean. J-e-a-n. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether she was known also by an- 
other name. Jean Horn? ; 

Nii KORA rh it was her maiden hame. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, sir, if you will proceed. 

Mir. Kr \TZ Aj d then there was another sister by the ime of Wilma 
Persley, and her maiden name, of course, was Horn, but she married 
Persley. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you spell the last name? 

Mr. Krarz. P-e-r-s-l-e-y, I believe that is the spelling of it. 

Mr. Tavenner. You have named two of the sisters, and was there 

third 

Mr. Kratz. Annette Horn was her name. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did any of the three sisters occupy a position in any 
f the locals of the Farm Equipment Union? i . 

Mr. KRATZ No. They were secretaries, mostly. 

Mr. Tavenner. Secretaries in the offices of what people ? 

Mr. ICRATZ. Well. Grace at one time Was 1n the International Office 
as a sec retary there. | believe she was secretary to Gerald Fielde. | 
am not sure of that. 

Mr. TAvenner. You mean secretary of officials of the union ? 


; / 


tw 
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Mr. Krarz. Yes. Shi » ait on Se Te 
he office as a stenographe 

Mr. Tavenner. In the oflice of the uni 

Mr. Krarz. That is right 

Mr. TAvVENNER. That to one me 


two? 

Mr. Kratz. 7 \ G And the other. A 

( ed V th the } k . Some Wav. and dont OV ) 
| didn t have very} ‘ with them a other wol oO rt 
being a member of e R und Brat 

Mi | VENNER. ( rive i ( er pel ) 

i. emvel of the h ( rl ( oT the (4 Pp } 

Mr. Krag No: 1 de hy ve Lea 

NI | ENNER. ) ithe n: e ot G | é 

‘ ‘ gy the px ef Of ( Ze \ pIioy 


Mr. Kra \ . pw een ot 
{} e} ‘ f i ‘ ; 
ernational 
Mr. ‘Tavenn \\ dd 
Mr. Kr \\ 
| secretary 
M PAvVENNER. DD ' 
Mr. I . ; ( , F 
i 
Mr. 1 | ' ; 
R 4 yl | 
Ir. I 
) 1 he 
M Pavenner. W oT I } } 
: t 
\] IK \ | yy | * 
{ 
= ! { 
\! VENNF!I \\ nos ray gy | aes . p 
\ | . 
0 official recognition of that. 
I I Hi. Ve fe Tye oom 
Vf em | | ackiype Pe | 
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Mr. Tavenner. How many branches of the Communist Party were 
organized within the Farm Equipment Union that you were ac- 
quainted with / 

Mr. Kratz. Well, this is the only one that I was acquainted with, 
because we never visited the other branches of the party. 

Mr. ‘Taverner. You never attended a fraction meeting of repr 
entatives from the various branches? 

Mr. Kratz. No. There was only one meeting of that nature that 

le [ was a member of the party, and that was a fellow 
by the name of Peterson, and Charles Lawson, who came from 101, 


ind held a meeting with us one n oht. it was a meeting of about an 





] 1] ] 
Wills le? WH 


hour's dun ito} 
Mr. TAVENNER. Can vou give us the first name of Peterson / 
Mr. Kratz. No: I ean’t. He was 1 the executive board of 1 


that I know. but we always called him Peterson. 


Mr. Tavenner. Can vou ceive us anv further descriptive informa 
on about him that may help us to identify the one that vou are 
peaking of ? 

Mir. Kratz. He was a short. stocky fellow 

Mr. Tavexner. Do vou know in what shop he ws emploved / 


Mr. Kratz. He was at the Tractor Works 

Mr. Taverner. At the Tractor Works? 

Mr. Krarz. Yes 

Mr. Taverner. Do von know where he lived ? 

Mr. Krarz. No: T don't know 

Mr. Tavenner. Well. on the oceasion of this meeting, how manv 
representatives from different locals were present ? 

Mr Kratz There was j ist the two fro 101, and thev came down 
there to meet with the members of the party from 107, 

(Represent itive H irold H. Velde returned to hearin 

Mr. TAvenner. Now 
Roseland Branch who was a member of either 163 or 164 

Mr. KRATzZ. That ; the man who s vl ed that dues th ng, Hassen. 
Chere were two members that I knew of in this local. I don’t recall 


Fr TOOTH 


vou spoke of one person as a member of the 


1 


tne ot he rmat "$1 me. 

Mr. Taverner. Do you know whether Communist Party cells were 
organized within any of the locals in addition to 101 and 163 or 164, 
ind vour own loeal of 107? 

Mr. Krarz. No. I helped organize three or four plants there on 
the Sonth = cle. and there was no attempt made to organize any of 
the Communist cells in that. 

Mr. Tavenner. As you have stated, you did not attend fraction 
meetings, and if is possible that cells had heen organized in other 
locals without vour knowledge, isn’t that true? 

Mr. Kratz. That could have been very easily true. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did your club at any time receive a request or a 
lirection from the Communist Party on higher levels to cause the 
union to contribute funds for any project that the Communist Party 
was interested in. that you can recall ? 

Mr. Krarz. Not directly: no. 

Mr. Taverner. Well, was it done indirectly ? 

Mr. Krarz. Well. to this degree: That if it was beneficial to labor. 
naturally it was presented on the floor of membership, and member- 
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ship would grant it (nd. now, those in the party would know that 
the party was back of it. However, if the program was such that it 
would be presented to the membership that it was beneficial to labor. 
they would contribute and it would be perfectly legal. but is Tar a 


inv under the table conti putions, we made none 
Mr. Tavenner. Were there anv occasions whe the Con 


Party endeavored to dictate to vou how you should perform y 
duties as a union official ? 

Mr. Krarz. Yes. Whether this man was sent by the Con 
Party or not. I don't know However. he was a member of the Com 
munist Party, a man by the ime of Clemmons. and he was not 


Roseland cell. 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you know his first name / 
Mr. Kratz. He came before the executive board o eve ng 
Mr. Tavenner. The executive board of what 


Mr. Kratz. Local 107 And he had a cops of the Daily Worker. 


und the stated at that time ft} it this was the paper— ie id the paper, 
and he pounded on thi table, ind he said. “Thi = the poucy we shoul 
adopt in this union.” And he said we should take this paper and vO 
down at the next membership meeting and notify the members} 


that from that time on. from the time of the meet ne. that that woud 
be the policy of the union, what was in that paper. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that paper was the Daily Worker ? 

Mr. Kratz. | informed him at that time that the people had joined 


Local 107 of the Farm Equipment Union, and that they did not join 
the Communist Party. and if he went to try to shove the Communist 
Party down their throats. that I was afraid he was going to run Into 
trouble. 

Mr. ‘TAvENNER. J oment Ye recognized that the Daily 
Worker was the med t ough which the Ce miunist Party passed 
on its directives—— 

Mr. Kratz. That ts rig 

Mr. TavennNer. W t in turn had received from higher authe 


ities, to the rank and file members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Kratz. That is right 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. That has beer ver\ def nitely show! n testimony 
before this committee. even to the extent of directives originating iI 
foreign countries. 

All mght, now, will you proceed ¢ 

Ir. Kratz. I was rum hg for president of the local. and I was 
Opposed by a mal by the hame of George Jerita. and Grvrace Zarnin Ks 
ind Joe Van Norstrand, who at that time was a field representative of 
the Farm Equipment Workers Union, came to me and told me that 
| had to run Clemmo1 sas vice president, and he said he was colored, 
and that he would be juite an asset to the union to have a colored man 
on the executive board in that position. 

I told them that I refused. not on the basis of his color, but on the 
basis he wasn t aqua ed to he cl the ob, Phe, for ed me at th 


{l1ine-_ 

Mr. Tavenner. Who do you mean by “they” ‘ 

Mr. KRATZ. Joe V il Norstrand and Grace Zar Lene k nformed Lit 
it that time that if I didn’t earry Clemmons along with me on mi 


} 
; 


slate, that the party we f ot support me. And I told them that t 











vas definite out: that IT believed if a man was capable of doing the 

lob by hould get the hb. but | a a t feel he was capable. So | lost 

he election bv 50) votes And some of the fellows In the party that | 
ive entioned here, that I went out nd worked for them on every 

election. they wouldn't even go out and work for me at all, or put in 
vord one wav or the other. and wouldn't even take my slates and 

tribute my ites So [ lost the lection by 30 votes. 

Mr. Taverner. So when vou refused to comply with the Communist 


Party attitude on the subiect. vou |e st their s pport ¢ 


Nin | VENNER Wi) el) the eileen’ / i | 1 irrecd he fore your execu 
t e DO wil the Daily Worke rie sted that the Daily W orker 


iv ao t! wliey for the union, how many of the members of the 
executive board who were present at that meeting were known to you 
» be embr f the Communist Party ? 

Nin Ara ’ | ree 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were they 

Mi KRATZ Pher is Lreorge Alia ! \ i Ri ind mvself. 

Mii PAVEN NER Were there othe: nie! bers present at the t me who 
ere known to vo hot to be members of the party ? 


Mr. Krarz. Yes 


Mr. Tavenner. How many persons were present ¢ 

Vi Kr TZ Well. (reorge ss} inta atl nat Time was the vice presi- 
dent, and the board normally consisted of nine. And Earl Jessup was 
on 2 errand ( to the ternatio tl office. inci so there were five 
ae 


Mi | VENNER Wa inv vote take if The Time’ 
Mr. I vasn't ' 


‘ ‘ tate ( | is ] al, tThiat mec md he picked my is 


VI) Kr 17 We Q | stated tt | i Deci e they \ inted to 


te to me » | was to earry | ne Ww th me in the electior there, 
that was one of the reas >and then [ fo | out the real reason 
of the Com: t Partv. and it , ontrary to my principles and 


rin your 


G mm, VW i view of having you rejoin the Communist Party? 
Mr. Kratz. Yes. Joe Van Norstrand came up to me and he told 
just to forget ill about it, and ymeon back i 
Mir. Tavenner. When was that ? 
Mi KRATZ It was a short time after | hy vl res ened 
Mir. Tavenner. I have no further questions 
Mr. Warrer. Any further questions? 
Mr. NM MULDER. | have no questions 
Mr. Frazier. I have no questions 


Mr. Venpr. I 


Mii JACKSON Was the fact generally known by the other workers 


Mir. Tavenner. Has anvone ippre “l you since sendin 


ive no questior S, 
you? mo} ! if the officers you have ] imed here todav were Mm 
fact off 7 t the eame time in C'ommin t Partv cell OTeaANniZa 








< \ ¥ that I was 
| is l ember 

Nin J CKSON 1) t 
Vi ) you ive na 
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i I hey reall 

iy 
{ 
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S. Wood, Francis FE. Walt 
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Mr. Woop. The heat 
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run of act 


that the subpen 1S 


DeW a (y Ip 


vVities are, 


ne Ove 


\ N ( AGO 7] 
think t if There Wa 
{ i se [ | wiso statedt before ft ( 
of the Communist Part 
that cnowledge ilso exter ( t | 
pelng members / 
) ‘ te ised oT t. rl | 
) I thi ik they more ol 
\ ed herring 1 the 
) ie election tha t 
lice before that ? 
‘ rst 7 ( 0 
re ent yes 
I er qd ‘ST 1¢ : 
1 
estion, and I forget 
i vo evel qv l ( ( ¢ ! | 
I Hartley Act / 
l I pean t 
embersh 1) ‘ or te thre De! ot 
S yon? naersty ne } tot t¢ il | ) 
rv membership is a th ng that Liiways 
fil t1o I | is vou! ( nad 
=f t hy ? t ( i 
ive \ iw il tL Wa 
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econvened 


at 2:45 p 


Ih. Re} 


er, Morgan M. Moulder. ‘ 


resentatives Joh 


James B. Frazier. 


ind Donald L. Jackson being present. ) 
ng will be in order 


nor! ne 


t tin e. fol 


re heavily 


~ the problem ( 


as a result ot 
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ently engaged in attempting to negotiate a contract, with others. of 
course, with the International Harvester Co. and their appearance 
here 1s necessarily delaying the progress of those negotiations, or will 
have that effect. I made the request at the request of the persons sub 
venaed, and in aid of the request | offer the follow Ing statement from 
| | 

a letter which has just been handed to me which purports te have 
been sent out to employees by the International Harvester Co.: 

If UE stated that a number of the union leaders have been summoned to 
appear before the Un-American Activities Committee in Chicago here this 
veek, and the committee of the House of Representatives specializes in investi 
gutiolr I 
n the | ted States It seems likely that the absence o FE-UE officials for 


these hearings may cause some delay in negotiations of this week 


s of subversive activities, particularly communism and Communists 


The negotiations ought to be con luded, if it Is possible to con lude 


them, because there are 26,000 men on strike. The reason I now make 
the moto s that ] thought that the chairman pro tem of the com 
mittee this morning, and Mr. Tavenner, agreed that I might interrupt 
the proceed nes long enough to make the motion o1 request, I guess 


sa more graceful way to put it. 
Mr. Woop. The matter was discussed in executive session just prior 
to opening this session, and it was determined by the committee that in 
keeping with the previous policy of the committee that we will not 
retain here those witnesses who are actually engaged in this negotia- 
tion work. , 

Mr. Tavi NNER, Ih the cuse Wier there is a SErine pending. as I 
understand. it. : 

Mr. Woop. That is what I am talking about. But since they are 


here. counsel does desire, I believe. to ask them one questiol . and the 


} } 


nswer to which might determine the questio of whether we would 
want them further or not. So with that understanding you hay pro 
ceed, Mr. ( ounsel, and as sOOn as Vou have interrogated them with one 
or two questions, I will ask that we excuse them from further attend- 
ance at this hearing. 

Mi lL AVENNER I think it would save tire { we would cal al three 
at the same time 

Mr. Grant Oakes, Mr. Gerald Fielde, and Mr. DeWitt Gilpin. 

Mr. Woop. I will ask you gentlemen to please, each of you, raise 
your right hand. You and each of you solemnly swear the evidence 
you give this subcommittee shall be the truth, the whole truth, and 
noth ng but the truth, SO help you God ¢ 

Mr. Oakes. I do. 

Mr. Frevpe. I do. 

Mr. Gurr. I do. 


TESTIMONY OF GRANT W. OAKES, GERALD FIELDE, AND DeWITT 
GILPIN, ACCOMPANIED BY THEIR COUNSEL, DAVID B. ROTH- 
STEIN 


Mr. Taverner. Which is Mr. Grant Oakes? Mr. Oakes, do you feel 
that your presence here would deter you in your official duties in con 
nection with the strike which is pendit at 

Mr. Makes. As the chairman of the Harvester Farm Equipment 
Council, my duties should be attempting to cone lude the negotiations 


a> ¢ ( chy iS Poss ble, and that certainiv is mV desire 
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Mr. Tavenner. Is it your opinion that it 1s necessary that you leave 
ere for that purpose / 

Mr. Oakes. I am quite sure, sir 

Mr. Tavenner. Which is Mr. Gerald Fielde? I want to ask you 
he same question, 

Mr. Frevpe. | am t! el spokesman ind have been for a period 
| years In the negoti tions with the Internatio al 1 irvester (Oo. Th : 
rip I am again chief spokesman, and of course the negotiations are 

ich more difficult, inasmuch as this trip the International Harvester 
( o. Is attempting to cut wages in our hew contract. [ state that be 
cause it complicates the matters further, and you have to have con 
sistency of relationship with the company so that you might be in a 
petter position to expt lite negotiations and thereby settle the strike 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, you haven't answered my questio 

Mr. Fietpe. Yes I did I said “Yes,” to beg n with, I belie 


Mr. TAvenner. You consider it necessary and import 
formance of your duties to leave? 

Mr. Ku LDE. I W 1] say ves, as a membe1 of con 1] ition, Vii a 
Olliver, from the U1 ted States Conciliation Service—Commissione! 
J. Ollivei begged ind ple vided, with me last K) day to attend the 


iegotiations, and | told him he would have to discuss that with t 


House of Representat ves o { least tS subcommittee. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. DeWitt Gilpin, I desire to ask you the sam: 
qiiest ] Do vou cor el ! s Hecessul ! thre performan Ol \ 
iitle that you leave Ol if pPurpo ¢ 

Mi { PIN | tO, | if | that nmiv pers ) ! ! i 
matter s strengthenes sterday by the Harvester Cou 
lelegates, negot itile I e company, Who met and aisctssed 
yuestlol d consid ( S26 million a ually in wage t! 1 
OnLp y is trying TO Impose pon them, ind voted unanimously ) 
request that the thy e oT 3 seek from th scomimittee permission tf rt 

to eu" ) rererred yVy this Ory et ry te it 
i ett ment 

Mr. Tavenner. A oht. su 

Lhe I want tou ‘ ‘ , each oft vou, one Turthet piestiol Nii 
Oakes. ire vou now or have vou ever beet i member of the Com 
Party / 


Mr. OAKES | dec] ne to answer, asserting the fifth tmenanie 
privilege. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Fielde, are you now or have you ever bee: 
member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Frevpe. I decline, and claim my privilege under the fift] 
amendment. 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Gilpin, are you now or have you ever bee 
membe1 of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Griurrn. I decline. isserting ny pris lege under the fifth ame 
ment 

Mr. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, in light of the answers, we wo 
desire to question them further at another time. 


Mr Wor >. W 1] you give them further norice, o1 do 


now fix the time? 
Vr. Tavenner. I believe it would be better to extend the 
Dpenas naccol ls PV th the request you m idle 


Vii \V oor) \) | ornxat me now ¢? 
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Mr. Tavenner. I think we should extend it a definite period, and 
iry to change il we Cah ¢ hang t late! 


Mr. Woop. What date do you suggest ¢ 
Mr. Tavenner. Let me confer with counsel a moment 

Nl) | ivenner a id Mr. Rothstei ol ferred. 

Mir. Tavenner. Mr. Chairman, I suggest 30 davs. and I dont know 
it dav of the week that would be 
\i ( iil | would s iwevest the L6th dav of October. Wash 


Vin \\ pm Ve Vv \ el] the subpe nas W | be extended unt that date, 


he event there Is any change in the program of the committee 
ou \ be amply notified in advances You gentleme e excused 
t | if Time 
Mii Pavenner. Mi John Cooke 
Mir. Woop \re vou Vir. Cooke / 
Nir. ( gk. Les, sir 
Mr. W Hold up your right Do vou solemi ear the 
f eS j il] vy ve in this sube miittee ll be t I ( 
‘ i nothing mit the trut ~( ielp vot Grod / 


TESTIMONY OF JOHN EDWARD COOKE 


\I I ‘1 Nb What s youl ahi 
\] ( OOK Joh Kadward Cooke. 


\| ( ook | rtyv-five yveurs 

\i | \ NEI \ 1] il le 

\] | | il right 

\| LAVENNER. Will vou tell the e efly what ed 
l oy has been / 

Vir. Cook}! (grammar schoc¢ NY : ‘ (I I ttentiv «¢ 


Vir. TavennerR. Whaat your preseit en ploviment ¢ 
Mir. Cooker. International Harvester Co 
Mr. Tavenner. Is that a full-time employment 


ir. Cook}! No 

Mr. TAVENNE! Hov long have vi i hela that position ¢ 
Mr. Cooke. Approximately a 
\I Pavenner. Prior to that 
Mir. Coot | was an assembler in the shop. Prior to that, you 


ear and a half. 


\ 
time how were you employed ? 
. 
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Mr. TavenNer. Suppose you tell us what your record of employ- 
ment has been back, say, to 1955. 

Mr. Cooke. Well, from the year 1955 to 1937 I was clerk in a liquor 
store in Hyde Park area. In 1937 l was hired at the Harvester Co. 
and, excluding lay-offs, I have been working for Harvester ever 
Since. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, when you first became employed in the Har 
vester Co., were you a member of any union é 

Mr. Cooke. I was a member of what they call Employees’ Mutual, 
which I think subsequently was disbanded by the National Labor 
Relations Board. 

Mr. TAvenner. Did you subsequently join any other union ¢ 

Mr. Cooxr. Yes; in 1942 I jomed the Farm Equipment Workers’ 
Union. 

Mr. Tavenner. The Farm Equipment Workers. 

Mr. Cooke. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What local of the Farm Equipment Workers ¢ 

Mr. Cooke. Local 108 

Mr. Tavenner. And how long were you a member of local 108? 

Mr. Cooke. Up until 1951, it would be somewhere around February. 

Mr. TAveENNeR. With what national labor union was local 108 affil 
ated or by what organization Was it administered ¢ 

Mr. Cooke. The Farm Equipument Workers of America, CIO, at 
that time, up until I imagine it was 1948 or 1949, [ am not sure. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hold any office in your local union, local 
108? 

Mr. Cooker. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What offices have you held in that local 

Mr. Cooke. From about 1943 to 1945, I was a chief steward in the 
malleable foundry of the plant, and from the beginning of 1945 until 
ipproximate]) Febr uy of 1947 I was chairman of the Doarvarnil 
committee, 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Any other positions ? 

Mr. Cooke. That is all. 

Mr. Tavenner. In a general way, what were your duties as a chief 
teward / 


Mr. Cooke. To handle grievances within a given department and 
pon nonsettlement refer them to the next step, the grievance com- 
mittee, and along with that, at that particular time, there was no check- 
( tT] In the shops and the responsibility of collecting union clues be ame 
the « hief steward ’s responsibility as well. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were your duties as chairman of the bargain- 
ng committee ¢ 

Mr. Cooke. Both to coordinate activities of the ha ievance committee 
ind to handle the orevances of problems W ithin the plant, participate 
n the contract negotiations, and so on. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you held any other position as an employee 
of the union / 

Mr. Cc OKF, None W hatsoever. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did local 108 have an executive board ? 

Mr. Cooke. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you ever a member of the executive board? 


1044 4 4 nt. 1 ~ 
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Mr. Cooxe. Well, according to the local’s constitution and bylaws, at 
that time L was to sit in on all board meetings with voice but no vote, 
and you can call that a member if you want to. 

Mr. Tavenner. How many persons composed the executive board of 
your local f 

Mr. Cooxe. I would say between 7 and 8, I am not sure. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you now or have you ever been a member of 
the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Cooke. I am not now, but I have been. 

Mr. Taverner. When did you become a member of the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mr. Cooke. In 1945, somewhere around the early part of 1945. 

Mr. Taverner. When did you leave the Communist Party ‘ 

Mr. Cooker. Some time in the early part of 1946. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member of the Communist Party at 
the time you were chief steward of your local ? 

Mr. Cooker. No: 1 was not. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you a member at any time while you were 
chairman of the bargaining committee ¢ 

Mr. Cooxr. Yes. 

(Representative Harold H. Velde left the hearing room.) 

Mr. Taverner. And therefore you were a member during part of 
the time that you sat in executive meetings of your local ¢ 

Mr. Cooker. That is correct. ’ 

Mr. Taverner. Who invited you to become a member of the Com- 
munist Party / 

Mr. Cooker. | would say I had several invitations. Do you mean 
who fin lly signed me up? 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you just explain to the committee all of the 

reumstances under which you were recruited into the Communist 
Party ¢ 

Mir. Cooks Well. that would vo back to 1944. 

Ih PAVENNER Would you speak i little lo idler, please / 


Mr. Cooxt | 1\ that would go bac k to 1944, and approximately 
June of 1944 I attended as a representative of local 108, what was 
ky { | rihi Mquipment Workers. C1QO, tra le Union sé hool. sup 
pose to ke p people from ndividual shops, to train them mm union 
procedures, grievances, economies, a little psychology, and public 

tking. That was held at the Bon Country Club. in Waukegan, Lil.. 
I think it was about a 4-week session of school. At that time the cur 
! hool was mv estimation rather straitlaced with 
t mm procedure ind so forth, but between sessions of the classes, 
vari students more or less approached you to the extent of direct 
line of thinking. that it was in the Communist manner. 


Now, it has been some time ago and I doubt if I could remember 
names other than other students that went with me. Following that, 


there was a local union election held later on that year, I say ipprox! 
mately December of 1944, at which time I ran for grievance com 
mitteeman. and I won the election and subsequently was elected by 
the grievance committee as their chairman. Directly following that 
I was approached and propositioned again to join the Communist 
Party, and I was told there was no way to get ahead in the labor 


movement unless vou were a member of the Communist Party. Of 
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course, I guess maybe it is a matter of being foolish, but being ambi- 
tious as well, I yielded to the plea, and I signed up. 
Mr. Tavenner. Who was it that tole 1 you that it would develop to 


vour advantage in the union work if you became a member of the 


Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. COOKE. lor one, it Was Pope Huff. who at that time Was an 
executive board member at large, 1 think, of the international union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Pope Huff, H-u-f-f? 

Mr. Cooker. I think so. P-o p-e H-u-f-f. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did any other individual make a similar state- 
ment to you as an inducement fo you to join the Communist Party Y 

Mr. Cooxe. Well, IT will say Bruno Bartnick, B-r-u-n-o B-a-r-t 
! c-k. or it might be “n-i-k,” 

Mr. Tavenner. As a result of what was said to vou. what did you 
do about joing the party ¢ , ; 

Mr. Cooker. Well, I joined. 

Mr. Tavesxner. And where were you assigned ? 

Mr. Cooker. Well, interestingly enough it wasn’t the Communist 
Party at that time. as I recall. It was the Communist Politica] As 
sociation, and at that time I was assigned to what, if I recall exactly, 
was known is Washington Park Club. It Was considered | nelehbor 
hood club. 

Mr. Tavenner. At that particular time, during the period of the 
Communist Political A lat on, the cells of the part vere hot organ- 
ized nthe 

Mr. Cooke. My recollection 1s that that came just 1 little later. 

Mr. ‘J \VEN NER, Well, tell hat you Kknov ibout 


»> brat ies ie Various factories and shops 


s about that. abo tw 


the coming o1 of this a littl lnter, 

Mr. Cooker. Well, as I recall. some time in, I would say it was mid 
1945. I would sav somew re around June or July. me leadine Com 
munist In France by the name of Duclos made sonx rt of a press 
statement that the Communist Party of the United State wi toward 
the reactionary side as partv vernacular, as ] understand it. that is the 
sort of lang ag that would be used It was me and submissive, 

d Browder \ Ihe D e with Wall Street. and so o 

That called for some sort of reorganization, as I understand it, 
coming direct from the top level. Asa result of that. and I wasn’t a 
cee Lace, il ere Was some sort of convention held by the Communist 
Party and a complete reorganization took place, in which T think 
Wil am Foster took over the complete reins, and Earl Browder was 
out \lso as a result of that, Gil Green was assigned to the Chicago 


region, and including Ch cago, In«diana, and this area, and l don’t 
0) on of It. Then at that time shop unit or as 


know just the cony 
you prefer to call th ells, were set up and I was assigned to Mi C 
mack shop unit. 

Mr. Tavenner. How 1 V persons were members of the Communist 
lor branel which you first united with ¢ 


“My Cooker. Well, you see, as to that, again I couldn’t give you the 
exact number because I never had access to any files. and so forth, but 
I could sav anvwhere from 10 to 30. ; 

Mr. TAvENNER. W that branch or cell of the party made up of 
representatives from variou locals and various areas of the com 


/ 


munity 
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Mr. Cooke. I would say a combination of both. 

Mr. Tavenner. But when you were assigned to a shop unit, you were 
assigned to the unit in which you worked ¢ 

Mr. Cooxer. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were other persons from this community branch 
assigned to the same unit with you? 

Mr. Cooxe. That is correct. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Who were they? 

Mr. Cooxr. This Pope Huff, and Beatrice Huff, his wife, Joseph 
Pentecost, Charles Lassiter. That is some of them, and I can’t remem- 
ber all of them. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who actually signed you in the party ? 

Mr. Cooke. Beatrice Huff. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you speak a little louder? 

Mr. Cooxr. Beatrice Huff. 

(Representative Harold H. Velde returned to the hearing room. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she the wife of Pope Huff? 

Mr. Cooxse. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. You spoke of having been chairman of the bar- 
gaining committee of local 108. Were any members of that com- 
mittee other than yourself members of the Communist Party? To 
your knowledge ¢ 

Mr. Cooke. Offhand I would say none. Iam trying to think of the 
composition of the committee; you know one year we had a change- 
over, None. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether any members of the execu- 
tive committee of local 108 were members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cooxr. Two that I know of. that I can recall offhand. One was 
Clarence Stoecker. 

Mr. Tavenner. How do you spell that ? 

Mr. Cooke. I think it is S-t-o-e-c-k-e-r, and one other was Tony 
Matusek. Anthony I think would be the correct name. At one time 
there was also Bruno Bartnick, I gave the name previously, and 
Joseph Pentecost. 

Mr. Tavenner. They were all members of the executive committee # 

Mr. Cooxe. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. And also members of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cooke. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, did these individuals or any of them who 
were members of the executive committee also hold other positions 
in local 108 ¢ 

Mr. Cooxe. In what manner, I mean I don’t quite follow you. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, they were on the executive committee, you 
said. 

Mr. Cooxr. That means they were officers, they were union officers, 
president, vice presiclent, and so on. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes: I understand. 

Mr. Cooke. I think Bruno Bartnick was legislative director, and 
Joseph Pentecost was the publicity and educational director, and 
Clarence Stoecker was financial secretary, and Anthony Matusek was 
recording secretary. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, from the knowledge acquired by you, while 
you were an ember of the Communist Party, what other shop units 
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were there which had Communist Party branches located w 
them / 

Mr. Cooxr. Well, I would say now, not having any factual evidence 
but from hearsay, I would say there was a shop unit at Tractor Works 
and there was a shop unit at West Pullman and there was one at 
McCormack. Now, I could vo a little further into that on my exodus 
from the party, that is to say how I went out and the reasons why I 
went out, would tend to bring that particular point out. 

Mr. Tavenner. I will not ask you anything further about that at 
the moment. 

How many persons were members ot your shop unit, No. LOS, in lo ul 
LOS ¢ 

Mr. Cooxr. I think somewhere between 15 and 25, somewhere, in 
that vicinity. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you give us the names at this time of any mem- 
bers of your shop unit of the Communist Party whose names you have 
not already given us 

Mr. Cooke. I gave you Pope Huff and Beatrice Huff. Hazel Gray 
That is all I can recall offhand. It is hard, it has been about 6 years 
ago, or 7 vears ago. 

Mr. Tavenner. Yes; I recognize the difficulty of it. 

Do you recall — 

Mr. COOKE. Booke W hite. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did either of these persons, Hazel Gray or Booker 
White, hold any position within the union?’ That is, the local unio 

Mr. Cooker. I think Booke1 White was a chief stew ird, but Hazel 
Gray did not work the shop. Hazel Gray worked in the union 
office. 

Mr. Tivenner. Were there any occasions on which representatives 
of the Communist Party oO! you may Say the high levels ot th Com 
miunist Party visited your meetings ¢ 
Mr. Cooxr. At all meetings there was someone prese} 
Mr. TaAvenner. Can you give us the names of higher leve! Con 


you in your work ¢ 


‘ 


munists who assisted 


Mr. Cooxr. There were Vickie Kramer, Fred Fine 


Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you know what positions these people held ¢ 
Mr. Cooker. All I know is they were members of the central com 
mittee, and that 1s it. Fred Fine, 1 think I heard somewhere that 
Fred h ne had heen ‘ Ria ed to the labor division of the party, or 
something. \ lmost evel vth ng that is done Ss hearsay ; it is word 
of mouth, and you don’t get anything written to cover anything of 
that type. But there was an additional one, Ed Star. Those were 


the two. 
Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do you know where Star was from ?/ 
Mr. Cooker. No, I don’t. 


Mi PavennerR. Who pres ded at the meetings that were held 


your shop nit ¢ 

' Mr. Cooxe. Clarence Stoecker was chairman of the shop unit. 
Mr. Tavenner. Do you know or recall to whom you paid your duc 
Mr. Cooxr. Beatrice Huff. 
Mr. Tavenner. How mu lues did you pav / 
Mr. Cooxr, That I can't remember, it mig! have bi ba 
LI can’t reeall 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were any special assessments made for special 
purposes ¢ 

Mr. Cooxer. One time, once. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that ? 

Mr. Cooke. Well, that was a special assessment to send one member 
of the plant cell or plant unit to some sort of special school for 2 
weeks, and it was more or less on a donation basis, all members were 
contacted and asked to donate as much as they could to supplement 
his salary, so that he could go to this 2-week school. 

Mr. Tavenner. What kind of a school was this? 

Mr. Cooxe. Not having attended, I don’t know, but from what I 
heard from the steward it was a school dealing with party policy 
and party teachings and so forth. 

Mr. Tavenner. But it was a Communist Party member who was 
taking up the collection ¢ 

Mr. Cooxe. That is correct. 

Mr. Taverner. To send a person to a Communist Party school? 

Mr. Cooxr. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. And they said the money was to supplement the 

erson's sal ur ¢ 

Mr. Cooke. Well, to make up for his salary he woudn't get because 
he wouldn't be at work. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was the person selected for the school? 

Mr. Cooke. Joseph Pentecost. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do you know where the school was located ? 

Mr. Cooxr. The exact location, I am not sure of, it was somewhere 
in Des Plaines. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he attend the school to your knowledge ? 

Mr. Cooker. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend Communist Party meetings where 
representatives were present from other locals? 

Mr. COOKE, None that I could recall, not offhand. There were a 
couple of early Sunday meetings held at Turner Hall on Roosevelt 
Road somewhere around Western Avenue, but it was never definitely 
| that these were all party people at this meeting, and so I 
ll, but at these meetings there would be representatives from 


underst oo 
couldn't té 
other locals, but not being able to nail it down as definitely a Com 
munist Party meeting. It was mostly to map strategy for the local 
unions, and the lake district, the district of Farm Equipment Workers. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you ever selected to attend a Communist 
Party school after you became a member of the party ¢ 

Mr. Cooxr. No, I wasn't. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with any of the following peo- 
ple: Edwin Schoenfeld ¢ 

Mr. Cooxe. When you say acquainted with, that means do I know 


them now or have I known them / 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever known him ? 

Mr. Cooker. Edwin Schoenfeld, ves, at the time I think he was edu- 
catilol al director for Farm Equipment Workers of America, ( IQ. 
He was also the director of this trade school that I attended in 
1944. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member of the Com- 


munist Party? 
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Mr. Cooxr. Not definitely, I would sav that the higher level ofh 
cials in Farm Equipment kept that actual knowledge of their mem 
bership away from the lower shop units, and so forth. Now, we 
suspected, I suspected, but it isn’t a matter of proof. 

Mr. Tavenner. I don’t want what vou suspect about it. I have a 
list here of six names and I am going to ask you to look at them, and 
state whether or not any of them were known to you to be members 
of the Communist Party, rather than to call their names. 

( Document was handed to witness.) 

Mr. Cooxe. Should I check them 7 

Mr. Tavenner. No: just tell the committee if there is any person 
on the list known to you to be a member of the Communist Party. 
state the name to the committee and identify them as far as you can. 
Mr. Cooxr. Well, this Edwin Schoenfeld, it goes back to the ques 

i! 


tion you said you <didn’t want to go into that at that time, but it goes 
back to the question that | posed tO ny party cell when | left, and it 


is questionable, because I didn’t receive an answer to whether or not 
he isa party member or not. 

Mr. PAVENNER. Well. all right, will you proceed with the others ? 

Mr. Cooxr. The second one, Rachael Carter. at this school that was 
held in Des Plat es, | know she attended. 

Mr. Warrer. Was it Carter? 

Mr. CooKE. Rach iel Carter. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do not call out the name unless you can identify 
them. 

Mr. Cooker. That is what I identified it. to that extent 

red Moore was a member of the shop unit. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Of what unit would that be? 

Mr. COOKE. Met ‘ormack 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Would that be local 108 7 

Mr. Cooke. That is right. 

Alvin Frisbie was a member of the shop unit. 

Mr. Tavenner. Does that mean local 108? 

Mr. Cooker. That is right. 

Al d Booker VW I) te wasn member of the shop wit. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Do vou know whether any of those that vou ha 
named have withdrawn from the Communist Party? , 

Mr. Cooxr. That I have named from there / 

Mr. TAveENNER. Y¢ 

Mr. Cooke. Well, you see, the point is, I wouldn't know, because | 

out in tive early IN46's, as I pe nted o t, and so 1 wo ildn’t know 

what has happened from 1946 on. 

Mr. Tavennenr. In other words, they were members at the time that 
you left the party ¢ 

Mr. Cooker. That is when I am speaking of. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know of the existence of what was know 
as the farm equipment commission of the Communist Party / 

Mr. Cooxr. Well, that is the question that I proposed, the night t! 
I went out. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Well, let us hear about it now. 

Mr. Cooker. | did not receive an answer. Actually, an 1 I can’t thin] 
of the exact date, but it was sometime early in 1946, | had been sor 
what at odds with the method of the conduct of McCormack cell meet 
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ings, and I had been at odds with re presentatives present there from 
the central committee, and it had just rolled itself up to a big snow 

ball, where I had definitely decided to take a position. This particular 
meeting that was held on the lSth in Racine, I posed three questions 
to the party group, and also the chairman of the party, that L wanted 
clarification on, or else I could no longe} continue asa member of that 


of them was: Was there a farm equipment commission set up 
by the Communist Party to administer policy to the Harvester plants ¢ 
had heard that there was, and ] posed it out in the unit. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you speak of “commission,” you mean a 
commission of Communist Party members ¢ 

Mr. Cooxr. That is correct. 

Mr. ‘Taverner. Which would determine the policies to be followed 
by the rank and file of the union ¢ 

Mr. Cooxe. That is correct. 

I also asked what was its composition. And, secondly, what was the 
resident committee, 

You see, this commission had been set up, as I understood it, and 
as I heard, to cover all of the Harvester plants FE represented, and 
there were supposed to be people from each plant chosen for this 
particular farm-equipment commission. 

Then, besides that, they had gathered together and appointed what 
they called a resident committee, and that committee was supposed 
to carry policy between meetings of the entire commission. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now,a resident committee of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cooke. Of the Communist Party, of the farm-equipment plants. 

The composition, as I recall, of the resident committee was Ed 
Schoenfeld and Clarence Stor ker, and one other, and there were three 
members, and | can’t recall the third one. But I posed these questions 
at this meeting, and I wanted to know. 

Well, Id dn’t get an answer, obviously, because the cell] members 
weren't supposed to know about things like that. 

Secondly, I proposed another question, that I disagreed with the 


conduct of the meetings, inasmuch as when shop questions were dis 
cussed or shop problems were discussed in the meeting, instead of 


g g a direct discussion on the immediate shop problem, there was 
ilways a drift to try to tie it in with the Iranian situation or some 
nternational situation, to tie it in as cause and effect of this particular 


shop situation. I couldn’t quite agree with that line of 


individua 
thinking. 
Mr. Tavenner. Just a moment. In that connection, did that also 
mean that the Communist Party was endeavoring to get the unions 
to take positions on international complicated problems ¢ 
Mr. Cooxr. That is right. 
Mr. TAvenner. Problems with which the labor union, as such, was 
t concerned ? 


Mr. Cooxe. That is correct. And that was a disagreement that | 


v groups. In 
my observation of the Farm Equipment Union, and also the party 
conduct within the union, that there was actual more or less lip service 


l one was a question of lip service to minority 


ven to minority-group questions, and not any relative forward action 








t 
d 
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The only forward action was maybe to take. and | take th s, to take 
in individual Negro and put him on the executive board, and whether 
he was qualified or whether he was capable and whether he coul 
do the job or not, that was immaterial. We have to } rake the s| Ow, 


more or less sort of 


und so we put this individual in here. It was 
. created position, and you might as well shut the individual off ir 
| 


in oflice and leave h m there, compared to what he could accon 
or what he could do as far as making a showing on a minority question 
was concerned. And I questioned that approach, and | questioned 
t on the basis of a situation that I had noticed at a roller-skating 
k called White City, wherein there was a question of permitting 
Negroes to skate na publ Cc roller skating rink. The pl we had bee: 
vicketed by some group that was fighting the minority question. 
’ 


+g posed it to the cell, and IT said, “Now, you are always giving lip 
ervice to this minority question. Why isn’t any demonstrative action 
eng t ike) In regard to the situation out here at this part cular roll 

cating rink?” I wanted an'‘answer to mv question, that “You gi 

» sery e. b . y if ort of action, wtual action. have vou takel 
the basis of the 1 ritv vroups. and so forth?” Y conidia’ wel 
iswer to that. 

Following that, I walked out of the meeting, and I said I co 
no longer participate the affairs of the shop unit, as long as my 
quest! ms remained unanswered 

And subsequently, I w notified that I was being put on trial by 
the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. I don’t know as you have made it plain as to 
vou directed the qu 1s 

Mr. Cooker. Well, a that meeting there was present I directs 
the question to the rr. a d that was Clarence Stoecker, mad I 
rected t directly to the chair. because I knew or IT had heard that he 
was a member of this resident committee of this Farnt Equipment 
Commission, and I directed them directly to him, knowing that he 
csnew the answer by virtue of being a member of this resident cor 

tee of the comm Ol 1 cirected the questions dire tlv tot 
ir, ana to the membe s present there 

Mr. TAvennerR. Yo d you received no answer ? 

Mr. Cooxr. That is correct. 

Mir. ‘TTAVENNER. Did he just ignore youl questior . or evade it? 
Mr. Cooker. Actually, I posed my questions in a one, two, three fas 
On: (| I posed one, mid the I hesitated and Ia ked th chair. “Cat 
I get an answer to tl! question ?” (nd on receiving no answer, or 
o beating around the bush but just flat, and I think it was stark 
Ost ition, or someihning of that type I went into the sece nad ques 
tion. and I asked for an answer. and there was no answer. And | 


‘nt into the third question, and I asked for an answer. There was 


no answer, And when I received no answer on the third question, I 
said, “Well, until such time as my questions can be answered, I car 
see no need in my participating any further in the business or in the 
hop unit here.” and I w ilked out of the meeting. The meetir or 
continued after I left. 

Mr. Tavenner. Have you ever received an answer to ai vy of 


those 


questions ¢ 
| 


Mir. CooKE. No: 1] ive noft 
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Mr. Tavenner. Now, can you give us any more information relating 
to the functioning of the Communist commission of which you have 
spoken, the Farm Equipment Commission of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Cooxe. That is all I got on it, because immediately when I 
got the news that it had been set up, the next meeting is when I posed 
this point, and then walked out; and from then on, my relations were 
practically severed with the party, outside of the notification I was 
being put on trial and notification that 1 was expelled from the Com- 
munist Party. 

Mr. TavenNner. Why were you expelled from the Communist Party? , 

Mr. Cooxr. Well, as I understand it, and with this party vernacular 
I can’t quite recall the terminology used in the specific charges, but 
there were three charges leveled against me. The outstanding one 
that I can recall is “rank opportunism,” and the second and third I 
can’t recall the exact verbiage or vernacular that was used. 

Mr. Tavenner. I thought possibly you had become “politically 
unreliable.” as we heard yesterday in several instances. 

Mr. Cooke. Possibly, but it was used in more of a party approach on 
party language, and they leveled three charges, and the first, I recall 
definitely, was “rank opportunism.” 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Are there any occasions that you can describe to 
the committee when the Communist Party, either through something 
originating with this Farm Equipment Commission or elsewhere 
within the Communist Party, endeavored to decide in advance of 
union meetings what action the union meeting would take with regard 
to, say, the election of officers. or the taking of a position on any issue 
or matter of policy ¢ 

(Representative James B. Frazier, Jr., left hearing room.) 

Mr. Cooxe. Offhand, there is one incident I can reeall, but it had 
nothing to do with loeals, it had something to do with the international, 
and that was in 1946, in August, at the convention held in Milwaukee. 
Gil Green — 

Mr. Tavenner. Convention of what organization / 

Mr. Cooke. Convention of the Farm Equipment Union-C1O, the 
international union. 

Gil Green was present at that convention, and he occupied a room 
on the same floor as the convention. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who is that / 

Mr. Cooke. Gilbert Green, I guess it is, and all I know is “Gil 
Green.” 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, had you had any conference with Green prior 
to the actual holding of the convention regarding the matter which 
you are about to tell us of ¢ 

Mr. Cooxr. Yes: and I had other ones with him before that, too, 
one other I can recall. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, proceed. 

Mr. Cooker. Where do you want me to proceed / 

Mr. Tavenner. I think you should begin at the first point of contact 
with Green regarding the election of yourself as a delegate to that 
convention. 

Mr. Cooke. Well, it goes back to charges being filed against me in 
the party, along the three points that I brought up, and the question 
of not holding a trial. 
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One day, Gil Green was by the union hall, and this was just prior 
or about a month before the convention, and I said, I told Gil Green, 
I said, “Why don’t you do your dirty work and get it over with? 
If you are going to kick me out, go ahead and kick me out. But what 
are you trying to do, let me go up to the convention with charges 
hanging over my head, party charges?” And I said, “At least clear 
the slate; whatever you are going to do with me, do it.” 

And he said, “Oh, that won’t be hanging over your head at the 
convention, Cookie. I think that you should forget all about that.” 

So I said, “Now, I am warning you, I don’t want to see it take 
place at the convention.” 

So, of course, I got up to the convention, and I got the frost treat- 
ment from all of the delegates, because they knew that back in my 
party cell I had charges over my head, and I wan pending trial in my 
party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wait a minute. You were pending trial in the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Cooxe. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. But vou got a cold shoulder in the convention of 
the Farm Equipment Workers Union ¢ 

Mr. Cooke. That is correct. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Because of the difficulties you had in the Commu- 
nist Party ¢ 

Mr. Cooxe. That is correct. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, this man Green, who was there at the time 
of the convention, was he a member of the Farm Equipment Union ? 

Mr. Cooke. No. Gil Green was whatever you call him, the chairman 
of the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of the Communist Party, but he followed your 
convention on to Milwaukee ? 

Mr. Cooker. That is correct. 

Mr. Taverner. What part did Green play in the Milwaukee con- 
vention of the Farm Equipment Union ? 

(Representative Morgan M. Moulder returned to hearing room, } 

Mr. Cooke. That is what I was getting to. 

Approximately the day before the last day of the convention, I 
think it was the day before the last day of the convention, I am 
not sure, the question came up about the election of Negroes to the 
executive board of the convention. There had been resentment among 
the Negro delegates as to the performance of the previous Negro 
member of the executive board, and there had been questions about 
possibilities of electing a new Negro to the executive board, that is, 
two executive board jobs. It would possibly be open, and it was a 
question of not reelecting this fellow, and electing two more. 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson left hearing room. ) 

Mr. Cooxr. Over this question a discussion took place in a hotel 
room, attended by the Negro delegates at that convention, and also, 


Gil Green. And the question arose there as to certain people’s actions 
during the convention, or something, as to the qualifications of the 
individuals for the job, or something like that. And anyhow, in the 


course of it, I can’t recall the direct conversation, but in the course 
of it Gil Green pointed an accusing finger at me as one who had 


charges filed against me by the party back home in my local cell. 
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And when that finger was pointed at me, I immediately wanted to 
grab Gil Green, because I would probably have thrown him out of the 
hotel, that was the way I felt, after being told that that would not 
follow me to Milwaukee. 

Following that. I was more or less told off in this meeting, when I 
quieted down. And subsequently, Pope Huif was reelected, and a fel- 
low named A.J. Martin from East Moline. 

Mr. Taverner. Just what type of a meeting was this, which was 
attended by Green ¢ 

Mr. Cooxe. Well, I will tell you, it was a meeting of the Negro 
delegates at the convention, and Gil Green sat in on it, and we were 
trying to decide what Negroes would be elected to the executive board 
of the Farm Equipment Workers International. 

Mr. Tavenner. Therefore, the Communist Party had done more 
than just try to control your union on the lower levels; it was en- 
deavoring to assert its influence and control over your national con- 
vention ¢ 

Mr. Cooke. I would say it had asserted it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall any occasion when a slate of dele- 
gates was chosen by the Communist Party at a secret Communist Party 
meeting before the slate was presented to a convention or meeting for 
adoption ¢ 

Mr. Cooker. I would say this: They weren't that naive. They 
utilized a different approach. It was more or less to this extent: Let 
the people go ahead and nominate who they want; and then we will get 
together with a committee of 100 and through this committee of 100 
we will decide on who we will support, as long as we dominate this 
committee of 100. and that is the wav it was done. It was a little 
round-about fashion. ; 

Mr. TAVENNER. Now. you st ited that you saw Green at the party 
hall? 

Mr. Cooker. No. 

Mr. Tavenner. At the union hall, I meant to say at the union hall. 

Mr. Cooke. That is right. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was his business at the union hall? 

Mr. Cooxe. I have no idea. I was in and out of the shop, and I came 
out t| ere one d L\ and he was out there. i ict that Is when ] cornered 
him and laid it out to him, and I don’t know what he was doing there. 

Mr. TAvenner. H ive you seen him more than once at the union hall ? 

Mr. Cooxr. I would say two or three occasions. 

Mr. Taverner. Do you know what his business was there on any of 


; 


those occasions 

Mr. Cooxr. No: I don’t. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did Green, or any other high-level member of the 
Communist Party, ever appear before any union meeting at your 
unio! to your knowledge. or your ¢ xecutl ive board ? 

Mr. Cooxr. I would say, offhand, no. Now. I remember once that 
Arthur Howard addressed the steward body, or something of that 
sort. mn revard to his book: but high level party officials, I would 
say ho. 

Mr. Tavenner. After you returned from the national convention of 
vour union, were you approached by any member of the Communist 
Party with regara to the action taken by the union with regard to the 


delegates ¢ 
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Mr. CookKE. | was approached by Booke) White. who was on the 
trial committee of the party, and I was told by him that they were 
going to hold my trial now. and that I could attend the hearing, and 
more or less indicated that they were willing to forget and let bygones 
be bygo! es, And, of course, I stated in no uneertain terms that I 
wil ted ho part of then trial. They could do as they pl 
that was it 

Then following that, I was notified by Booker White that I had 
been expelled from the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was any effort ever made at a later date to have 
you ome back into the party ‘ 
~ Mr. Cooxre. No. I guess I must have made a pretty bad name fol 


eased, itl dl 


‘iT 


niy a el | 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson returned to hearing room. ) 

Mr. Tavenner. In the testimony this morning. a witness here testi 
hed that he | id bee membet ot local LOT and had b en a member ol 


the Communist Party. ind further test fied that there was a perso! 
who appeared at the Roseland Branch of the Communist Party from 
local 101. and that is ne Was Peterson Do vou know 1 person by 
the name of Peterson who was a member of local LOl ¢ , 

Mr. Cooker. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was his first name? 

Mr. Cooke. I don’t know his first name. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know him when you see him ¢ 

Mr. Cooxr. Definitely. 

Mr, Tavenner. Did you see him here this morning ? 

Mr. Cooxr. Yes 

Mr. Tavenner. Is he here now ¢ 

Mr. Cooke. I don’t see him. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you get up and walk over here and see if you 
can identify him when you see him ¢ ; 

Mr. Cooker. No; I don’t see him. 

Mr. Tavenner. You did see him this morning? 

Mr. Cooker. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Waurer. I have no questions. 

Mi Mi ULDER, I h ive no questions. 

Mr. Vexpr. Did I understand you to say you were acquainted with 
aman named A. J. M 

Mr. Cooxr. I say he 
convention : 


int ( 
» was the other board member elected at the 1946 

Mr. Vetpr. Do you know anything more about him? 

Mr. Cooke. Other than that he was former union representative at 
Caterpillar Works. and subsequently he went into the international 
union as an executive board member: that is about all. 

Mr. Verpe. Was he a member of the Communist Partv ? 

Mr. Ccoxe. That I can’t say. offhand, because I only had associat 
With my direct party l , 


Mr. Veupr. This convention that vou were talking about. was that 
attended by others than Communist Party members ? 

Mr. Cooke. I assume they were, and, in fact, I couldn’t say they wer 
all Cor Triithiist Party rie Hers, al d they were elec ted delegates fr ll 


C2 Ocnui uUniol ma ‘ were erected on a pel apita heure, so! 
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for so many dues-paying members, and they were elected by the local 
union, in the local union election, and I couldn’t definitely say they 
were all party members, and I doubt it. 

Mr. Vevpe. Did you know Leland Baker, also from Caterpillar? 

Mr. Cooxe. Yes; I remember; I recall him; yes. 

Mr. Veiner. That was at the convention; he was present? 

Mr. Cooxe. That is right. 

Mr. Vevpe. Arthur Hendle? 

Mr. Cooxe. No: I don’t recall him. 

Mr. Vetne. Mr. Cook, you said there were charges brought against 
you to put you out of the Communist Party, and they charged you 
with “rank opportunism” ? 

Mr. Cooke. I think that is party vernacular. 

Mr. Vetpe. Do you know what is meant by that term by the Com- 
munists, and how you took it? 

Mr. Cooxe. I have a rough idea. 

Mr. Veipe. Could you explain that to us? 

Mr. Cooxe. I would like to quote Shakespeare when he talked to 
Julius Caesar—if he was ambitious; if so, it was a grievous fault; 
and if so, he had the answer. 

Mr. Vexpr. Do you think there is anything wrong with being an 
opportunist # 

Mr. Cooxr. Definitely no; and I think what would our American 
picture be today if we weren't opportunists. 

Mr. Vewpe. That is all that I have, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Jackson. You took the opportunity to ask questions, and that 
is rank heresy, isn’t it, to the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cooke. That seems to be it. But yet, still in party vernacular, 
they have what they call “democratic centralism,” which, as I under- 
stood it, was supposed to be anything that was put into practice had 
to be dropped down below and bounced back up hke a rubber ball, and 
that was the technicality that I threw this farm equipment commission 
into their faces: that this hadn’t been tested under this democratic 
centralism approach. “Therefore, how can you say that you are a 
true Communist when you are not even practicing it?” And, you see, 
that gave me the reason for posing that question, on the basis of demo- 
cratic centralism, “and here you have done something completely 
under cover that nobody knows about, and where are you going, and 
how do you get this approac ‘h? This isn’t even what you teach.” 

Mr. Jackson. Your testimony has been extremely interesting, in 
that it has borne out the testimony of many other Negro witnesses we 
have had before the committee, and especially your reference to the 
role of the Communist Party when related to minority problems. 

As I understand your testimony, when minority problems conflicted 
with Communist doctrine, that the minority problem quickly went 
overboart lin favor of the party position. 

Mr. Cooxe. That is correct. 

Mr. Jackson. Would you say that that was also true of labor prob- 
lems when they conflicted ¢ 

Mr. Cooke. Definitely. 

Mr. Jackson. When there was a conflict between Communist doc- 
trine and anything else, Communist doctrine was the thing that, in the 
final analysis, was given the attention / 
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Mr. Cooxe. That is right, even to this extent: That at one time, 
sometime in 1945 or 1946, a question came up about this Chicago Star 
newspaper which was supposed to be the start of the Chicago Daily 
Worker, but it was going to be called the Chicago Star. We were 
asked to drop everything, grievances and everything, and try to get 


— > a 


as many subscriptions as we could to the Chicago Star. I mean, as 
you point out, that is where you ignore labor problems in order to 
put forth party policy, or whatever the party wants to do. 

Mr. Jackson. Well, your testimony is very interesting, Mr. Cooke, 
and I want to thank you as an individual member of the committee. 
You will unquestio ably, as have so many witnesses who have been 
before the committee and cooperated with the Congress, be called a 
stool pigeon, and in that connection it might be well to point out that 
nol ody ever stool pigec ned on the Boy Scouts. or on the YWCA, and 
you have to stool pigeon on something of a criminal nature: and I 
just wanted to get that into the record, Mr. Chairman. 

Mr. Cooxe. I probably have been called worse names than that. 

Mr. Jackson. So has every member of the committee, and so we 
have that question. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have one more question. 

Did you become Leg ainted with William L. Patterson ? 

Mr. Cooxr. Yes: at one of the neighborhood branch meetings, that 
is, this Washington Park Club, I got into a pretty hot argument with 
him, and he was sent out to lecture the party people there, and he had 
something in mind bordering on the Negro as a national group, that 
the Negro should be « nsidered as a national group, al dl comparable 
to setting upa forty ninth State for the Necro. And | dl sagreed with 
his reasoning completely, and I So stated, and inh fact, we got nto a 


serious debate there during the meeting, and I had to be cut off because 
] Oppo ed him so strol aly. and he was supposed to he Stl h ah out 
standing fivure that Iw is too little to be opposing him 


Mr. Tavenner. Well, now, if the Communist Party was trying to 
sel] Its members on the theory that the Negro people should be s T 
aside and constitute a forty ninth State. would that be in conflict 
with all that you had stood for with regard to equal rights on the 
part ot the Negro people / 

Mr. Cooke. That is right, and that was part of my background for 
speaking of this lip service to minority questions, “and then you turn 
around and vou want to start segregation, and here we talk about 
integration and you talk about segregation, and how can you talk out 
of both sides of your mo ith at the same time?” 

Mr. Tavenner. Of course, that has been explained to the com 
mittee 1n testimony before, as having been one of the pieces of propa 
ganda used by international communism to stir up distrust on the 
part of Negro people n this country. 

What was your observation about the manner in which the Con 
munist Party endeavored to treat the Negro race ? 

Mr. CooKR. Well, my analysis of it was this: That, first of all. thi 
Communist Party, I mean as far as the labor movement was cor 
cerned, Was not mterested mm putting qual ied Neore im effect ve 
positions in their international unions, and so forth. They wanted 
more or less figureheads. That is to say, people that couldn’t see both 
sides of the question ; people that couldn’t make up their minds, their 
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own minds; and people that could be easily led, was the type of people 
that they sponsored. And I am speaking of my knowledge of Farm 
Equipment, and they were the type of people that they sponsored for 
higher ollices. 

Now, that was an observation of mine that I noticed over a period 
of the 3 or 4 vears I was in the labor game, the people they put on their 
international executive board: and the minute, it appeared to me 
and this is another approach to the party vernacular—the minute a 
person started’ reasoning for himself and started standing up on given 
rights, and so forth, he got a job done on him, and that is union slang. 
But that wasa ] b, he rota job done on him. and there was no question 
about it. 

I will have to say this: That the Communist Party is very eflicient 
in doing a job on an individual who is trying to run for office, and 
1 quote hat fi mi experience, 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you at any time learn of your own knowledge 
that Willi I.. Patterson was a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Cooke. I would say it was my understanding. 

NI | ENNER. Now. | don't want you to state j ist what you 


t 


suspect. 
Mr. Cooker. If you a k me a question like that, no; I did not see his 
party card, a people t] at | tell you would belong to the she p 
, ‘ir card. I assumed they were party members 
party meelings, and these party meetings 


tinnit. | clidh if see tiv 
hee LLIst they ntte ded t] 


vere supposed to be exclusively for party members, And I say Bill 


autterson Was one, too, because he talked ut oul neighbo hood meeting, 
and it was strictly for party people, and that is the reason I go on. 
bb it far =e ‘¥ part) cards, ho. | i Int see anybody s. 
Mir. Tavenner. Did you ever have an occasion to visit the Commu 
nist Party headquarters in Chicago? 
Nii COOK! Yes: once, 
Mir. 7 NN \\ was the purpose of your visit é 
Ir. Cooke. Well, I had had a few run-ins with what was known as 
{ list t pre ient of the Farm eat Ipment hnternatio ul. named 
(} rl Lia . { | tah hack quit 1 Tew rubh-iIns as to how he was 
wind t e | Vv. that » UNION | )] cy, mn the Inke district office. 
Lhe ] i wi t! e ruh-ihs, 1 got wk to th party that Lawson 
d I weren't cing off together, and so we were both called down 
to ( miu Party headquarters somewhere on the lake, and I guess 
Wells Street. And at that meeting. 1 went im, and there 
ent Gil G . Vickte Kramer, ind I can’t think of the others. 
’ three or four other people present. And when we went in, 
- p>! ‘ neal perturbed nder the collar, because | Was eX 
pok and I started blasting: and somebody held their 
p. “GQ t. A note was passed around that the room was wired, 
‘Don't iv i vil ne. 1 it we would meet across the street. 
‘e equ l e leit there and went over to the Steak House across 
i booth, and t e «lise ission took place as t >the d | 
ferences b en I and Charley Lawson and why we were at odds, 
| NN : Was Lawson a member of the Communist Party / 
M ( Kl Ye ican draw your OW Corl lusions. We were called 


‘ ; the t\ uiquarters, and IT didn't see his Da Vv ecard 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did the group have a name, that you were directed 
to report to in Communist headquarters ¢ 

(Representative Donald L. Jackson left hearing room.) 

Mr. Cooxer. I think it was the central committee, and I wouldn’t say 
it had a direct name or anything like that. It is my opinion that it 
was members of the central committee that I reported to. I never knew 
the actual composition of the central committee, or anything like that. 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Woop. Is there any reason why the witness should not be excused 
from further att&ndance ? 

Mr. Tavenner. No, sir. 

Mir. \\ oop. I join the other members of the committee In eXpressing 
my personal appreciation and that of the committee for the informa 
tion vou have given the committee and this testimony, and with our 
sincere thanks you may be excused. 

Mr. Cooker. Thank you. 

Mr. Woop. We will take about a 10-minute recess. 

(A short recess was taken.) 

Mr. Woop. Let us have order. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. I would like to recall Mr. Cook a moment. 

With the chairman’s permission, I would like for the record to 
show instead of excusing Mr. Cook as a witness, that he be continued 
under subpena until such time as he may be released by the chairman. 

Mr. Woop. Very well, it is so ordered. 

Whom do you eall ne XT, Mr. Counsel ¢ 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Mr. Donald O. Spencer, will you come forward, 
ylense ¢ 

Mr. Woop. Will you raise your right hand. Do you solemnly swear 
the evidence vou shal! vive this subcommittee shall he the trut] . the 
whole truth, and nothing but the truth, so help you God? 

Mr. Svencer. I do. 

Mr. Woop. Have a seat Are you represented by counsel 

Mr. Spencer. No. 

Mr. Woop. If vou determine during the progress of the hearing 
that you need a counsel, ple ise set 1t be known. 

Mr. Spencer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. You ar Donald O. Spencer ? 

Mr. Spencrr. Yes, si 


TESTIMONY OF DONALD 0. SPENCER 


Mr. Tavenner. When and where were you born, Mr. Spence? ? 

Mr. Spencer. Stanwood, Iowa, February 6, 1903. 

Mr. TAVENNER. What has been youn educational training 4 

Mr. Srencer. | graduated from high school in 1920, and that is 
about all of the school ne Thad. 

Mr. TAV} NNER What nas been your record of Cl iployment in the 


say. since 1955 ¢ 


/ 


pst, 
Mr. Spencer. I started at John Deere Plow Works in 1928 
Mr. Tavenner. And vou are still employed there / 
Mr. Spencer. Yes, sir. 
Mr. Tavenner. During that period of time. have vou been aff 
ated with the Farm Equipment Workers / 
Mir. Srencer. I was until I was expelled from the union. 


} 


24044 —52—pt. 1 
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Mr. Tavenner. When were you expelled ? 

Mr. Seencer. I was expelled in April, sometime during April of 
1949. I was a member from February 3, 1945, until that time, that is 
when we organized the plant, under FE-CI1O. 

Mr. Vetpor. What was that date again? 

Mr. Spencer. February 3, 1943, that is when we received, you know, 
our bargaining rights, under the FE-C1O. 

Mr. Tavenner. Now, is that the time of your expulsion from the 
union, was it in 1949 that you were expelled from the union 4 

Mr. Spencer. In 1949 I was expelled from the uniofi, in April. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that about the time that the FE and the UE left 
the CIO or were expelled from the CIO? 

Mr. Srencer. No; that is the spring before that happened, they 
were expelled that November of the same vear. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the reason for your expulsion ? 

Mr. Spencer. I worked with the UAW because I felt as a good 
many others did that the FE was going to get expelled from the CIO, 
and [ wanted to remain within the CIO, and I also wanted to see my 
plant going up with other plants of the Deere chain with the UAW, 
because they represent most of the Deere workers, and I thought we 
would have a solider and better union. 

Mr. Tavenner. During the period that you were a member of the 
Farm Equipment Workers, did you become a member of the Commu- 
nist Party? 

Mr. Spencer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. When did you become a member ? 

Mr. Srencer. In 1943, in October. 

Mr. Tavenner. How long did you remain a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Srencer. Well, my dues were paid until the Ist of January 
146, 

Mr. Taverner. Whorecruited you into the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Spencer. Walter Rumsey encouraged me into the party, with 
the endorsement and full knowledge of John Watkins. 

Mr. Tavenner. Is that John Watkins? 

Mr. SPENCER Yes, Sir, He was dist et vice presic nt of the FE 
at the time. 

Mr. Taverner. What position did Mr. Rumsey hold in the FE at 
that time? 

Mr. Spencer. He was chairman of my local, 150, FE-C1O. 

Mr. Tavenner. When you were recruited into the party, were you 
assigned to a group or cell of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Srencer. No: not at that time. There was just one group in 
the district at that time to my knowledge, and that was the Quad 
City group of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you hoid any position within your Communist 
Party group? 

Mr. Spencer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was that? 

Mr. Spencer. I was chairman of the industrial group, but not the 
first year, that was later, when they organized into industrial groups. 

Mr. Tavenner. What were your duties as chairman of the indus 


trial eroup 4 
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Mr. Spencer. To encourage membership within the shops, and to 
organize them along, So they would cooperate one group with the 
other. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were groups organized in various shops ¢ 

Mr. Spencer. There was an attempt made to organize them, but 
not too successfully. 

Mr. Tavenner. Explain to us just what the Communist Party 
set-up was within FE, as far as you are able to describe it. 

Mr. Srencer. Well, the group there was an industrial group that we 
tried to organize, we had a Tew members in some of the shops and 
we tried to expal don that. The industrial group Was to represent 
the shop workers, the industrial workers within the various shops 
in the () id Citie 

Mr. ‘Taverner. How many groups or branches of the Communist 
Party were formed to your know ledge Ww ithin that area / 

Mr. Spencer. Well, within the industrial group, they just remained 
one large group because there were a few in one shop and a few in 
another, and others 

Mr. Tavenner. But all members of one branch or group of the 
Party / 

Mr. Spencer. Yes; industrial group. 

Mr. Taverner. Did that group have a name? 

Mr. Srencer. Nothing other than the industrial group of the Com- 
munist Party, Quad City area. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were the members confined to any particular local ? 

Mr. Spencer. Well, the majority of them were within my own local. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was vour local ? 

Mr. Spencer. Local 150, FE-CI1O, at the time. 

Mr. Tavenner. In the performance of your duties as chairman of 
the Industrial Group, did you do any recruiting or attempt to do any 
recruiting of members ? 

Mr. Spencer. Well, no, I didn’t: I tried to hold what we had and 
cet together with them and have discussions, because I was pretty 
busv myself because I was a union officer at the time, you see. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you recruit any new members yourself ? 

Mr. Spencer. Yes: I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who were they? 

Mr. Sp NCER. Hazel Jones was one, and Bill Gardner: they both 
worked within the shop. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Harriet Leuth? 

Mr. Spencer. She was a member of our executive board. That is 
L e-u-t h. She was re cording secretary of local 150. 

Mr. TAvenner. What positions in the union were held by members 
of your branch of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Spencer. Well, I was vice chairman of the local, and chairman 
of t] »orievan ‘ committee. and Walter Ry msev was chairman of the 
local, and Gus Gustofson was secretary-treasurer of the local. and 
Ha re! Jones was the stew ird in the loeal. the steward of the tract: r 
at vers, ane I believe those re the only executive ] ositions Ww it} in thy 
local that were held by members of the Communist Partv. 

Mr. Taverner. Did that virtually assure Communist control of t 


vities of Tl mnio 
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Mr. Srencer. A good share of it. I wouldn't say absolute control, 
but quite a bit of it. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with a person by the name of 
Ray ‘Teeple ¢ 

Mr. Spencer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. What position did he hold in the ¢ ommunist Party, 
if any? 

Mr. Spencer. He wes sec retary at the time I joined, and he is the 
one that signed me up at his house, in Bettendorf, Lowa. 

Mr. | VENNER, H Ww Was he employed at that time ¢ 

Mr. Srencer. He was working at the tank arsenal in Bettendorf, 
and he was chairman of the local tank-arsenal unit in Bettendorf. 

Mr. Tavenner. You said “chairman.” I believe. 

Mr. Srencer. Maybe I should have said “president” of the local. 

Mr. | VENNER, We » you acquainted with Joe Stern / 

Mr. Srencer. Yes: | was. 

Mi LAVENNER What posit on did he hold in the union, rf any. 

Mr. Spencer. He did not hold any officer's job: he was an active 


member for a short while of the Farmall local, previous to their strike 
In 146. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you serve on any committee with Ray Teeple 
and Joe Stern / 


Mr. Srencer. Ray Leepl and Joe Stern and myself were the I 


th HK you would lit | 1 top committee of the () ad ¢ itv area, 
Mir. TAveENNeER. Committee of what: what organization ¢ 
Mr. Srencer. The Communist Party. 
Mir. Tavenner. Therefore Joe Stern was a fellow Communist 


Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Olaf Leddel / 

Mr. Spencer. Yes, sir: Ll was. And he was a member of the party. 
Mr. Tavenner. How was he employed, do you know ¢ , 
Mir. Spencer. He was a watchmaker and a watch repairer. 








Ir. Tavenner. He was not affiliated with your union 4 | 

Mir. Spencer. No: he had ishop in | sow ‘home. wher he repaired 

Mr. Taverner. Were you acquamted with Theo Kruse / 

Mr. Spencer. } I have known her. and I knew her at that time 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she affiliated with the Communist Partv ? 

\lr. Spencer. She was in one of the city branches, the Ro« k Island 

nd Mol ecityv gre ip, they called it. 

Mr. Taverner. Now, you have mentioned, I believe, that you were 
recruited into the party by Ray Teeple ¢ 

Mr. Srencer. 1 was signed up in Ray Teeple’s home, and I was 
recruited by Walter Rumsey, who was president of our local at the 
tine 

Mr. Taverner. In what connection did you mention John Wilson ? 

Mr. Srencer. I haven't mentioned John Wilson yet 

Mi Tavenner. I thought in your testimony at the time you were 
recruited you mentioned a person by the name of Wilson. 

Mr. Seexcer. John Watkins; he approved my recruitment before 
I wa lmitted 
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Mr. Tavenner. Did vou ever attend meetings in the home of Jolin 
Watkins; Communist Party meetings ? 

Mr. Spencer. No. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. Were you acquainted with ¢ atherine Hall. the wife 
of John Watkins? 


Mr. Spencer. Yes: she wasn’t the wife of John Watkins at that 
time. though. She was working in the office, the district office of 


FE-C1O, in Rock Island, at the time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Wasshe a member of the Communist Party / 

Mr. SPENCER Well. she attended the meetings, ind I hever saw her 
card, but she would ive had to have bee! or she couldn't attend 
the meetings. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with John Wilson, and I me 
tioned the name a few mome! ts ago. 

Mr. Spencer. Ye 

Mr. Tavi NNER How was he emploved : do vou kk OV 

Mr. Spencer. The Red Jacket Pump Co. in Davenport at that time 
in 1944, 

Mr. Taverner. Was he a member of your union ? 

Mr. Seencer. No: I think the A. F. of L. represented them, and I 
am not sure, but I believe they represe! ted the Red Jacket Pump (‘o. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Was he known to you as a member of the Communist 
Party / 

Mr. Spencer. Yes 

Mr. TAvVENNER. Was he a member of your part eular branch or cel] 

Mr. Spencer. No: he was a member of the Davenport branch, the 


/ 


Iowa side of the rive) 
Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted wit 
Mr. Spencer. Yes, I wa 
Mr. TAveENNeER. What position did she hold ? 

Mr. Spencer. She was the secretary-treasurer, I believe, because 

che collected dues for while, in 1944. 

Mir. TAavenner. Dues in what organization / 
Mr. Srencer. The Communist Party 


1 his wife, Mabel Wilson / 


Mr. TAvenner. I hat area did she cover in the collection of 
qadues ¢ 

Mr. Spencer. At ae. the whole Quad City area, | LUIS¢ 
was the only orga O1 within the Quad City area at that time 


It was the Qi id (4 i\ branch or the Quad ¢ 1 group ot T Hie [ov 
branch. You see. the t ties were taken 1 nder the Iowa group. 


Mr. TAVENNER Were you acquainted with Murray Levine / 
Mr. Spencer. Yes, 1 was 


Mr. Tavenner. H was he employed ? 

Vir. SPENCER. | ! ot sure, but ] helieve he was employed at the 
Birtman Electrix 

Mr. Tavenner. Was known to vou as a member of the Commu- 


nist Party? 


Mr. Spencer. Yes 


Mr. Tavenner. What is the basis of vour statement that he was a 
member / 

Mr SPENCER Because he attended all of the meetings I d he 

ouldn’t have bee illowed to attend unless he was a paid lip mel 
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Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with his wife, Sarah? 

Mr. Spencer. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she a member of the party? 

Mr. Spencer. She attended meetings, too, as a paid-up member. 

Mr. Tavenner. Are you acquainted with Rex Wheelock ? 

Mr. Sprencer. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. How was he employed ? 

Mr. Spencer. He was the district representative of the UE in the 
Quad City district, representing the Minneapolis Moline Power Im- 
plement Co., an electrical concern there in Moline. and Eagle Signal 
C'o 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he a member of the Communist Party ? 

Mr. Spencer. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Dorothy Hillyer? 

Mr. Spencer. Yes, I was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was she a member of the Communist Party? 

Mr. Spencer. She was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did vou become acquainted with Arthur Handele? 

Mr. Spencer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Srencer. What was his position, if you know? 

Mr. Spencer. He was the secretary of the Illinois district, was 
the understanding I had. He took care of the dues. 

Mr. Tavenner. The district of what? 

Mr. Spencer. Of the Communist Party. 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. Were you acquainted with Jerry McHale? 

Mr. Spencer. Yes. I was. 

Mr. Taverner. How was he employed ? 

Mr. Spencer. He was employed as a representative of the FE dis 
trict area in Rockyland. union representative and organizer, FE-C1O. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Srencer. | have never seen his membership card, but he spoke 
on party lines and attended party meetings. 

Mr. Taverner. John Milkovitch. What is the correct spelling of 
the name? 

Mr. Srencer. I think it is Milkovich. I think it is M-i-], I am not 
sure, k-o-v-i-t-c-h, I believe. 

Mr. Tavenner. How was he employed? 

Mr. Spencer. I believe he worked for the East Moline Harvester, 
the Harvester group of the IHC, with a factory in East Moline. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was he known to you to be a member of the Com- 
munist Party? 

Mr. Spencer. Yes, he was. 

Mr. Tavenner. Donald Tiegland. 

Mr. Spencer. Yes; he has attended meetings of the Communist 
Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you identify him further as to his occupation, 
or any position that he held ? 

Mr. Spencer. He worked in the East Moline works of Harvester 
and I believe he St il] works there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did he at any time during his party membership 


hold any politi al position ¢ 
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Mr. Srencer. He was State representative and I don’t know just 
what term it was, it was during the war there, and he was elected to 
one term in the house of representatives at Springfield. 

Mr. Tavenner. Harold Fisher. 

Mr. Srencer. I knew him, yes. 

Mr. Tavi NNER, Was he a member of the Communist Party to your 
knowledge ? 

Mr. Spencer. He was: he attended the meetings and I have neve 
seen his card, or anything of that kind, but he attended closed meet 
ings of the Communist Party. 

Mr. Tavenner. A Gus Gustafson. 

Mr. Spencer. Yes: he was a member, and he was a member of our 
local, and he was the secretary-treasurer of local 150. 

Mr. Tavenner. Of what union? 

Mr. Srencer. FE-CIO. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend any meetings of the Communist 
Party outside of your own shop ¢ 

Mr. Spencer. Yes: I attended other meetings. and I have attended 
meetings in Des Moines, and I was there as a delegate to the cor 
vention. 

Mr. Tavenner. What year was that ? 

Mr. Seencer. That was the spring of 1945. I believe. either 1944 o1 
the spring of 1945. 

Mr. Tavenner. Where was that convention held / 

Mr. Spencer. In Des Moines, Iowa. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether that was the convention at 
which action was taken regarding the reactivation of the Communist 
Party from the political association to the Communist Party proper / 

Mr. Srencer. No, I don’t believe it was: I think that was too early, 
because as I understand it they returned to the Communist Party 
about midyear of 1945. I think this was prior to that reshuffling of 
the party. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall anything of particular importance 
that happened at that convention ? 

Mr. Srencer. No; just the regular business of the election of people 
for their respective terms and I don’t think there were any outstand 
ing events there. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend a meeting at the Sherman Hotel / 

Mr. Spl NCER. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. In Chicago? 

Mr. Spencer. Yes, I did. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the nature of the meeting / 

Mr. Srencer. Well, it was a meeting to sort of iron out the diffi 
culties between various labor unions and it was a sort of a let your- 
hair-down and criticize the methods and sort of picking out the best 
arrangements in conducting strikes and bargaining. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the date of that meeting? 

Mr. Spencer. That was during—sometime during the winter of 
1944, or the spring of 1945, and I am not certain as to the date of 
the meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you know the purpose of the meeting befor 
vou went there? 
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Mr. Srencer. No: I didn’t even know about the meeting until about 
5 minutes before the meeting took place. You see, we were in before 
the War Labor Board, Walter Rumsey and myself, on contract Issues, 
until about noon, and we had to meet with the War Labor Board 
at 10 o'clock that morning, and when we returned to the international 
office on Randolph Street we were told of the meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. And you say the purpose of this meeting was to 
straighten out certain ditheulties bet ween the unions / 

Mr. Spencer. Yes: there were some mistakes that, as I gathered, 
had been made and it was a sort of a criticism, constructive criticism, 
effort on the part of the various people there, you know, to try to iron 
e hard feelings that had been venerated from the mis 


} 


out some of ti 


takes made. 

Mr. ‘TAVENNER Was it also the purpose of the meeting to adopt 
policies for the future conduct of the unions with respect to the things 
that had ¢ used the trouble / 

Mr. Srencer. Yes; there was a discussion pro and con as to certain 
actions that had taken place by people present there, and | believe 
there was a little feud going on between a couple of those present 
and there was a certain amount of debate on each side pro and con 
ind then there was an attempt to pacify and bring both in line. 

Mr. Tavenner. I am not going to ask you the nature of any difh- 
culties that might have cropped up between unions, or within the 
NOS, I am not interested in. the labor problems, is such, as far 
as this hear ne is concerned, but I do want to know to what extent, if 
iny, the Communist Party wits brought into the settling of any of 
those disputes. 

Mr. Srencer. Well, John Schmies was chairing the meeting. 

Mr. Tavenner. Who was that? 

Mr. Srencer. John Schmies. I don’t know that he held any job 
n the union, he didi ‘t to ry knowledge. at least. 

Mr. Tavenner. He was not a union member but he was chairman 
of this meeting / 

Mr. Srencer. He chaired the meeting; yes, sir. And Robert Travis 
was there. 

Mr. LAVENNER. Just a moment, do you ki ow whether or not that 
individual was a full-time employed (Communist Party functionary ¢ 

Mr. Spencer. I don’t know as to that, I have never seen his mem 
bership or credentials, and Robert Travis was there, and he was not a 
union member to my knowledge, at least. 

Mr. Tavenner. Do you know whether he was a member of the 
Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Srencer. I do not know positively, and I never saw his mem- 
be rship card, but I feel certain he would not have been at that meet- 
ing if he had not been, because they were very careful who attended. 

Mr. Mounper. How did they identify themselves? You say they 
were very careful, and how did they check on them ? 

Mr. Srencer. You didn’t get in unless somebody that knew you 
very well, al d recommended you to the group. 

Mr. Mou.per. You mean at the door? 

Mr. Spencer. Yes. 

Mr. Mounper. Did they have a doorman / 
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Mr. Spencer. Yes, there was a man at the door, and also they were 
told that they could attend, and I was told about 5 minutes before the 
meeting. 

Mr. Movuuper. Did you have to identify yourself with a Communist 
card of some method in order to be admitted ¢ 

Mr. Srencer. No; they just said he is a good fellow, we can let 
him in on this meet go 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you name other persons who were present and 
took part 1 that meeting / 

Mr. Spencer. Grant Oakes was present and Jerry Fielde, and Jol 
Watkins. 

Mr. Tavenner. You saw Jerry Fielde here in this hearing room 
this afternoon ¢ 

Mr. Srencer. I did 

Mr. Tavenner. And he was one of the three who refused to answe1 
as to whether or not he was a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Spencer. That is the same person. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, sir. 

Mr. Veupr. The same is true of Grant Oakes? You saw him? 

Mr. Srencer. Yes: I saw him. And Walter Rumsey and Morrie 
Childs. 

Mr. Vewpe. Is that Morris Childs? 

Mr. Spencer. It might be; they call him Morrie. They called 
him Morrie at the meet ng. 

Mr. Vi LDE. it isa matte! of public knowledge, Mr. Chairm in. that 
Morris Childs was organizational director for the Communist Party 
of the State of I|] hols Did he belo ”to al y union that was repre- 
sented at that meeting ¢ 

Mr. Srpencer. | don’t know as he did. and I didn’t know him as a 
union member, I will put it that way. 

Mr. Tavenner. All right, will you proceed? Do you recall whether 
Arthur Hendle was present ‘ 

Mr. Srencer. | am almost sure he was there, and I would not say 
pos | vely but I am almost sure he was there. and that has been some 
time ago, and 1t is pret@y hara 

Mr. TAVENNER. Let me see if you can recall the names of ai y others. 

Mr. Spencer. Well, 1 was told that a man by the name of Sorense! 
was there, and Ernie DeMaio. 

Mr. Tavenner. Ernest DeMaio? 

Mr. SPENCER. ‘J hey wer identified as such to m« . aha | doi t know 
them, I don’t know the men personally. 

Mr. TAVENNER. Do you recall whether John Watkins was there? 

Mr. Srpencer. Yes: 1 named him as being there. 

Mr. Tavenner. You did name him? 

Mr. Srencer. Yes. 

Mr. Tavenner. Those are all that you can recall ¢ 

Mr. Spencer. Right at the present time, that is all that I can recall 
Mr. Tavenner. Did all of the persons present participate in the 


to remembe1 all ot those things. 


discussion ¢ 


Mi) SPENCER. No: 1. good s] are ol them were thel a observers a d 
o learn, and I wa old that possibly I might learn by attending that 


meeting, and they ere permitting me to be thers for that }) pose 
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Mr. Tavenner. Do you recall whether John Schmies, who was the 
chairman of the meeting, took part in the discussion ¢ 

Mr. Spencer. No; he summed up the arguments after the debating 
had gone to a certain length, and then he pointed out the good parts 
of each man’s argument and pointed out the flaws in each man’s argu- 
ment, and recommended a policy to be held to in the future. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was that policy adopted by the group / 

Mr. Srencer. Yes, I believe everybody concurred in it, and left 
there with a feeling that that was the thing. 

Mr. Tavenner. Then actually it was the Communist Party fune- 
tionary, the chairman, who analyzed the situation and picked out what 
he thought was the cood ¢ 

Mr. Svencer. Yes, he had the final word on it. 

Mr. Tavenner. And that was adopted ¢ 

Mir. Spencer. Yes, there was no arguments or rebuttals to his final 
statement before the meeting broke up. 

Mr. Tavenner. Can you recall the specific result of the meeting? 

Mr. Seencer. Well, it was rather remote for me, it was a mistake, 
and Ernie DeMaio had received some criticism and he had been a little 
bit rash, I believe in some of his strike actions or something, and one 
of the other men present there had criticized him for it and they had 
gotten into an argument.,and to preserve unity I guess that was the 
purpose of the meeting, they thought they should cet together and 
cliscuss it and try to iron it out. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, Ernest DeMaio was an organizer within 
the UF. 

Mr. Srencer. I believe he was at that time. 

Mr. Tavenner. Were the unions represented, all unions within the 
UE, or were they unions that were also in the FE? 

Mr. Tavenner. There were various individuals from different 
unions, and I don’t know where Sorensen came from and there were a 


few there from FE, the ones that I] mentioned. 

Mr. Tavenner. Was Herbert March in attendance / 

Mr. Spence. Yes, and I don’t believe I mentioned him, and I was 
told he was present. 

Mr. r \VEN NER, He represented the Packing House Workers. did he 
not / 

Mir. SPENCER, \ t s, | © was, | was told. he Was ident fied to me is bene 
present and I don't know the man. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did you attend any other meetings at the Sherman 
Hotel ? 

Mir. Spencer. Yes, I was called into Chicago to attend a meeting at 
the Sherman Hotel in 1944, in the fall, and Walter Rumsey was called 
too, but he didn't make the tr Dp, and I was told to be at the Sherman 
Hote I. 

Mr. Veupr. You say you were told to come to the Sherman Hotel. 
Who issued the call and who told vou to vo there. and how did it come 
to vour knowledge / 

Mr. Srencer. Well, Walter Rumsey asked me to make the trip and 
it turned out that he couldn't make it, and we were both to go, and I 
dot | rt lly k1 ow who issued the eall. 

Mr. Verne. You do not know how Walter Rumsey got his notifica- 


rion of it? 
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Mr. Srencer. Not for positive, no. 

Mr. Vi LDF. I am talking about the second meeting now, and was the 
same thing true of the first meeting? The first meeting that vou had 
at Sherman Hotel here, do you recall how you were notified of that 
meeting ¢ 
Mr. Srencer. Yes, Walter Rumsey told me that we were si pposed 
go to that meeting, about 5 minutes before it took place. 

Mr. Verne. Do you know how he found out that you were supposed 
to go to it? 

Mr. Spencer. Not absolutely, I had 
can't positively say because I know who Walter Rumsey was workin v 


for at that time, and he was working out of the district office of the FE 


to 


my own opmmion on that, but I 


i/ 


Mr. Verne. What is your opinion of how he was notified 

Mr. Spencer. I think John Watkins approved of us being there o1 
we wouldn't have been there. 

Mr. Tavenner. I think I should state that Mr. Rumsey. Mr. Wal 


tel Rumsey, has hee) hefore the committee ih executive session. al d 
has fully cooperated with the committee, but he could not be here 


today because of a serious operation which he has undergone. He has 
fully cooperated with the committee. 

Who were present at this meeting / 

Mr. Spencer. Well, this was a very small meeting, and I was ealled 
in there and told to report to Sherman Hotel, and when I vot there 
at the desk I was told to go up to a room on the eight! floor. I went 
up there, and there were o1 ly three people present at that meet ne 
and it was Kate Hall, John Watkins, and Jerry Field 


Mr. Tavenner. What was the purpose of the meeting / 

Mr. Srencer. Well, it seemed that there was some criticism of t 
disruptive actions, so-called disruptive actions of Joe Stern at t 
time and I was given to un lerstand I was called to testilfv aga 
him and I don't really know myself what the real purpose of the 
meeting was, except for the words I have just mentio ed, but I asked 
if Joe Stern were present und he wasn't, and so I refused to test aA 
and T said if he were there, then I would diseuss the man | not w 
him absent 

Mr. Tavenner. What kind of meeting was this? W ' thre 
purpose of youl te City na 

Mr. Spencer. It seems that he was causing some embarrassment to 
the farm equipment worke of the district, and that the way | 
understood it and that t re must be something done to a 1 mo | 
out of that territory. It seems that he was too militant and as 2 


~> 


Communist within the farm equipment local at tl 
he membership, that they might 


ecause if Was stirring up some antagon tik 


was fear of repercussions among t 
possibly lose the local 
among the local men bers at that time. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. In other words, if the local members had ky 
of the true Communist membership of Joe Ster ---- 
Mr. Spencer. ‘I ley a d know about it, that was the troul vO 
cee 

Mr. Tavenner. They learned about it? 

Mr. Spencer. He was vi ry m ich in the open. and very militant 
about It. and he urged them to | uy the Daily Work rr. al ad the Sundav 


Worker, and urged membership within the Communist Part) 
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Mr. Tavenner. Then the purpose of this meeting was to get Com- 
munist action ¢ 

Mr. Srencer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavi NNER. To remove Joe Stern ( 

Mr. Srencer. To get him transferred to another district so there 
would be no further embarrassment caused. 

Mr. Tavenner. His ide ntity had become disclosed to the pub lic, and 
it was no longer possib le for the Communist Party to accon iplish its 
objectives. 

Mr. Srencer. That is right, I gather that a great number of the 
members of local 108, Farmall works, possibly put the pressure on the 
district office to get him out of the territory and they felt that some 
step must be taken to alleviate the situation. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, do you consider from your experie nee in the 
party, that if the rank and file membership of the union were fully 
informed about the Communist Party membership of their le: ders, 
and officers, that they would remove those people from office or al 
least not return them to office if they knew the facts ‘ 

Mr. Srencer. Well, I don’t know, beheve if they knew what the 
Communist P arty stood for the \ woul a. | served as an office ‘rin oul 
local for better than 2 years with my identity known, and I made no 
bones about it, and I admitted 1 was a Communist at the time, and I 
was respected for it because the membership will check up on you and 
see if you are workin “to their interest or the other fellow’s. 1 be- 
lieve as they became better informed, though, I don’t believe a person 
would sail under those colors very long. He might ret through one 
term but he would never get to the second one, if the membership was 
fully aware of the facts. 

Mr. Tavenner. Why did you withdraw from the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Srencer. You see, when I went into the Communist Party, it 
was In 1943, thev were still the Communist Party then, but before I 
had time to get acquainted with them thev went over into the Com 
munist Political Association, and I was told at that time that I could 
become a more efficient union officer and they had something to help 


union officers, the guiding influence that would help with your bargain- 
ing on your contracts, and I was chairman of the bargaining commit 

tee and vice chairman of the local, and as we had a new local and 
i: union Was new to me and as a new union officer I didn’t want to miss 
any bets on help ne to make our local strong and preserve it that way. 


1 really felt that possibly I might be able to serve the membership 
best by getting all of the information I could. But as time went 
on, I didn’t think I got wise to what was going on until after they 
dropped the Communist Political Association, and when the war ended 
then there was no more of this “cooperate for full production,” and that 
tuff, and it went back to the party line. To bring it more at home, 
though, our local had taken a strike vote and we had an issue there 
of a nickel an hour that the company refused to honor the decision 
of the War Labor Board on, and they awarded us a nickel an hour 
back pay, and the company imnored that for a period of about 15 
months. So we took a strike vote under the Smith Connally Act in 
June of that vear. and that was 1945 and that is about the time they 
wung out of the Communist Political Association back inte the Com 
miu t Party. vou see. And they carried better than 90 percent of 
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them at the time, and our time expired under the 60-day provision and 
we couldn’t get any satisfaction out of the company at all, and they just 
sat back and they wouldn’t talk a nickel at all, and it wasn’t even 
considered. So we held a meeting that night, and we decided that we 
would strike the next morning, and our 60 days were up today, but 
tomorrow morning we strike, and we hae) into the plant and we get our 
work clothes and take them home and launder them and the strike is 
officially on. 

Well, the membership had just finished voting unanimously for the 
timing of the strike, and Kate Hall burst into our union hall and told 
us that we couldn't do that. We had already taken action, the meni- 
bership had acted unanimously for settling the time of the strike after 
we had waited out our legal period. We went on the street next day, 
und we were called on the carpet, Walter Rumsey and myself, night 
after nicht. until 2 or 3 o'clock in the morning, and told that we had 
to take our membership back into the plant, and that International 
Harvester would set a pattern and they were going to strike in January. 
And we could ride on their coattails. We argued that we had one issue 
there, that was that 5 cents an hour and the membe rship wanted it 
bad enough to strike for it and we were going to stay out until we got it. 

Well. that kept up, W ith lost sleep and trying to direct a strike for 
about, I would Saya month. and we went on strike in September, maybe 

little ionger than a month, and we oryes. got disgusted and we told 
them that as long as the party was not going to ape along with the 
people, wor king people, they were need to be the working people’ s 
friend, and they led us to believe it and if they were going to work 
against the efforts of the peop le we re prese nted, that our responsibility 
to our membe rship in our minds and the peop a we worked with over 

1 period of years, was much greater than our obligations to the Com 
munist Party, and t! ey could do as tl hey p yleased about other situation 3, 
and \ e Woluil ld han dle this one, 

That was along in the latter part of October, or the first part of 
November, I believe, some time in there, and that was our split with 
the Communist Party, — Rumsey and myself, My dues were 
paid until the first of the year, 1946, but that was the finish, as far as 
lL was concerned, with the Communist Party. 

| coul In’t see t] at. selling out people, and I had already worked in 
that plant better than 15 years then, and it pw vo with me, because 
they had always said that the Communist Party was the champion 
of the working people. How can you be i chee on of some peop le 
that have voted unanimously they want something that the Govern- 
ment has awarded them and have somebody come along and say, ob ou 
vet back like a bunch of rats into your respective machines, and we 
will take care of the thing for you? 

We had already made our decision, and we won our strike. 100, and 
we were on the street mtil December 10, but we got the hi kel, and a 
1ew other things. 

Mr. Tavenner. In other words, it was the effort of the Communist 
Party to attempt to use your union for its own purposes / 

Mr. Srencer. Yes, to demonstrate their power. It wasn’t just mem- 
bers of the Farm Equipment Workers’ Union that contacted us and 
upbraided us We were on the carpet in the regional office, and we 
were on the carpet Davenport and in Moline, and they even cor- 
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nered us in taverns and read the riot act to us until we got desperate— 
you can’t conduct a strike and be up until 2 or 3 o’e ‘lock in the morn- 
ing—and we told them where they could go to, and made it stick. 

Mr. Tavenner. Well, did you have a meeting at one time in a hotel 

Davenport ¢ 

Mr. Seencer. That was a meeting between the Farm Equipment 
Workers’ and Farmers’ Union. 

Mr. Tavenner. Did the Communist Party endeavor to exercise any 
control or influence over that meeting ¢ 

Mr. Spencer. Yes: Gil Green was there, and he was the chairman of 
the Illinois branch. 

Mr. Tavenner. Branch of the Communist Party! 

Mr. Srencer. Yes: and Warren Batterson, whose offices were in 
Omaha, and he was head of the Iowa branch of the Communist Party, 
and he was present. 

Mr. Tavenner. What was the way in which the Communist Party 
endeavored to influence your meeting / 

Mr. Srencer. Well, there were talks, and I understand there were 
officers of the Farmers’ Union of Iowa. and I believe there were some 
members from Illinois, and there were talks there on cooperation 
between the industrial unions and the farmers’ unions for the better- 
ment of both groups. 

Mr. Taverner. Do you rec: all the names of any of the persons pres- 
ent at that meeting who were not members of the organizations in- 
volved but who were members of the Communist Party, besides Gil 
Green ? 

Mr. Seencer. Well, there was Joe Stern, Gil Green, and Warren 
Batterson, who were not members of either organization at that time. 
] be leve. 

Mr. Tavenner. Warren Batterson—do you know whether or not he 
was a member of the Communist Party ¢ 

Mr. Srexcer. His name is on my—— 

Mr. Taverner. His name is signed to your Communist Party card? 

Mr. Spencer. That is his name there; yes, sir. 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you look at this ‘and identify that card as your 
Communist Party card ¢ 

Mfr. Spencer. That ts my Communist membership for the last two 
quarters of 1945, and it is signed by Warren Batterson, November 6. 

945. on the back. 

Mr. Taverner. What official positions are under his signature ? 

Mr. Srencer. I never paid any attention to that, and I just knew 
him as an ollicer of the Communist Party. The signature of the State 
chairman that is what it savs, of the Communist Party. because the 
Communist tamp Is there, too. , 

Mr. Tavenner. Will you please read, or I will read into the record 


the number. It is 61,797, issued in the name of Donald Spencer. 

Mr. W .LTer. Would th at ind cate that there were 61.797 mena ers 
nh this part cular area ¢ 

Mr. ‘Tavenner. No; I think that that is nationally. Those ecards 
% sued on a national basis, and | suppose my card hap pened to be 
that one trom the top, and that wouldn't be any indication how many 
members there might be in the country, because there must be uetet 


more bundles sent out after those were used up, you see. 
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Mr. Jackson. What was your understanding of the membership? 

Mr. Sprencer. | understood it was about THOOO at the time I was a 
member; in the country, I mean, not in this area. 

Mr. Jackson. In the country, about 75,000. And what about the 
Chicago area? 

Mr. Spencer. I don’t know anything about the Chicago area. 

Mr. Jackson. You had no information on the membership figures 
there ? 

Mr. Spencer. No. 

( Representative Harold H. Velde left hearing room. } 

Mr. Tavenner. Were you acquainted with a person by the name of 
Everri, E-v-e-r-r-i ? 

Mr. Spencer. I don't believe IL know the man. It seems I have heard 
that name, but I can’t identify it with any particular place or person. 

(Representative Francis E. Walter left the hearing room.) 

Mr. Tavenner. I have no further questions. 

Mr. Moutper. I have a question. 

While vou have referred to it, your testimony is you have not been 
able to identify these people as Communists, as you did not see their 
card, but by their attendance at these meetings ¢ 

Mr. Spencer. They were closed meetings. 

Mr. Mot LDER., They were closed meetings ¢ 

Mr. Spencer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Movvper. And you further identify them as being Communists 
as a result of their active participation in the proceedings that were 
had at the meetings on Communist affairs ? 

Mr. Spencer. Yes, because I knew the Communist Party line well 
ol) to know that that was the discussion. , 

Mr. Frazier. I have no questions. 

Mr. Vewpr. Well, how do you draw your conclusion that it was 
pre bably a Communist Party meeting, and I am referring to the one 
at the Sherman Hotel here in 1944? 

Mr. Seencrr. Well, because | know that I couldn't have gotten nto 
that meeting if I hadn’t been a member of the party, and I believe the 


} 
i 


eno 


othe fellows wou 
discriminetion—what L mean is, all are treated the same in that 


dnt have been there, either, because there is no 
re ect b I *] her ; : | , (Te i} } ‘1S ble hy. 
res] { ou either are or you dont get in, because problems of that 
nature are not taken up with outsiders. 

Mr. Verne. And 4 


nized you or \\ alter Runise \ when you came into the door, and some 


take for eranted that someone ‘either recog 


one recognized you as comrades or as Communists, and you were able 
to get in? 

Mir. Spencer. Yes, sir. because there were enough there from the 
international office of the Farm Equipment Workers right here In 
Chicago that knew us, you see. 

Mr. Vetpe. What is your opinion with reference to Grant Oakes 
at that time: That he was or was not a member of the Communist 
Party ? 

Mr. SPENCER. Well | \ 1] SiN the same about hima T said about 
the rest of them: I never saw his membership card. but I know he 
} ] 


wo i] ln't have DeeT there and he wouldn't have been allowed fo have 


the re unless he wa 








> 
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Mr. Vetpe. You say Arthur Hendle was at that meeting? 

Mr. Spencer. Yes, sir. 

Mr. Veipe. Where did he live at the time that he was district 
organizer ¢ 

Mr. Srencer. I believe he was at Peoria at that time. 

Mr. Vevtpe. Do you know where he is now ¢ 

Mr. Srencer. No; I don’t. The last contact I had with Arthur 
Hendle was in 1946, in the spring, and he came down there and tried 
to get me back into the party again. 

Mr. Vevpr. What did he say to you on that occasion; do you recall? 

Mr. Srencer. He said I didn’t need to worry about belonging to 
the party; there were no records being kept, and he kept the records 
himself. 

Mr. Vevpe. We certainly appreciate your testimony and your con- 
tribution to this committee. 

Mr. Srencer. Thank you. 

Mr. Jackson. I have nothing more, except to join with Mr. Velde 
in expressing my thanks and appreciation to the witness. 

Mr. Woop. I voice that same sentiment, and I am sure I speak 
for every member of the committee, for the contribution you have 
made to the investigation here, and to the people as a whole in this 
country. 

Is there any reason why we should not excuse the witness from 
the subpena ? 

Mr. TaveENNER. No, sir. 

Mr. Woop. Thank you, and you are excused. 

The committee will stand in recess until tomorrow morning at 
10:30 o'clock. 

(Whereupon, at 5:15 p. m., a recess was taken until 10:30 a. m. 
Thursday, September 4, 1952.) 


(Nore.—The chairman and each member of the committee and the 
committee staff expresses appreciation and sincere thanks for the 
courteous cooperation extended to the committee in its work in Chi- 
cago by the Chicago Police Department, the radio, and the news- 
papers. 

(iratitude and appreciation are also expressed to the officials and 
employees of the Federal Building in Chicago for their courtesies 
and assistance during these hearings. ) 











